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in that {uch* ardent deſires for heaven ant 
| - glory can be vain appetites, 3 "a ” 55 bog ne 
XEVE. he believer, when in 4 So plate, 85 
finds a heaven already begun in i; foul, 86 
8 ALVIE The heaven b eathing Soul is . 
> | that fuch < a heavenly 7 i i» a clear and . 
| certain denwnſtration of the eternal. glory and. 
| happineſs that is reſerved for believers in heaven, * 
INI VIII. 7 he believer lifts up his head, and 
. raiſeth his neck, in the pleaſing admiration, © 0. 
- tively expectation of the glory to be revealed, . 
11 The believer havin ng fuck 8 eat pro. 
I pect, and well. erated: hope Lt. 4; OY 
8 "nw . what oy he now. Alain, Va. 91 "RF 
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L. The gracious 1 3 RS "FA 
en that theſe are not delufroe a, = . 
raſtic, but ſincere and „ 
LI. The behever's joys: being. /o real, and, the . 
foundation of them. ſo ſure, there ir 10 7 / . 
ſfuading of him, that ſuch ſenſible emotions c 
dul towards God and Chriſt, and heaven; can 
"be intempercte heats, or frantic enthuſiaſm ; 
but, on the contr. he is aceply affected, that 
1 7 17 0% little ee with ſpiritual things, ER 
end is perſuaded, that could he attain unto 
more ef a Piritua and heavenly on, 1. 
* would be true + maſculine piety... a - 
LI. 'The gracious ſoul ir no: leſs pleaſed 1 . 
_ the precepts, than oi aa with the e Line 


LI I. Now the "Rule" is 3 enlarged to run . 

the way of God's Command mem. 99 

IIV. 7 he believer proceeding in ſuch fare ſteps, © 
and aſcending þ by fu fuch ſure and ap RO . 


0 heaven, bis  heaves up, a 1s wholely | 
EE fo the triumphant 7 N of God and. 


' LY. Fe . a 88 Soul 
den on the net ſtep? heaven, but before he 
cas reach it, the dark: and Elan r of _ 
ath muſt be pad. 1 102 


7 — L VI. The believer aFually 1 "the valley 


- | of death, and getting through his laſt confje?. 10 7 
LVI I. The valley of death being paſſed, the nal 5 
nds itelf in eternal life. — 11 7 
I. Te Saul in eternal bf and 7 gry, fo *. 
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+; In the EY Rops whereby it aſcenits, WY 
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„ ol triumph and glory: | n wal AH caries 
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9 but 4 fort view fm man's fate veer e 
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ro IO SPY 10 Fi . „ by v7 3 1 5 
- TAN is Habit k from 1851 womb. ” ebe a in fit, 8 


and brought forth in iniquity,” Pfal, Ii. . 1 1 
X Fed in hi nature, and twiſted i in ks 5 « 
Ritütion 3 frame 3. and this through , the a poſtacy of 
1 r federal head, and natural root; de 1 7 
perſon Was the whole, ſtock of human nature Which. is - 
tranſmitted to, us as taifited i in him, Rom. 1. 123 4% 
85 Abd What child did ever more relemble his pärent, than .. I 
all all Adam's $1 tural | poſte tit 7 reſemble him? Was adam 
for trying Whether or not lie could be happy, i 4 | 
way than God had Af ppoin nted and comm nanded ? 

not this. the natural, diſpo! bet He: "att" man ad? 7 = 
are for £ 75 ns - whether or nt the world' can: Je 4 po t 
and Hap! 8555 4. for. fouls : and ſo the &y ad, refs. this; an 
2 the je 8188 cfeature with p ſon an and fon neſs 3 and. a] 
"IF The y pai it e Ah q : x 12 

5 Vein ke but Toſs and. a0 e 

| E potiitrie ſt. 0 rolled bee da 08 ; 
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- parent, de « this their way is their folly, yet their 
; Polterity. approve their ſayings,” Pal. xlix. 13. and 
will make new eſſays and experiments, for the obtaining 
of an ha pineſs in worldly thing 3, as if none had ever 
been Fruſtrated before them. Da Adam prefer ſenfual 
pleaſures to all the conſolations of God's favour and love? 
and is not this the natural temper of all his children ? 
Are they not lovers of their ſenſual pleaſures more 
than lovers of God ?” 2 Tim. iii. 4. and is not this 
- _ © comprehenſive of all corruption and fin ; ſeeing that the 
_Tout's embracing” the creature inſtead of the Creator is 
its very ſpiritual pollution, whereby it goes a whorin 
from God? Again, The creature's interpoſing, _ 
rending the ſoul from Ged,' its only life and haj pineſs, 
Is not this the ſource of all its woes, yea, in itlelf com- 
1 Prehenſive of all wants and miſeries? Again, Did Ada 
run away to hide himſelf from the preſence of the Lord 9 | 
and is not the ſame ſpirit in all his children? Is it not 
evident, that every man by nature hath not only loſt 
his God, but alſo has no heart to return unto him, 
but imagines hie may be fafe and comfortable, though 
eſtranged from God; at leaſt, he is unwilling to Pede 
is great need of him, till a word immediately from 
God alarm his ſoul, and awaken his fear, as it did to 
Adam. 
O what a 8 view here "cſonts ſelf, of. the - 
| ab plorable ſtate of human nature | pieſent is become uni- 
werd depraved and polluted. with ſin: He is vilely a- 
/ wr to God, and rebellichs againft him: he thinks no- 
| g to afffont the Majeſty, and invade all the ſacred 
3 . Fg. of the Deity; affecttag to be as God, he neither 
3 : alues the Kindneſs of God, nor dreads much his diſplea- 
Fl ſure : and though he hears of the arm of God's power, 
and the terrors of his juſticeʒ yet, like leviathan, he laughs 
at ſuch' ſpears as would offer to pierce him : and thou h 
he be told of death and deſtruction, yea, that he is on 
yery fides of the pit and confines of bell, nothing be- 
(Sg between but the brittle. thread of life, which foon 
may be ſnapt in pieces; yet he flatters himſelf with the 


er a and Jays, BYE, no *% ow come. 
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of his buckler? 
to lie eternally under the ſtrokes of his wrath, thau be 
obliged to him for his grace ? and rather than accept of 

the conſolations of his love, chuſe to li ve under the hor-- 


fore all the inexpreſſible Joys: and . of r 


"Mt When he's man begins fo nals PRI thei; avill . 2 
IL more Stated * 'y with Gags 2 1 its ane LY 
9 ke 8 7 


| * wal 
Fd = * 


7 as „ pen t Wu 


aa kim; but that he ſhall hade peace, thoughrths'Tawr® 


tell him, that he. will not ſpare him, 'but' his "wrathy 


hall ſmoke againſt him, K Pay s 1 ene loweſt kat 
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1. 4 rhoight 27 the ft upon lr un wn fad un. ay 


TH A T a fate is this my ſoul/is in! Shall 1 reſt in 


ſuch a wretched condition as I am in 0 nature? 
Can. I bear up under the horrible guilt of all fins 3 "= 
weight which would cruſh me to the loweſt hell) Shall 
the curſe of the law Prey upon my ſou}, and be ctercially 
eating out its vitals ? Can it be eaſy for me to underly 


the wrath of an almighty God? Am 1 2 match for om 


nipotence ? or p LN to © run zgainſt the thick boſſes 
r, ſhall I, faith the ſoul, rather chuſe 


rid views, and ill- bodin fears of his infinite vengeance? 
What is thy thoughts of theſe things, O my ſoul? Dareſt 


thou equally value the favour and the diſpleaſure of the 


almighty God! ?. Iv it alike to thee; whether to be'eter-" 


nally beloved or abhorred of the Lord? Or, whether 


8 * 


thou be eternally jo yful in heaven, or eternally 'torment= + | * . 


ed in hell? Is it f one to thee, Whether the flames k 
divine wratk ſhall eternally flaſn en tlice? or, whether 


thou ſhalt be eternally ſolaced with the infinirely ami- 
able, and raviſhing countenance of fhe glorious God ; 2 or 
haſt thou a mind, by a eourſe of impeniteney, to prefer 


the terrors of reprobates, and the torments of a be- 


aogels and glorined aunts ? : 0, 


2 0 * wo 
. 


Why, 0 my foul, as It been fo 1 va > Hates 


: reer fag in matters that ſo _ and eternally 
| £@nSErR? | 


Er 
1 


: 


& 5 


4 


te 


| | . „ raue ) | 84 ori AW hep 1 55 
concern 8 Why haſt Now: never before now conbders 


ee what is thy natuye, how great is thy! capagity, and how 


« Sa 


long is thy duration? Art not thou a ſpiritual. ſubſtance, 
that cannot be fed with corn, or enriched with gold? O 
my precious ſoul, would not heaven, and the beholding 
the divine glory. there, beſt: ſuit thy nature, and anſwer 
* .O my immortal-ſoul, ſhalt thou not ſur- 
e the funerals of the body, and when death eo mes, 
de a ſilent and undiſcerned flight into the 5 3 ted 
being either carried by angels into Abraham' 
** dragged by devils into hell ? O my ſou he? 
thou not been, at any ſuitable. care to prevent thy 6-9. 
_ defirution, and. to . poſſeſs. eterval life and; happineſs 2. 
Why haft thou not repented 9 fin, fled. 80 the Mediator, 
and cloſed with the terms of the covenant ? Why art thou 
Fet rolling ſome ſin under thy tongue? Why is there 
yet ſome idol thou canft nat part with; or ſome duty thou 
canſt not comp] with? 0 my ſoul, Mist thou forfeit thy, 
happiness, and joſe thyſelf for ever, for. the pleaſures of 
din that are but for à feaſan,? O my ſhul, [ſhall 1 prefer, 
the, vile gratification. of ſenſual. luſis before thy pure, 
noble, a 0 endleſs happineſs ! O my ſoul, haye I na. uſe, 


e 


2 thee, but to make thee a drudge to the. body, and a 


Nave to its luſts? Js. this my kindneſs to thee, my better 
. 2.8 Lol I rentued'a a ſoul, and loſe it for ever, for the 
Hake of a brutiſh and momentary ſatisfaQion'? Let this 
be far from me, to uſe fuch unnatyral cruelty to. my own, 
" foul; left 1 come to wiſh in vain, Would to God I had 
© died for thee, my ſoul; I wiſh I had. died. ten een 
e for 1355 my: fouls mY. foul, BY ae . 


"hat When) in bes a eee matters: are preſented che 
to the mind by the Spirit of God, there will be a Pp 
erpeſtulation of the foul about its JOE art. 


© Why doſt thou, © man, fin againſt God, and wrong 
* thine | 998 ſoul? Is this well done in thee, to ſcorn infi- 


nite Majeſty, deſpiſe infinite goodneſs, and ruin thyſelf - 


* =. 


Gen 


. If SS RET thou regardeſt not God, that 
h made and preſeryed. thee, yet Why unnaturally art. 

u 3 * e own. Felt 2 And what mond 
| W 


8 


* 
- 


foul ?* Matth. xi. 20 What is left to a man when hie 
| foul is loſt? or What is 1 7 trhen the gainer: hinifelf .- 
is eternally undene? {I 5 


* 


F * 4 $1 8 us 4 
F 


wh 4 


profit a man ſhou}d he gain the whole world, aud loſe his 


the favour of God, if commu+- 
nion with him in bleſſedneſs, if eternal happineſs. he loſt, 


what haſt thou after this, O my ſoul ? or What W 5 4 - 
can there be for ſuch an e loſs ? Can the whole: 34 , L 1 
world be ſufficient compenſation for the loſs of a ſoul 2 


Can it keep it out of hell? Try firſt if it can keep off 
fick neſs, or hinder the ſtrokes of death. Can it give any 


relief or reffeſhment-to the damned ? ? Why then could 


Dives neither buy nor borroẽw e a drop of cold water 
to cool the tip of hig tongue, that Was tormented. in 


an, es "I 
move 4 thee to Ms thy ſoul for exer? . Wust will it 


- : 
* £ 
Wa * 


theſe flames?“ Luke xvi. 24. or can it purchaſe a room - | : 


1 the blefled 2 But let this man periſh : and his ma: 


gey with him, who thinks any gift of God: much more 
ais grEat gift-c of. etemal life, can he purchaſeg with mo- 


" nels will Worldly gain, or worldly honour, or worldly 
leaſure, be a ſufficient equivalent for that itretrievable 


au Ads viit- 20. Or loſing keaven, and-all.its- bay 5 


ofs ? +. But knaweſt thou nat, Omy ſoul, ſince man was 


Placed of old upon the earth, that the ee the 
wicked is ſhort, and the joy of the hypoerite is 
a moment; for though his excellency mount up to the 


heavens, and his head reach unto the clouds, yet he ſhall - 
eriſh for ever like his own dung! ; and they which have 
New him, ſhall. ſay, Where i is he?” Job xx. 4. J. 6. 7. 


iy „They, ſpend their days in wealth, and in a moment 


go down to the grave,“ Job, xxi. 13.1 And when be 


dieth he ſhall carry nothing, away, his glory ſhall not. 


deſoend after him,” Pſal. xlix. 13. 
But were it true, O my ſoul, which i is yet ee 
Wk, the profits of the world, and the pleaſures of ſin 


were as durable as the joys of heaven; yet O how ab- 


ſurd and ſtupid, as well-as impious and horrid, would it 
be, to prefer the ſervice of ſin before the ſervice of God, 
and chuſe rather to graze among beaſts, than aſcend W 
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AIV. The foul in horror and eonfuſfon, becauſe of it fin 


aud for ever rejected hereafter ; jolly and merry here, 
and ee 


| Jook for, while in this Rate, than the fiery indignation of 
an angry God! And do not the lightening flaſhes of ter- 
44 hs already flee in my faee, and the very ſparks of hell 


trampling upon his laws? And how black is the pollu- 


my ſoul! O how horrible is the vigour of my fins, and 
how envenomed has the malignity of my beart been! 
Who could have imagined that ſuch folly could be bound 
up in man's heart? Certainly my heart, ſays the awaken- 


vils have dwek there, owls and ſatyrs 0 | 
there, and unclean birds have neftled there. Unto me 
. 8. horror and miſery! „O my God, I am aſhamed, 
iniquities are increaſed over mine head, and my treſ- 


mins are as a heavy burden, they are too heavy for me, 
V. A very rueful reflection of the ſoul, and a wiſhing is 


with bitter and afflictive reſentment, that I ſhould have ſo 
vilely debaſed my ſoul, in preferrin 
. Incorruptible happineſs; or, in pre | 
ven. And, as if all-this were tos litele, I have preferred 
uch a xe thing as fin, before the infinitely amiable God, 


1 a CARES 123444335. * * { 
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and folly. 


What is this! ſays the how. awakened foul: To be 
honourable here, and miſerable hereafter; rich here, 


ind ſcreeching among the damned for ever 
ereafter ! O terrors ! O horrors! And what leſs can I 


9 


tompaſs me about ? For how extreme is my fault, in af- 
fronting the moſt high God, in ſullying his glory, and 


tion wherewith' my ſoul is ſtained? O what price, 
what earthlineſs, and what ſenſuality have reigned in 


ed ſinner, has been a ſpawn of the fouleſt ahominations, 
and brimful of the priſon of hell: Dragons and de- 
\ Fas danced 


there belongs nothing but ſhame and confuſion,” Dan. 


and bluſh to lift up my face to thee, O God; for mine 


pals is grewn vp unto the heavens,” Exra ik. 6. My 


Pſal. xxxviii. 4. 


retract its faults. 


O it cuts me to the quick, ſays the broken - hearted ſinner, 


8 corruptible fleſh to 
erring earth to hea- 


OY 2 


I have been a fool, a 
Lord. O that it had been otherwiſe with mel How haf We 

had I been, if I had rather been ſuffering. than 5 

Says the penitent foul, I retra& my faults ;-and O that 


burden above my ſtrength, and as a load ſo nailed to. wy: 
bones, as that I cannot diſburden myſelf; > it finks as a 
venomed dart into my foul, and the arrows of God's wrath 


ution of original fin hath ſtained all the powers and fa- 


brought my foul within a hair's breadth, of hell! Oh! 1 
| ſee now, and deteſt that infinite ſtupidity and ſottiſhneſs ' _ 
that poſſeſſed my ſoul, when bold and ventrous to diſho- / bs _— 
We, wow God, violate his the and 1 incur his infinite diſplea- 


; been! And now, what would I not do, and what would 
I not ſuffer, that my ſins might op ae be. obliterate ; 


might not only | be pardoned. but 
not voy not reigns, but not We 


x v1 I. The POR ee foul cannot believs that 1 45 Way 


Felt theſe inward terrors, becauſe of fin? as Jo 
Heman, Pfal. Ixxxviji. 15. and David, Pſal. xxxviii. . 
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and 1 Redeemer. , impions and horrid, to the ut - 


termoſt! I have been traitor to God, and mine oum =" 
man, a beaſt before thee, O 


I could ,undo them! O that I could ala eh them out by 


briniſn tears; - wring them out by bitter ſorrow, and rid 


myſelf from them by heart · rending contritions ! But a- 
las! ſaith the contrite ſoul, I am appaled with fin, as a 


Rick with it. Oh! I am a and aſtoniſhed to think 
how light and- jolly J have been, when the horrible pol- 


culties of my ſoul! and when, by my innumerable actual 5 a 
tranſgreſſions,« I have infinitely . provoked God, and 
re! Oh, what could I not give, that this had never. 


1 e 3 No ets 


| FY 


of conſcience, upon apprehenſion vf oy 2 e 20 
5 Mas vapour. Y 
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Ts it not evident, faith 11 — foul, e men > 3 


of the moſt ſober reaſon, and penetrating ju = rin have | 1 
Job vi. 4. 


whoſe ruddy kd and inclination to muſic, feem tc 


be ſymptoms rather of a ſanguine than a _melancholic * 
conflitution.. And is it not agreeable to the higheſt reaſon, 


that it ſhould be ſo? Who is the perſon that allows him- 
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_ and an eternal indecency i in finning : 


darkneſa, and horrid | 


85 9 and an awful tribunal to appear at. 


N 


1 


1 
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Mt wake, * 


Who's is not rio bed that there i is an Enter Hang got, 
ink him? or 
not affected with the infinite falt, the vile pollution, add 
horrible guilt there is in affronting the divine M ajefty ? 
Sure it is only thoſe who thi nk not at all; or chin but 
Nightly, dbb can think it à light thing to offend God, 
and break his laws. and how often hath it happened 4 
the experience of gracious ſouls,” that theſe inward terrots- 
| have ſeized them on a ſudden, aud again been remove 
in an inſtant,” peace and joy ſheceeding in their room? 
Ho could this be Aer be to melancholy, which comes 
not to a height i in an inſtant, and abates not 118 gradual- 
IF, according as its cauſes are removed? 
ain, the ſorrow, amazement, and agony ur blefſeil 
Saviour endured, though without deſperation, are my 
not a moſt certain evidence, that there may be an inwa 


- Impreſſion of wrath on the foul," which i carat be Tee 


to war 4 Hence, WEL 3 Mr N 


7 vn L Such reaftnable 3 gr ene 8 12 a the 


foul into a Naß plunge of thought fulneſr. N 
0 my ſouf, ſays the man, Where art thou, 1, # thy ks firs 


. are not pardoned, nor the wrath of almighty Go 


for fin, pacified? Art thon not finking into the bottorr 
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thong them, chan their eternal 'fongy of the love of God 
mamfeſted in EmMnuanver. Is it not this, that cauſes 
many a-pleaſent. and raptutous tory of the electing love 
of God, in having a-iconfultation of love, and » plot of 
Frace about lapſed mankind, even from everlaſting? _- 
And many a pleaſant ſong f redeeming” them out of e- 
tengue, kindred, and nation, from the grave, hell, 
aft the powers of darkneſs ? And the glory, the 
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- diſplayed: which, though a-divine attribute, had never 
ſeen the light, nor been worſhipped and adored for ever, 
unleſs Ohriſt. had manifeſted it. But that „the day⸗ſpring 


F om on high hath vifted us, this is through the tender 


mercy of our God, Luke i. 78.; antl ſo it is now the 
Tes name and of God, The Lord Gos 
mereiful and gracious,” Exod: xxxiv. 6. - 
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redemption. And this ig that glory of the, Here 
Three, which we know not how it eould ſo well be diſ- 
played, as in the myſterious cxcanamy of the golgel- 
5 Particularly,” there is ſhewed 1 in it, hat it was the Fu- 
ther that did hold the great council of Heaven with the 
gon, and. the Holy Ghoſt, about man's redemption ; : 
that * he ſo loved the World, as to ſend his only be- 
gotten Son iuto it, John iii. 16. that he there 
loved his Son, heciule he laid down his life for his ſheep 2 
that he laid help on one that was mighty to bear it, A 
Pf. lxxxix. 19, that it pleaſed the Father to bruiſe: 
him; that thereby he found a ranſom: that he pre- 
pared a body for him to ſuffer in,” Heb. by 5. 5 and that 
it pleaſed the Father that in him all fulneſs ſhould d well,, 
| Cak i. 19.: that he draws us to the Son by the cords 
of his love, and. by the pull of his omnipotent arm. A. 
gain, hereby is ſnewed, how the Sor loved. us, and 
waſhed. us in his blood: how be is the “ light and, 
life of the world, and the Lamb ol God. that taketh. a- 
ay the fin thereof: how he bath. purehaſed eternal re- 


demption for us, which we had forfeited and loſt ; how | I 


he offers his grace to the chief of ſinners > how his grace 
ſuperabounds, as fin abounds: how fit he was for the 
buſineſs.; for who ſo fit to mend the world, as he that. 


| miadeit? Who cone de long by the Father, and fend the 


Spirit, but the perſon that is middle between them Z 
Who could repair the defaced. i image of Cod in us, bur 
| the expreſs image of his Father's perſon? Who could 
reſtore us to the ivheritance of children, but the firſt- 
born of God, and heir of all things ? ? And hereby.is de-. 
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5 and 4 fay unto God, Do not condemn me, 'J ob x. 2. d 


t ſorſake the work of thine own hands, Pf. exxxviii· 
TH N There i is joy in heaven at the converſion of one fin. 
ner; and this not only from their love to a precious 
ſoul, but alſo from theit regard to thy glory. And can 
the. glory of mercy and freeneſs of pace ſhine more 
brightly. in the falration of any; olle ſoul, than ſucti a ſouf 
as mine? If the greatneſs of mercy is to be eſtimated - 
the greatneſs of fin, and the greatneſs of miſery, which 
it felcues from, in what inſtance can merey be diſplayed 
more gloriouſſy than in fuch'a ſaul as mine is? What ble- 
Med ſpirit above, or what inhabitant in heaven cal have 
more reaſon to admire free grace than I, if reached with 
the ſame ? eſpecially, if chat is true, as it certainly is, 


_ which 1s ſaid, Luke vii. 47- Where much is lorgiven, 


they will "PLE? the more,“ praiſe the more, and ace 

the more. O bleſſed RP os what an act of mercy wo 

it be to pity and ſave the like of me! The leſs worth. in 
e, the more God- like mercy will appear in helping me. 
let me hear anew thy name and thy glory proclanned, 

Hos 455 thon art the Lord God, merciful and Sracious, | 


iniquity.” “ 
N e of Iraet 1 may che Eienelles fout ſay, How 
pen or how aggravated my ſins are in wy fight, which 
ourofully lament and reſent with deep ſelf - abaſement 
and contrition; yet they cannot be greater that the find 
for which Chriſt ath'died': ſince he died for the ſins of 
the whole world; that is, for every ſize and enormity of 
ſin that bath been committed, by whatever forts, pa- 
cities, and ſexes of mankind. Could an infinite wiſdoi 
that faw from the tower of eternity all the evil that cbuld 
be in the heart and converfation of mankind, contrive 4 
ee and IN not . that the N ſhould be 
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preſented a perfect ſatisfaction to the Juſtice of God for 


It is not hecauſe he hath been guilty, but becauſe he re- 
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_ ſufficient for the malady ? The deſign of the incarnati an 
and ſatisfaction of the Son of God, was © not to call the _ - 
righteous, but ſinners to repentance,” Matth. ix. 13. Add 
is there any fin more ſo finful? Thou came, bleſſed e- 
ſus, © not to heal the whole, but the ſick: And is there 
any malady above the {kill of fuch a wiſe and great Phy- 
ſician ? So that whatever be my fins, ſays the ſoul, if L 
have a heart to part with them, it cannot be above the 
reach of Chriſt to ſave me from them. 
Again, whatever be my fins, they cannot deſerve more 
than an infinite puniſhment; and this Chriſt the Son of - 
God, and ſurety for us, hath ſuffered, and thereby hath 
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fin, and a perfect righteouſneſs to the Judge of all the 
earth, for this very purpoſe of being imputed to man, 


and eftimated on his account. And here I defire to be 


taken off the natural bottom, poſture, and ſituation of m 
ſoul, which was to work out a happineſs to myſelf by 
ſomething of my own. O, I ſee the vanity and folly.of 
this, and diſclaim it! I defire to be found only in Chriſt, 
and to renounce all mine own righteouſneſs, and feek 
ſhelter and ſafety only in the righteouſneſs of God by 
faith; a righteouſneſs every way ſufficient to deliver mem 
from my Judge, if, by humility and faith, Lam inveſted  - * 
with it, whatever my fins have been, which now I am 
willing to renounſſe. „ I 
Whatever my fins have been, they cannot exceed the 
mercy of God, which graciouſly forgives iniquity, tranſ> — 
greſſion, and ſin. If the evil of fin is infinite, the mercy __ 7 
of God is no leſs ſo. And whatever the law can reveal 
to be a ſin, the mercy of God reveals a pardon for the - ® 
ſame. The mercy-ſeat covered the whole ark, Exod. 
Xxve and was exactly to an hair-breadth of the ſame. di- 
menſions; and the law was put in the ark; why, but to 
intimate there is metcy for the pardoning of every ſin a- 
gainſt any part of the law whatſomever. Hence. may a 
. contrite foul ſay, Whatever my fins be, there is mercy up= —; 
on repenting of them, and flying to Chriſt. O bleſſed 
Lord, if any periſh finally, it is not the malignity of the - 
fin, but the malignity of «he ſinner, that is the cauſe of it: 
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' Jolves to Sens by continuance in fin, that a Sur is 
. Tuined : © it is becauſe they will not come to Chriſt, ind, 
live.” For the very ſin againſt the Holy Ghoſt is not 
: npardenable,. becauſe. there wants mercy, large enough 
to pardon it, but becauſe it refuſes the mercy that can 
If I return to the Almighty with all 
my heart, and put iniquity far from my heart and taber 


nacle, then I fhall make my: ſupplication unto him, and 
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he ſhall hear my voice,” Job xxii. 23, 27. © and deliver 
- me from the Pit, for he hath found a rialgun,?: Job 
Xxxiii. 3 
Further, whatever my Gus are, they cantiot ONE the 
virtue of Chriſt's blood. That which is ſufficient to pro- 
pitiate f for the ſins of the whole world, is ſufficient to waſh 
"away more fins than any one perſon can be capable of. 
The blood of Chrift, being the blood of God, cannot be 
as water ſpilt on the ground, nor be of ſo little efficacy, | 


2 "as not to blot out the greateſt fin, and cleanſe the great- 
eſt ſinner. 


No ſin can exceed the virtue of the blood of 
God, that is of inſinite value, unleſs i it be the fin of re- 
jecting and tramplin "g upon it by impeniteney and unbelief. 
And no finfulneſs of man can be greater than the igh - 
teouſneſs of God. It is a blood that hath already waſh- 
"ed away fcarlet- fins; crying fins, notorious fins, conſci- 
 ence-waſting fins. And this fountain of ' Chriſt's blood, 
as it did run under ground from eternity in the covenant 
of redemption between the Father and the Son, ſo did it 
' Hurſt forth near the very birth of time, at the firſt open- 
ing up of the covenant of amp and is ſtill kept open. 
It is not a ſeated fountain, but * it is a fountain opened 
for the houſe of David, for fin and uncleanneſs,” Zech. 

' xiii. 1. And therefore what hinders me to go there and 
waſh, and be made clean? Waſhed we will be from all 6 


; our abominations, if we will but be made clean. 


Are not the offers thereof made to ſinners indefinitely ? | 
And who is more needful than I am, will the contrite ſoul 
 fay.? Lord, ſave me from my ki It is mads to them 
that are loft and undone; and who 1 mſelves more 
loſt and undone than TI am! Lord, « ome, ſeek, and ſave 
thy poor loſt ſheep, Pfal. cxix. 176. It is made to the poor 
* Seen ane who i 38 more c needful than 1 am 7 & I am 
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et peor and needy, Lord, make haſte and help Me ĩᷣͤ 
Pſal. Ixx. 5. It is an act of grace to the undeſerving z. * |. 


and who is more undeſerving than I am, and whe needs. / 
more grace.than I dw? e 


* 
* * 


O great and highly exalted God! © Heaven is thythrone,: 4 0 
4 and tbe earth is thy footſteol;ꝰ and T would think it irre: 
verend damnable preſumption te plead for any thing at tr 
hand, but what thou canſt find cauſe in thyſelf to give; 
But here thou canſt find cauſe in thyſelf, and the glory 
of all thy attributes, to help ſuch a poor miſerable catiff 
as Tam; for, Lord, here is a foul in a ſad. plunge, eren 
in an extreme and deſperate neceſſity, and would it nag 
be to the, glory of thy wiſdom to come in for relief to m », .* 
ſoul in ſuch a caſe as this, and to help at a dead-lifſt? 
Doſt thou not uſe to make man's extremity thy opportuñ- 
| nity for help and ſuecour? and it has been the old way of 
_ thine ancient ſervants, © when they knew not what todd, 
4 to have their eyes upon thee,” 2 Chron. xx. 12. And 
when they could ſee nothing without or within them 
ſelves, but what cauſed terror in the land of the living, 
yet they have looked to thee and were lightened, PI. 
xxxiv. 5. And may not I do ſo likewiſe? Here is a ſoul | 
that ſits in darkneſs and in the ſhadows of death, for want 
[of the application and intimation of the pardon. of ſin 
and peace with God: and would it not be to the go 
of the riches of thy grace, as well as the eaſe of a trou- 
bled ſpirit, ſo to preſent the perfection of thy ſacrifice 
to the ſoul, and the freeneſs of the imputation thereof, a2 
to draw it, ſo compaſſed with the terrors of juſtice, to a 
hearty acceptation of the ſcheme, of ſalvation, and a vo- 
Juntary ſubjection to thy government of grace? Here is a, 
ſoul ſadly complaining of felt hardneſs of heart, whien 
it thinks hard as the nether mill-ſtone, being little melted 
with either a ſenſe, of fin, or a conviction ef righteouſneſs; 3 
and would it not be to the glory of'thy power to break 
this rock in pieces, and make it ſoft, tender, aud ſu: 
ſeeptible of divine impreſſions? Here is a polute ſoul, 
ſenſible that it is made loathſome with ſin; would it not 
be to the glory of thy holineſs, to cleanſe this ſoul, and 
transform it into thine own likeneſs? Here is a guilty 4 
| Foul, that owes thee a debt of puniſhment :/and would ie 
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5 {TS 150 be to the Vor of thy juſtice, to Tos; bannt 
From good and ſponſible band, even the man Chriſt Je- 
ſas? 'Here is a redilliods foul ; and would it not extend 

the glory of thy kingdom, to reſcue this ſoul Tow the 

, hand of thine' enemies, and ſubdue it to thyſelf? ; 


Thus the exerciſed hon . for een ph And, 


7 
bes dhe 3 . | „. 


_ ' 8 * 
} P * 2 * 8 9 4 5 
* 


WR 


XIII. 4 fecret "Ry is  arought in ; the heart. 


1 bebndt think] ſays the exerciſed fouls but there i is a 


pracious meaning in this to man, ſinful as he is; „and 


e who knows, but the Lord may be yet gracious t6 me ? 


« T' ſaid indeed that my ſtrength. and hope is periſhed - 


e from the Lord, remembering my affliction and my mi- 


«ery, the worm wood and the gall ; and my ſoul hath 
* them ſtill in remembrance, and is humbled in me: but 


4 this I recall to mind; and therefore have I hope, be- 
; 4 cauſe it is of the Tovnd's mercies that I am not — 
486 and becauſe his compaſſions fail not, Lam. iii. 18. 19. 


20. 21. 22. And who can tell but the Lord will turn 


4 and repent, and turn away from his fierce anger, that 


4. I periſh not?“ Jon. iii. 9. He hath dealt graciouſly to 


many thouſands ere now, who hath been, ſaith the ſoul, 


\ In 754 fame depths as IL am; yet their ſouls have been | 


Kept above water in hope. 


And though this ſecret . only a mal er 7 


ing light, and in the entrance very weak, ſtaggering be- 


tween hope and fear, and doubtful of the iſſue, yet it ſo 


far keeps from finking deſpondency, as that the ſoul be- 


ins to mark the promiſes, which before it looked upon 
as being either needleſs, by preſumption, or worthleſs, by 
* N and made no account of them but as common 


ages, or things it could not claim. But now the man, 


fadus marked the promiſes, begins to muſe upon them, 
und to think with himſelf, O what if the Lord ſhew him- 
i yet compaſſionate and gracious to me? O what a 
| blefſed change would this be: Ob, if God turn from 7 
hai anger, I ſhould not N but wy in his Sap] 
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" thought of eternity... ; 
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* 


0 eternity; rater! How ſhall 1 do to 6 3 thee a. 
Thou art as a boundleſs ſpace, where, though one ſhould, - 
fly ever ſo ſwift, or ever ſo long, there is no coming near- 


er any term, point, or period; but all is ent in⸗ jo 


__ determinate; and unmeaſurable. Thou art a ſtate that 
admits of neither change nor pauſe for ever. Every thing 
but eternity has an end at laſt. As many ſoe ger as there 
are ſtars in the firmament, or ſands on the-ſea ſhore, or 
Hhairs on the heads of all the children of men, that 3 - 
are or have been, or will be, yet there is a determinate. 
number of them: but for eternity, it hath neither end 
or middle in it; and therefore it is perfectly indefinite 


and undeterminable; ſo that when the ſoul hath lived ten 1 5 


thouſand times ten thouſand of millions of myriads of a- 


45 it can never approach one moment nearer the end, 


nearer the middle of eternity. O eternity hat enn 

I ſay more of thee, but that thou. art ever, ever, ever! * 

a duration, a permanency of being, a. continuation, off 
exiſtence that is - ever, ever, erer! 

What workings does this cauſe in my mind, and wa. 4. 


__ about of thoughts Whether this boundleſs du... 4 4 


ration is to be filled with joys or ſorrows? with a pleas 
- fant fight of the face of (Gods or with horrid viſions of 
devils or damned ſpirits? with the refreſhing. beames. — 3 
the glory of God in heaven, or with the ſulphureous pain- 
ful flames of hell? A thouſand years to eternity is not 


one drop of water to the whole ocean, or one ſmall gra- 


vel ſtone, in compariſon of the whole ſand; or even a8 à 
watch in the night, when men are aſleep, atd have ſcarce 
any perception of duration at all; for there is Kill ſome 
proportion © between the leaſt number: and the greateſt, 
the leaſt duration and the greateſt, if that greateſt'number 
and greateſt duration have any bounds at all: hut in Jong 
eternity there is not any bounds or meaſure at all. And 
this great, this vaſt eternity is filled either with rivers of 
delig t, or with lakes of fire and brimſtone. O what 
can be ſufficient to alarm the immortal ſpirit of man, if 


Wer l not! | E ug to e him to e concern * 
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his falvation 1 8 ſerious view PI eternity is enough. % Fe 
. "amaze-a poor ſou], though looking upon it at a diſtance, - || - 


were it the diſtance of fix thouſand years, even all the 
years of this paſſing world; much more to be ſo near it, 
s our ſhort and uncertain lives puts us, which ſet us to 
te very door of eternity; for our age is as nothing be- 
fore it; and ſets us not off the brink of endleſs eternity 
from the firſt moment of our lives till our breath 805 out. 
0 awful and amazing thought | 1 ; 
O eternity, eternity! What ſhall I do to conceive of 5 
| thee ? ? 'Thou art too bulky and boundleſs for our appre- —- | 
henfion: for let our apprehenſion ſtretch itſelf to the ut- 
moſt, it can never reach nearer the end. O eternity! 
thou art nonpluſſing and confounding to our judgment: 
For when it would compare thee to ought, theft is no 
- meaſure to make the compariſon with. O eternity)! 
thou art aſtoniſhing to invention: for there is not only 
no ſmile to illuſtrate what thou art; but alſo the more 
. we think to conceive of thee, the more ek thou tran 
| feend our' thoughts. 
Ilmaginatibn, which can fart 1 one end of 8 
to another, and walk about the circle of the earth, can- 
not advance one moment nearer the end, nor nearer the 
middle of eternity. Let invention call in for its aid all 
poſſible ſimilies; let it think there are as many millions of 
millions of years in eternity, as ever there were ſpines of 
graſs on the earth, or grains of ſand in the ſea, it cannot. 
come nearer any bender period in eternity. Let 
prehenſion ſtretch a live to meaſure eternity, it will 3. X 
find that not only the line is too ſhort, but that it cannot be 
ſo, much as applied; there being no proportion at all be- 
tween a duration which hath bounds, and which there fore 
may be conceived,” and that which hath no bounds, and 
5 Webers! is perfectly inconceivable. Let judgment make a 
ſtandard whereby it would mete out an eternal duration, 
it would ſoon find, that the longeſt meaſure of time it can 
[| © conceive is as far from the length of eternity, as the 
ſhorteſt inſtance of time that can be aſſigned. Oaſtoniſhing! | 
And this eternity, this vaſt and boundleſs eternity is 
fiored either with pains or pleaſures, either with intolera- 
ble miſery, or inexpreſſible happineſs. Will a man then ſtill 
2 on in 2 Anke Purſuits, nad 4 in an 2 ors love . 
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w., agen e, „„ 
| and exceſſive care about worldly things, to the neglect of 
u bleſſedneſs that laſts through eternity? By what aamne 
fall this be called? Shall it 5 called folly ? - It is ſo, bunt 
it is folly without a compaxiſon; there being nao man 
but he would labour and be diligent” one hour in his 
_ - worldly affairs, for preventing a mifery through his whole 
Ife, and the making the reſt of his time eafy and comfort= 4 
able. But our whole lives are far from bearing that pro-. 
portion to eternity, that one hour bears to. threeſcoare o 
1 {ode years. Shall it be called downright madnels _ .. 
— | and diffraction of mind? It is ſe indeed, but to ſuch a 
ſuperlative height as hath not a parellel: for, it doth noet 
call for ſo much pity to ſee madmen buſied about trifles | 
and toys, as to ſee people having the ſober uſe of their 2 
reaſon in all things, but the main thing; in all affairs, 
Ibbauaut that of their ſoul; and in all intereſts, but thoſe f 
c.ternity. Shall it then be imputed to downright infideli- 
Aty, that whatever men are taught to ſay of the immorta-—! 
Fity of their ſoul, and their eternal ſtate, yet they be- 
+ Heve not one word about the ſame? then it is unbe- 
lief ſo groſs, as that no Chriſtian, and but few/Heathens, ö 
will own this to be their caſe, but will profeſs and avow, - 
that the ſoul is immortal, that there is a future ſtate, and 
that death enters them into the ſame; which yet operates 
as little on their minds, and as little influences their hearts 
and lives, as if they were not only eee N 


* 


not true there is a future ſtate, but alſo that it. ĩs impoſe - 3 
ſible. O, how ſhall ſuch ſtupidity be accounted fer! 
 _ unleſs it be that mankind being dead in treſpaſſes ang 
. fins, they are dead to the intellectual inviſible world, and 
as the dead know nothing, as little do they diſcern ap 
thing ſaid of its glory. O for ſpiritual life, to make us 
capable of apprehending eternity + O for ſpiritual light, 
to enter us into a ſerious thought of eternity O for pi 
ritual ſenfe, to be conftantly influenced by the view there- /- 
of! O amazing and aſtoniſhing eternity! Thou art hard. 
at hand. Suppoſe every one of us could live threeſcore 1 
' years and ten, or fourſcore years; yet eternity is at our 
very door. One has lived twenty of theſe years, and ſo 
fit is but fifty or fixty years between him and eter nix. 
Another has lived already thirty years, and it is only forty y, 
got fifty years to his etetnity. Another has reached to forty. EY 
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years, 1911 let other forty years paſs, and be ſure, they. 


will as ſoon paſs over as the bygone years, and then he is 


' ſwallorred up in long eternity. Another have lived fifty 


years, when comes his eternity that never comes to an 


of theſe years; and now the beſt half of his life is over, 
and the reſt is but the mere weak 


of life; and it is but twenty or thirty years to come, and 
then he finds himſelf in eternity. Another is come to 
ſixty of theſe years, and then it is but ten or twenty 


end. Another i is advanced to the length of ſeventy years; 


; 3 and now how long has ſuch an one to live? His glaſs is 


near run, his ſun is near ſet, he has his foot on the bor- 


der of eternity, which is ever, ever, ever, ever, ever, 
ever, ever, without end for evermore! O that all this 


and languiſhing remains 0 


— 


were as much minded and conſidered as it is known! - 


« Lord teach us to number our days, that we may pply 
our hearts to wiſdom, Pſal. xc. 12. | 


DO eternity! eternity! eternity] Thou art t either an 8 
. ternity of death and miſery, or an eternity of life and hap 
pineſs. And though the Lord ſhould require of me, faith 


the thoughtful ſoul, to ſpend a thouſand years in faſt- 


ings, in watching, in hunger, in cold, in dens and 


caverns of the earth; would I have reaſon to complain of 
this, as being too eh for the avoiding an eternity of 


miſery, and for attainiwg an eternity of happineſs? O, if 
there be the leaſt offer or hope of the lame, let me have 


a gar in it! And hence, 


XV. The alarmed foul riſes to earneſt Hey and "JR 


7 7 , 


cries to the throne of God, for eternal life and ſalvation. 


| 0 what is this I have been laſt thinking upon! There | 


is an eternity, and it is an e either of life or death, 
either of miſery or happineſs ! 
they are dying for ever, but cannot die, though they 
wiſh for the ſame : they lie. gaſping for ever in the 
throws of death, in theſe gloomy regions, where dark- 


neſs and horror have their ſeat, and where no dawning 


of light or hope ſhall ariſe for ever, and where never eaſe 


or pleaſure are to be found. In an eternity again of life, 


they are where God and the Lamb appear in all 1 | 


glory, and God EMMAnyUEL imparts all his fulncſs, 2 


In an eternity of. Fe ”, 


at reſt n tho haft ſecurity for u happy everlaſting fate ! 


deliverance 


and church of the firft-born, and to the ſpirits of ; 


| | raiſe them from Mp ſecon 


8 * 
. 


Sobre nie Wie = joy, ſprin in as foul N 
cer. How dreadful 3570 To 1 
God's anger burns, and doleful weeping and wiilin 


on hell, Where 


and waſhing of teeth is heard in all their . 


And how pleaſant to hear of heaven; where health, mes | 
tody,. and joy, is in all their habitations; and where i. the 


proper region of light, life, and folace for ever; and no- 
thin at all is wanting to make their joy full! 
my ſoul, what is thy thought of this? canſt thou 6% 


O who can be at eaſe, if he thinks on an eterna doom 
in hell! O "ain and -mexcifyl God, I ay unto thee for 

rom the wrath to come, and for a right and 
fitneſs for eternal bleſſedneſs. O this is what I m have? 
I muft have pardan, I muft have righteouſneſs, I mut 


have deliverance from hell, and a' title and meetnefs for | 


heaven. I muſt have all 5 or I periſh for ever. I oy 


| unto thee, O Lord, I weep, I [oy 63h at thy feet. 


will ſubſcribe a blank, Il it $4 as thon pleaſe, only 


be eternally and K loſt: let me be ſaved by 
the Lord with an everlaſting alration! Wy, 

Ia heaven they ſee God” and are made like kirk. in 
heaven they have no. need of the ſan, moon, or ftars ; for 
the Lord 1s unto them an everlaſtin light, and the e 


of their moùrning are ended. In heaven; they are come 
to mount Zion, unto the eity of the living God, and to 


an innumerable compauy of angels, to the general aſſembly 


. made perfect, and to Jeſus the Mediator of the Nes 

Teſtament. In heaven they are with the Lord, enter 
his joy, and have eternal life, without fear of dying in 
that happy place, where their walls. are falvatioh, and - 
their gates praiſe. But hell is the. oppoſfte place to all 
bleſſed ſeats ; the diſmal region where nöching that is 

pure, nothing that is pleaſant or joyful, can ever light 


upon them : there is no Saviour there to bleed atrelh im v 


eir ſtead, or to pity their woes, or plead for their relief 


434 no heavenly Spirit to Pat = fs hair 2. "= 
ek; and ig ate 1 


ee miſcrable, 8 


et me haye my ſoul for a prey: let me not, I pray thee, _ 


Le — 


1 
% 


— 


And ns. 0 Fo Ir mi ight. live! thy _ grace, and | 
ifs God, 7 veg So, kim for gen the vital breath 
of „bolt 8 irit is the f iritual and eternal life of ſouls. 
O Father 1 ſpirits, and ather of mercies! 0 Lover and 
„ Sayiour of ſouls! O Spirit, of light, life, and joy for 
11 ever! I cry, to thee, One in Three, and Three in One, 
for life, for eternal life to my immortal ſoul. I can be at 
no reſt without it; nor will I give the Lord any reſt till 
he command the bleſſing, even. life for evermore.s. And, 
| O let not the Lord be 2 5 if extreme neceſſity, with 
ſome.” encouragements. from ee of grace, put me 
N 4 forward, i in the earneſineſs ſpirit, to plead for life 
And fahationto a dead loſt foul.” Heavenly Father, the 
S ueceffity of this is even infinite; for who can dwell for 
ever witli devouring fire, who 8 8 abide in everlaſting 
{53 hh burning? And is it not thy glory, O Lord, to be the 
Nw¾derrefuge and ſanctuary of all diſtreſſed creatures who fly 
one "thee, As not- ſeeing bow. they can be ſafe any other 
? - Doth not the Lord. repent. himſelf for his ſexs, 
b 2-2) when he ſecs their firength i is gone, and there 2 
none ſhut up or left? Deut. xxxii. 36. And now, oa 
Lord, if fin, if miſery, if neceſſity felt and groaned un- 
der, have ever had any thing of argument. to move thee 
to pity. and help one, I do net want them. 
* 1 atn here under a neceſſity, ſays the ſoul, of being 2s. 
one whom the Lord cannot get rid of, till I obtain his | 
race and receive life, freely at his hands. I Beg leave, ia 
all humility, O Lord, to urge this matter at the foot- 
ſtool of thy throne, as with deep proſtration and ſelf. a- 
baſement, ſo alſo with earneſt and inceſſant importunity. $i 
O let not the Lord be angry, if I mind thee of the gra- 
cious, words that have proceeded from thy lips, even the 
abſolute promiſes thou haſt made, of a free and * full par- | 
don of fin, of a new heart and a new ſpirit, of an in- | 
Leription of the law of God on the heart, Ezek. xix. 20. 
1 XX81. 33. 34. f making people williag in the day 
of thy power, Pl. cx. 3. III mind alſo the throne of | 
grace erected on the blood of EMMANUEL, where no poor || 
_ Eontrite returning Inner ever yet died. 1 will alſo mind 
Fome conſiderations of eternal reaſon, flowing from the ; 
nature and atribites of God; 5 a5, how 56 would ap- 
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th Sri p Fo Jedvent : 
to * infinite merey indes, in "ſaving drretck 


1 _ how that the-power\of-God would blames | be © | 


infinite, as it is' in pardoning-ſuch-great tranſgreſſions, 


and ſubduing ſuch - mighty fins as mine. Aud let the 

Power of my Lord be 5 reat acgording as thou haſt . "I: 

ering, and of great mercy, „ 

ving iniquity, tranſpreſſion, and ſin,” Exod. xxxiv. 6. 
. wil repreſent alſo at thy throne, tha 


the Lord is 40 long · ſu 


a thing unworthy of thy wiſdom to ſtep in for mr relief, 


| when all other refuge falleth. A will U ſearch, even int the 
archieves of heaven,. aud the. records, of eternity, fine, 
| by a read extract from the book of life, thoſe 'who are 


written there, are choſen out of the lame lum mp 9! f fin and 


miſery that others are left in. 5 will mind the xd alls 
of the former. precedents of his | grace, Agee thele a are Tet. =; 
down as patterns and encoura 19 8 75 4 for thoſe ho 
hall afterwards believe, 1 0 IR 
unto the Lord, Lord fave me, 26 thou haſt faved thous | 
ſands ere now by thy grace, oy alto 1 free gracg; 
for I have all in me that ever grace ound in any when 
it prevented them; and that 3 is only {i nfulne ug worthi⸗ 1 55 


neſs, wretchedneſs, and miſery. And, Lord, I. ae 


5 Pray thou mayft not overlook me, or 77 aſs by m £20) th : 
, Gonnof th 8 NN Nong 1 


ee 4:ftributfons of thy f grace, and e 
rit. « My ſpirit is bree within me, O 


and my heart within me is deſolate; hear my Bling 8 


Lord, and give ear unto my ſup plications ; z enter not 


into judgment with me, for in hy ſight no; fleſh, living 

can be uſtified. ' 4 5 fretch forth my 1 va unto- cage 

my foul * *thiffteth" after thee,” 3? a thirſty age 

Hear me ſpeedily, my ſpirit Aleth; ; "hide not, ty fa I 

from me, leſt 1 be like unto them that 89, 1 5 15 
ne 


the pita cauſe me to hear "thy 25 5 5 Ein 
d, 


morning; for I lift my ſoul to. thee. Tg 


have 1 cried: unte thee, O Lord. Lor „ hw my. Rae 
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tions.” If | * thou; Lord, houlaft 500 iniquitiss, 16 OTC a, 
But there 1 18 ; for iveneſs with the 
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Arr. Life and ſalaatio W Chrift PIE 2 matter. ve 
. the utmeſ} importance, the, ſaut becomes farther. inguiſttive, 


and would yet have. more CREE; in _—_ 98 infinite. 
3 6 concern . | 


But, fays the ſoul, PIETY thig thing be? fi. may 
Lack” a deſign be compaſſed ? How can God, in con- 
fiſtence with his juſtice and holineſs, give life and ſalva- 
'tion to uilty and polluted rebels? Can there be life, 
while juſtice, ike cherubims and a flaming ſword, turns 
every where to keep the way of the tree of life? Can 
there be life, while the curſe of God preys upon, and 
fears out the vitals of the ſoul > What life, while ſin's 

ollution eftrangeth r and d cutteth off from God, the foun- 
tain of life? « If our iniquities be upon us, and we pine 
45 = in our ſins, how can we then live?” Ezek. xxxili. 10. 
Sure, no life to the ſoul, unleſs there be ſuch a 44d oa | 
tory ſacrifice, the blood rn 
Names of juſtice, cance] the curſe of the faw, and KT 
away the ftain of fin. And where can ſuch a facrifice 
be found 3 in heaven, or in earth, among angels, r amon 
ey % Wherewith ſhall I come before the ond, _ 
bow myſelf before the hi ch God? Shall I aome to him 
With burut-offerings,, with, calves of an Year. old? Will 
the Lord be pleaſed with thouſands of rams, or ten,thou- 
bran rivers of oil 2 Shall 1 give my firft-born for my 
i . the Fruit of my body for the ſin of my 
Fo c. iv. 6. 7. Though 1 did ſo, ſays the ſen- 
Ve foul” 'T' could Hot wah o by ſlain of the leaſt ling 
much Ks atone. juſtice, and appeaſ ſe wrath h, * dhe! in 
numerable evils that comp. als 1 me about. 
Well, ou haft nothing to vers 0 my ſoul; 15 god 
bas provided himſelf a Tamb Comes turn. fide then, 
and ſee t this. g reat ght: 7 9010 the I. amb 999 Go og Sag 
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(me! and if once will net fatiofy, be faith, again, * Beh 
me, even. to 4 nation not called by his. Name,” | 


come 
dantl 


r w C 1 —"— 


. iii. 19. 
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Ixv. 1. 10 it not preſump ion then to lift vp pur eyes © 
| bo 1 look on him? Bot it 16 rebellion to ſh tt the rv 


5 9 the ſhoulder. : 
Tal » | O my. ſoul !. and lien wel to. 16% gend news | 


45 great Lover of folds tells. ug, When he 5 * Tam 
nat they might have life, and have it more abun- 


Y, John x. 16. O my ſoul, may. not thou now Xs 
that che eat defign, and gracious waged which the 
bleſſed Jeſus, came down to the lower world, was to give 


life unt gee See now the kind and gracious intention - 

; of the 5565 and as little needeſt thou queſtion the mer- <Y 

A Fm ood· will of the Father; fince this was the end H 
8 


Chriſf's miſſion; © and this commandment. he. Pe, 


him t not periſh, but have everlaſtin K+ life, ] 

ence, he that bath the Son kat Dies 1 ty 
v. 11. „ Which ſhall be ag a. well of water ring1 
. and W 1 it run inte 1 e fa 


XVII. . 1 4 confuleration. as hes a . in a 
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of his Father, who io loved the world, that he ſent his. j 
5 only begotten Son into it, that whoſoever 12 7 15 jt 


& - * - 
1 5 
a N : 
* 1 ; 


on 


forme meaſure ſatisfy, yet the. ſoul is ſadly. 1 with 8 
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True, faith the foal: this ewe e Goddike | 5 
5 and manifeſts the Redeemer to be true. God, an. 


Th. ternal life; leve and life being his _ N. 1 John 


* 


r 


* 
= 
nme mn ... 


WF, S - er eG 


- La 


* ' AY 
Py. IS r 
wm, = 


» 
WG", ef NIL 3 


* 


© AE 
—— SOL 
_—_— = 1 
— * 


I. 


5 duct 2 wretch u 12 Fr un 


* 1 OT Ray 
_ ; o, 
eb 2 


pure, and 125 upgratefil, ever CVE 
expect that the Lord ſhould caſt ſo much as an eye upon 


me, unleſs with ſuch. a, Took: 5 would ſtare me out * 


being, Or into hell. 

But why ſo penſive, 0 Keil ſoul? Why Btteft lid - 
fo folitary in the duſt? Why art thou ſo ſadly diſtracted 
with thoughts, and diſtracted with fears? How grateful 


and reviving, may it be to dach that all our weakneſs and 
8 7 0 our wickedneſs: and wretchedneſs, were all 


oreſeen, and conſidered by him, when he laid down 
his life a ſacrifice for our fins, and a ranſom for our ſouls ? ? 
for when we were without ſtrength, and when we were 


I Le in due time Chriſt died for us, Rom. v. 6. 
And what. good, can the Lord find in vile duſt, but what 
he has given ? or what can he foreſee, but, "what he de- 
 Ligned to beſtow on us? or is it poſſible we can bein e 


worlſe.. condition than vitae he foreſaw, chen he laid 
down his life ? For whom did the bleſſed Saviour die? it 


l not for well affected friends, or darling favourites, but 


1 ſinners, for e enemies, for the ſtrengthleſt and n 5 


W 
$7 #5 


ther I' ſhall ko: "eternally i in joy, 
And to truſt in eternal life, and eternal happipeſe, re- 
"quires a very ſure and ftrong 1 foundation. Who 1s he that 
cometh to fave me? Who is ſufficient for ſuch a "48 : 
and "weighty undertaking? Is he of ſuch a dignity, as 
Nag en ry that 3 wh ich a ee Is he of ſuck, 
| power” 


And when ke did take pity on us, and faid unto us, Live, 
it was not for any c6melineſs he ſaw upon us, but when 


he {aw us wallowing in our blood, in a loathſome and 


loſt condition, « he ſaidunto us, Live,” Ezek. xvi. 4. 5. 6. 


Say not then, O my ſoul, theu art paſt hope, but a- 
de from ſecurity and unbelief, and * flee for refuge to 


by hold upon We hope ſet e you,” Heb. 2575 18. 8 


0 XVIII. The N88 Fares of * fin, od the 3 . 5 
dance e, everlaſting Jalvatien, . the oft Wy very 


We anxious for a Ae, e 8 


But, 0 eternity, ſay the foul; is an ning Wie? Þ 
e 20 eternal concerns are of an Sieh importance 


not be an eaſy thing ſo much as to be in ſuſpenſe, whe- 
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death hath deſtroyed death and hell, and brew that had 
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wer 6 can * and ap that a which exceeds. 
po fear ?1 1s, he of ſuch 12 22 can cleanſe; a ſoul as black. 
as hell, or caſe me of that guil tyrbich.is keavierthan racks? | 
I ami ſure, I need ſuch a ſtrong. Redeemer”; And-I am 
ſure I. . not turn for help in this, either to ſaints r 
angels: for what creature can caſe of that Wich makes 7 4 "i 


i 
2 
* 


the whole creation groan? : 


But, O ſolieitous ſoul, may it not comfort es that + 
when the Lord © ſaw there was no man, and took. notice © 
there was no interceſſor, II. Iix. 16. „ he laid hel? 
on one that was mighty to bear it,” PL Ixxix. 19. being 
the © man that was God's own fellow, Zech. xiii. 7. 
Why doſt thou not 1 by thy ſtrong - hold, ag a pri- 
ſoner of hope?” Zech. ix. 12. Why deſt thou not lee 
to him, 3 is able to ſave unte the uttermoſt all that 
come unto God by kim?“ Heb. vii. 25. Thy Res _. 
os. is ſtrong, * Lord of hoſts i is his name, 8 1 

4. Is he ſtrong enough to ſave from fin and earths... 0 
& Rn” and all the 9 — powers ef darkneſs ? 57 
ves: for ehe hath borne our ſina in his body on the de | 
I Pet. ii. 24. and nailed them to the croſa; and bx 


the power thereof, that is, the devil, Heb. ji. IS, 
and © hath ſpoiled principalities and powers, triumphing x 
over them. in the croſs,” Col. ii. 15. ; and now © has 
aſcended. unto heaven, having led N Ane 


Epb⸗ iv. 8. F.. Ixviii, 16. e e 
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XIX. The and ful lin aur. atii aim 
7413 BP Coriff's willingneſs to fave. 5 2 . 25 125 5 


I doubt nothing of the keene of; Evian the 8. 


viour, faith the anxious ſoul; I know he hath power 


that could draw me to himſelf, though all the gates of 
hell, end all the powers of darkneſs, were between: 1 
Rag, if « he will, he can make me clean; m my only- 


doubt is of his willingneſs. The n e of the 1 1 


reatneſs and number of my fins ſtaves me off from him. 
it acceptation can I expect, who have ſo much 1 
fended Gad, and affronted my Redeemer? 70 | 
Bu . 9 ee wk . doubt of his 1 4 
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mins ? Tn Whofe Heart FE the rt tht 


eived when thou wert hid in the barren womb of no- 
"thing ?. Was it rot then his own felf. motion? And what 
was it 


but his on good. will unto the children of men 1 N 


1 his willingneſs to ſave them, that was the ſecr 


g, running under ground from all eternity, Which 


Abr forth in time in all the iſſues ef goodue % to the 


trauſp örting admiration of angels and men? Was it not 
e gave his own Son, and founded an etern: al 
coòvenant of ſve and peace in him? What could Iris 


Reer that 
a Saviour from heaven to earth, and from the. earth t6 


' the croſs? What could perfuade him to difrobe himfelf 


of light, . 18 of a garmefit, and to cloud the luſtre of his 


. divinity by the 1nterpoſition of a pale mortal body? 
What but free love and. willingneſs to ſave could $2 | 


him to all this? And from What other principal could 


| He wos the to receive miereys befecch thee, to. be happy, 


and intreat to be ſaved? 


And what doubt can teu of this, whin he, dle 


Al the Faithful and the True, gives full affurance, 
that him that cometh unto him, he will in no ways' caft 
out? John vi. 37. If he were not willing, why would 
ee us to come unte him? Is it not the “ Fa- 

's commandment, that we ſhould believe in he name 


of bis Son Jeſus Chriſt ?” 1 John ifi. 23. And is it not 


his own commandment ? ? 4 Only believe,” ſays he, Mark. 


v. 36. And how ſerious and zuthoritative is he in his 
commands: © I ſaid, behold me !” and again, « Behold 
me, even to thoſe that are not called by my name,” If. 


| Ixv. 1. Canſt thon queſtion after this his willingneſs to 


* give ſalvation, when it is not only offered thee by way of 
grace and kindneſs, but alſo * * on thee by way of 


authority and command ? And why would he Loba 0 


to the loweſt terms imaginable, if he were not willing to 


. fave thee'? What doth The Lord require of thee, O mj 
ſoul, in order to be ſaved? | No-merits, no rivers of oil, 
nor mountains of prey, no price, no penance ; hut only 
come and receive the offered gift of life and falyation, 


John i. 12. And it is a hard matter for thee to receive | 
A free gift, ang Ee We Wa and e hy 


ift 


t er Beli 
finders?” Süte it came not into the hearts of men or än- 
s to defire it, or dream of it. Was it not à dehgn con- 


E,, 


a e _ wo co 


2 
pry 


rebellious invited? «6 


7 Sml'e Hawes th to e | 1 "i. 


gilt of Chritt, and eternal life in him? Why doſt thou 


have as if thou wert grudging, either the goodneſs of, 1 
God, in giving thee an offer of eternal liſe, or the di i= 5 


ty of the ſoul, in being made capable to receive it? 0 
can qpubt of His willingneſs, who condeſcends to terms 
ſo low, as that it becomes impoſlible | there ſhould be lower 
terms of obtaining any gift, 1 leſs eternal 1102 and 
happineſs i in Chriſt, © F 


— 
> 


XX. The 1 foul Es bane as to prot ace -" 


3. ceptance, becauſe it has long ſiood out againfl geſpel- call. 


1 have no reaſon to doubt, faith the ſenfible n Gi | 
tht of Chriſt's ability or willingneſs to ſave me: but, a- 
Jas ! I have had already many an opportunity of falva- 
tien, many a bright day of the goſpel, many an offer of 


a Saviour, and many a loud call from his voice; and L 


have ſighted all. I ſhould: have given him an hearing 


ear, an 

but a deaf ear, and a rebella ſpirit. How ſhall I er. 

ſcape, who have neglected ſo DAE a ſalvation? | 
Yet fay not, burdened ſoul, if this be thy exerciſe, 


that thou art paſt 7 Are not the ſtout-hearted and 
earken unte me, ſaith he, ye ſtout- 


hearted,” If. xlvi. 12. thoſe that have played the harlot 
with many lovers are invited. “ Thou haft' played the 
harlot with many lovers; yet return unto. me, faith the 


Lord,“ Jer. iii. 1. And are not backſliders alſe invited 


to come unto him? © Return, ye backſliding children,” 
Jer. iii. 22. Be of good cheer then, O contnite ſoul'; riſe, 


he yet calls thee. Hark, how he knocks, and takes not 
with the firſt repulſe, but waiting to be gracious, ftands, - 
| redoubling his knocks ; , ©. Behold, ſaith 11 I ftand at 
the door, and knock; if any man will hear my voice, 
and open the door, I will come in, and ſup with him, 
and he with me, Rev. iii. 20. And when thou haſt re- 
| pulſed many offers of grace, is not mercy ſtill importu- 


nate with thee? How many years has free grace ſtood 


at thy door? Free grace follows thee, and purſues thee, 
and looks, O contrite ſoul, as if it W 250 let thee 
% 8, Ls ns haſt 9 ee, ö 
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N *I. The ger, foal — its acceptance with 
© Ghreft till it be in & better frame. 3 97 


2 my valid,” and. am perſuaded, ſaith the man, that all 
kat come to Chriſt, whatſoever they have been, arid 
 whatfoever they have done, ſhall be accepted of him: 

but I wapt the preparations and qualifications required 
| In thoſe that would come and apply the bleſſed Saviour. 

Were I holy, were I ſpiritual, were there ſo much as a || : 
ſpark of grace in my ſoul, this would encourage me to 

apply Chrift, and receive his benefits: but inftead of 
this, I am but a lump. of corruption, and a mafs of fin : So 
nor have J ever been ſufficiently humbled, and broken in 
heart for the fame! O the evils that reign in my heart! | 
DO how hateful is my. condition.! Dare ſuch a one as 11 
2m lay claim to fuch a high and tranſcendent favour ag | 
_Chriſt and his benefits? 80 
But why art thou caſt down, 2 my Ga and why dif- 
5 guieted within me? Is ſorrow required, thinkeſt thou, for- 
ütlelf, as if God delights in forrow as ſuch? Could I cet | 
down my ſoul as low as the pit, as low as hell, this could 
be no fatisfaction to God for the leaſt fin. Sorrow and 
eontrition are ſubſervient to a cloſure with Chriſt the Re- 
deemer : and when they anſwer. this end, they are ſufft- 
cient. And how can 1 1 5 holy and ſpiritual, till firſt I 
come to Chriſt, my a as well ay redemption ? 
Can I expect fruit from a barren branch, before it be in- 
grafted ? ? or would I buy Chriſt's righteouſneſs with the 
price of mine 3 or feck his ri ghteeuſnefs only to feek mine 

_ own? What can I find in — 875 but En, till I « come to 

the Saviour? ? What plea can I have but emptineſs, and 
| what price but felf-denial, according to the free procla- 
mation of his grace: Ho, every one that thurſtethy 

come ye to the waters; and he that hath, no money, come 
ye, buy and eat; Fea, come, 'buy wine and milk, with- 
out money and without price?“ If. lv. 1. And let him 
that is athirſt, come; and whoſoever will, 1 him take 
of the water of life. freely,” Rev. xxii. 17. And now, 

9 thoughtful. foal, what c.nſt thou crave more for thy 

Latisfaction? It is certain indeed, that none can be willing, 
but ſuck's as are e ring, > of the ne, evil uf En; 
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the abſolute ns of e I Wis of kis. ability = 88 "I 
wit 15 willingneſs to ſave ; but whoever are truly Allie „„ 
8 welcome. Can the terms of ſalvation be mote eaſy aas 
all the articles of the covenant be more free? Or can 180 
and and his grace be at a lower rate? How abſolutely 9 
m : poſſible us this, either from the nature of e or tl 4e oz 2 
red ture of the thing ? 199 oy 12 1 


to to the Hul, it becomes in joe meaſure. Jallthd- - as to | 
of - the gromnds and warrants of beli lienings, i 


or bb 4. 5. The weary heavy - aden Goner ke i is invited (to 


i | come to Chriſtfor reſt to his ſoul,” Matth. xi. 28. A 4 . 
Id «© wheſoever will, is invited to come and take of the wat or - 
id of life freely,” Bows xxit. 17 Why then do Inatcome? What 


eis to hinder me to come e and come boldly, and ap- 


5. | ply Chriſt the Redeemer to ali the ends. and purpoſes "the 1 


* * * 


1 | caſe and neceſſities of my ſoul require? Doth not he com- 
4. plain, & Ye will not come to me, that ye may have life ?”” 


John v. 48. And doth he not weep, becauſe, when he = 3 
e | would have gathered a people, as a hen E ber 
? Luke xix. 41. 


chickens under her wings, they would not : 
And what can he mean * all this, but the. greateſt pity, 
and compaſſion to ſouls? Hath not the. Son of the bvieg 


poor ſoul make of coming to him? What is freer than a. 
gift, a gift that prevented not only men's merits, but 
their very thoughts? And doth God hold forth his Son 
81 propitiation through faith in his blood? ROm. iii. 25. 
And may not any bruiſed reed find a ground and bottom 
of peace and ſatisfaction? Is not this ſufficient to under- 
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in | 01 what could the Lord do more; an the YG 7A 19 
11 teſtify his regard to ſouls, his eee to ſave them, 
; I and the encouragement they have to come unto him? - 
as | Are there not loud calls, moving entreaties, and earneſt © 
| invitations made to every one ? The fimple, he is invited 
iſ- | ta come and eat bread in the kingdom of God,“ For. 


keep t the mob Ah leaden, e and eee a 
Ns » af; 0 7 Reno unce . | 


God given himſelf freely for us, © that he might redeem - Y f 
us from all imquity ?” Tit. ii. 14. And what doubt can 
there be of his willingneſs? Or what doubt ſhould any 
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Renounce then, O contrite ſpirit, all faviſh fear and en 
mity of heart. Come, ſee the great lover of ſouls ſtand- 
q ing and waiting at the door of thy heart, till his locks be 
bedewed with the drops of the night. Come, fee] him 
preſſing upon thy ſoul by a variety of methods. He ar- 
yo Sues with the ſoul, „Why do ye ſpend your money for 
that which is not bread, and your labour for that which 
Will not profit?“ If. lv. 2. He expoſtulates with the ſoul, 4 
% Why will ye die, O houſe of Iſrael ?”” Ezek. xviii. 3 1. 
32. What fruit have ye in theſe things, whereof ye are 
no aſhamed?” Rom. vi. 21. He ſolemnly proteſts his 
a Joathneſs and unwilling eſs. that any poor ſoul ſhould 
B periſh : As I live, ſaitf the Lord, I have no delight in 
| the death of finners, but rather that they ſhould turn 
and live, Ezek. xxxiii. 11. And what greater ſecurity 
can the broken-hearted finner have, than for Being itſelf 
to pawn his being, and Life Itſelf to; pawn his life, in 
| * e that he delights not in our ruin? O when the 
Ploſfed Lord doth command, urge, threaten, allure, be- 
Leech, and turn himſelf into all 5 of perſuaſion, that 
finners may turn and live, come to Chriſt, and find life / 
10 their ſouls; what room is left fer diftruſting | his mer- 
cy? And who ean doubt of acceptance with him who 
Hath accepted a Paul, a Manaſſeh, a Mary Magdalane ; 
"and hath accepted prodigak, publicans, harlots, and back- 
Niders, when they ſincerely turned to him? _ 
But though theſe conſiderations in themſelves. be very... 
| Fatisfying ; yet, O, the many conflicts and toſſings of mind, 
And its many contrary reſolves! Sometimes the ſoul thinks 
It is eaſy, and at another time. that it,is a hard matter to 
believe. Yea, what is the heart of man by nature, but as 
2 deep pit of darkneſs, fear, and horror, preſenting all 
, the gloomy views which unbelief, both ſpeculative and 
practical, can caſt up in ignorant, depraved, and guilty 
1 [me n all theſe 3 10 faith, 
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XXI Il The 1 foul i is complaining, that be & can not 5 
8 as he ſain uon 4. i | 


| 4: j 
e ſoul, all this is comfortion envagh. to . 25 
Neves ; but, _ ! * capuet x beliere. © | Could rſt wy 
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- trol the word of God, and reſt in his promiſes i could 5 5 

vg ih rely' on the ſatisfa&ion,'and apply the merits of Chriſt the 

. Redeemer; all would be well enough with me, and 

a \ needed no farther. ground of ſatisfaction: but I find it 5 

- | a difficult thing to believe that eternal life ſhall be „ 

r ſtowed on ſuch a vile worm as 1 am, or that fuck ws 1 

1 duſt ſhould be advanced to ſuch bigh err. bo: : 

, 4 Vet, why, O thoughtful ſoul, wilt thou, not belise? 

: Is it becauſe thou feareſt that ſuch a great Being as the 

5 ſelf-ſufficient God will not deign to take notice of ſuch 

s | a mean and ſilly thing as thou art? But, who then brought 34 

[ thee out of the womb of nothing? Who made thee a 

man, and not a ſenſeleſs thing? Fa who is it that daily 

keeps in thy breath, and hitherto hath preſerved thee? 

p Aud on whom doft thou depend for thine all? Is it not 

I on God thou dependeſt for every breath thou draweft, . 

and for every motion of thy pulſe, and for every hair of 

. the thread of thy life? Is it not © in him we live, move, 

ö and have our beings?” Acts xvii. 23. Why wilt thou 

. imagine, that beeauſe he is high, he will not take notige 

of the children of men; or that he will forſake ow Bo 

8 works of his own. hands? Pſ. exxxviii. 8. FE 

| Or is thy, diffieulty in believing, becauſe thou canſt not 

| ſee in reaſon, how ſuch a poor, frail, dying creature as (> 
man, ſheuld look for ſo vaſt a benefit ag eternal life? But 
for what end, O doubtful ſoul, canſt thou then imagine 
man was made at all? Were there no proſpe& of a fu: 

ture ſtate, it is certain there could be no religion towards E 
God; and reaſon would be but tormenting and hurtful to | 

man. What then couldſt thou ſuppoſe to be the end of 
man's make ? i he made only for a life of covetouſaeſs, 
that is, that ke ſhould live in a continnal ſcramble and 
hurry, rife early, and fit up late; and when all is done, bo 
either lament his loſſes, or elſe his unſatisfying enjoy= - 
ments, till death comes and ends the ſtory ? Conſidering 1 
the vauity and vexation that inſeparably attends every . * 
hunter after this world, and how all his ſatisfaction doth 
not requite the half of his pain and ſorrow 3 may it 
not be plauſibly enough alledg ed, that the delirious per- 7 
ſon at N who fancied all the ors that came into 
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- tht es 1 16, Was in a 1 than ths 
covetous A ua his comfort was more, and his gare 
ler: and they are equal in this, that all ſeems deluſion ? 

"Or is man made for a life of ſenſuality ? But ae ; 
0 my ſoul, (beſides the unſatisfying and momentary na 
ture of theſe things), what view canſt thou ſuppoſe the 
 wiſe'Creator to have in this ; if inſtead of man's eatin 
© ve that he might live, and live to ſome rauable 
Purpoſe, he were made to live only, that he might eat if 
and drink, and indulge himſelf in ſenſual delights? aud 
for What end then ſerved the noble powers of his ſoul ?. Is 

it not evident then, that ſuch an end were neither vror· 
e God, nor werthy of man?: 

Or is man made only for a life of worldly 8 ? But 
how vain is the thought in imagining you ſhould be made 
bappy by thoſe who you judge your * or made better 
dy thoſe you think nat ſo good as yourſelves? And would 
not the means here deſtroy their end? While, if you pur- 

ſue honour, it flies from you; and if you fy from it, it 

will follow you. The proud then cannot attain it, and 
the humble do not much affect it. How vain a thing 
would man be, if this were his end; an end ſo difficult 
to obtain, and ſo little worth when i ? 

O thoughtful ſon], be not then entangled and enſnared 
with the ambiguity and creſſneſs of thine own reaſon- 
"YE ings; ſince, in fair reaſon, if thou believeſt thou art made 
by a wiſe and good agent, thou canſt not but be firmly, 
13 | yan that thou aft made for greater purpoſes than 
what can be in any carthly enjoyment. 

Or is thy difficulty in believi , becauſe through in 
thou haft forfeited all right to life and pineſs? Here 
indeed is the moſt perplexing ſtrait, and the moſt, con- 
founding thought: And, O my ſoul, mince not matters 
here, x,y not to juſtify thyſelf, nor to extenuate thy 
- faults, but freely and ne acknowledge, that not on- 
ly thou deſerveſt no life or happineſs, but that thou de- 
_ Jerveſt the contrary; that pure wrath, and unmixed ven- 
-geance, is all that thou deſerveſt; and "that the leaſt bene- 
- fat, yea, any thing on this fide of hell, is a mercy to ſuch 
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[de long e. ere now, if this bed bett the cull WW 

Procedure with thee? Hzdſt thou not long before this „ 

time dropt into hell irrecoverably k. 1 
In all humility therefore e e anto the HY thas 8 

it i is not our defert that is the meaſure of his government DO 

at the throne of grace; but it is the glory of God, in 


conjunction with tt e happineſs of man, being it is a thnene 
of mercy. yet founded on © juſtice and righteouſneſs,” 
Pf. Krxix. 14.; elſe for what end did the Son of the li- 


ving God come down among us, and tabernacle in ut 
nature? And why did he veil the fplendor of his God. 24 


| head, and die in our room ? Was'net his end in all this, 
that he might ſave us from ſin, and might have 2 „ ran- 
ſomed people?” If. liii. 1 1. and & that we ie fit with, * 
him 1 is throne 2” Rev. iii. 217. 1 
ain, thou ſayeſt, thou canſt not 9 But bethink — i 
i; O exerciſed ſou}, better in this buſineſs ; for if - 
thou doſt not believe, how is it that thou till h os 
Chriſt? and why cannot all the world part you and, h im? 
Why wouldfbthou either live eternally with Chriſt in glory, . 


khan chuſe, if it were poſſible, an eternal life on earth, 


in the affluence of all worldly enjoyments? And wouldft ' 
rather quit with all things in the world, than quit a claim 
to the excellent Jeſus? And how couldſt thou find fo 
much delight i in the word of God, and wouldſt rather a 
have a , without a poſſeſſion, than a poſſeſſion with». 

out a promiſe? And why wouldſt thou be content f 
any affliction, in order to get rid of fin, and be fully con- 


Ho to the bleſſed-Redeemer? Can fuch diſpoſitions be 


in a ſoul where faith is not? As ſoon i imagine that fruite. 
* ſhall grow where there is not a root. 4. 
But is it fo indeed, that thou canſt not t believe? Vet, Oo. A 
exerciſed ſoul, though thou eanſt not compaſs a promiſe, ö 1 
yet ſet a mark upon it, and fay, It ſhall have my weak / 
heart, and poor endeavours, till Ged ſhall fulfill my defires: 
I deſerve not, ſays the humble ſoul, to look u to heaven, 
the place of God's throne, nor even to breathe in God's 
air, nor tread an his footſtool ; yet heing that free promiſes * - | 
are iſſued out to all poor finnem, I will keep an eye n 
»theſe promiſes, which are ſo many branches out of God's  '/ 
covenant; ; at leaft 6 I will 0 them afar off,” Hel xi, 
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"I 1 will be like Benhadad's Fog AM the | 
words that hint = remiſſion and life, 1 Kings xx. 33. 
and like the woman of Canaan, glad to cc Pick up the 
very crumbs, Matth, xv. 27. | 
+ I knew that, no improvements of Na righteouſ- . 
neſs; no religious performances, no conditions to be 
wrought out of myſelf, can effect faith. J cannot ſpi pin 
it out from the nerves of mine own ſtreng th; et I will 
urge my heart to cloſe with my excel ent » 
And O that God would urge it to an entire. reſignation 
to his promiſes and pregepts ! What! is there 1 my 
door, through corruption and ſin, a horrible gulf of e- 
ternal darkneſs and death? And have 1 nothing te do 
with my precious and immortal ſoul but to throw it in, 
when I know of a Saviour, who is both able to ſave, and 
' earneſtly deſires to ſave me? O! I may not ſlubber o 
ver this huſineſs; I will leave no duty uneſſayed, and , 
no means untried ; I will preſs this matter hard upon my | 
ſoul; and I cannot think of giving ny over, till I, am 
perſnaded and enabled to believe. 
Vet becauſe there is no power in us to fallen on a pro- | 
miſe, unleſs God draw by his. perſuaſive and overpowering 1 
grace; therefore, ſays the ſoul, I will fall down before his 
throne of grace, I will bow my knees unto the Lord, 
and I will beg that he may make way into my ſpirit, and 
- cauſe me, from an inward prevalent principle, yield my⸗- 
©» ſelf unto him. O heavenly light, eome yet nearer tomy || 

. conſcience, with more pointed and peremptory demands, 
and nearer to my mind by a more clear diſplay of the un- 

5 ſearchable riches of Chrift, and the glory o free grace 

ſhining in him; and by my mind ſtrike with a vit 5 efs | 7 
rer upon my heart, and put all the KN of my ſoul 
into a fuitable motion towards Chriſt the Redeemer ! 


And when ſo,  _ 
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2 e. foul fl 25 c 1770 and fs bold on ; him 
I the remiſſion of fins. © We 


"If I. fit fin under the power and- guilt of al my fins, L | 
| ſhall die; but if I put myſelf, ſays the ſoul, in the hands * 


t Chait, if he fave me, I ſhall live ; 1 he ſave me doth 4 
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neceſſity I am in, which-may thruſt me forward to à beg 
undertaking, I find ſure and ſweet, promiſes, that all h 
come to him ſhall live, Hence, I am reſolute to caſt ma 


ſoul upon him, and put all my everlaſting intereſta in his ᷑ 
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hands. The matter indeed is awful, weighty, and im- 
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portant, and cauſes great thoughts. of heart, 206.6 eat 
workings of mind; but I ſee nothing for me but one thing, 8 
and that is, fleeing. to the Redeemer's grace. The ſenſe 
of fin deth ſeize indeed my ſoul with terror; “ but ha 
not the Lord laid on him the iniquity. of us all? II. 
liii. 6. Terrors from the Almighty do aſtoniſh me ; but. 7 4 
had not my bleſſed. Saviour a deep ſenſe of the wrath'of 
God, when his ſoul was “ amazed, aſteniſhed, and ſor- 
rowful, even unto death,” and being in an agony, * he 3 
offered up prayers and ſupplications, and ffrong. cries" © | 
and tears, and was heard in that he feared? Mark xi. 
33. Matth. xxvi. 28. Heb. v. vo Dogs of hell, xen 
rapid deyils, compaſs me about with their horrid tempta -.- 
tions; but was not my Saviour tempted in like manner, 
| even to. infidelity, adolatry » and diſtruſt, Mat. IV. though 0 5 1 
Satan could find nothing in him? And why ſhould our 


Lins be laid on Chriſt, but that he might take them ok | 
us? Why ſhould he ſuffer impreflions. of wrath, but ta " 
deliver us from the ſame? And why ſhould he be tempt»  ' 
ed, but to fuccour and deliver us when tempted? And | 
therefore I flec for refuge to this hope ſet before me; L' * Þ 
will fix my heart on Chriſt, and rely on him as the Lord + JF 
my righteouſneſs ; with both arms of faith, I will fold a=; » þ 
bout my Redeemer, and not let him go till he bleſs me. 
What profit, O Lord, would there be ia my bloody er | 
J ſhould be let go down to the pit whence there i8more= - 
demption for ever? It is the living, the living that praiſe i] 
_ thee, for the dead and damned cannot fing forth thy glo- 
TY, as I defire to do this day, and my heart deſires to ds 
through all eternity. And will not Fl ns praiſes #8 


1" > 
« 4 
Wy 1 


of redeeming grace be more grateful in the ears of tbhbe 


| Lord of Sabaoth, than the howlings of a wretched and is 1 
Ame ghoſt? I. will then look to Chriſt for ſalratipn: 
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I vil lock to himy and his rich merit and grace. J reli n 


WW + - © within me, and, in particular, that it may be faved from 
nnn and its guilt, that I wait for, and expect. I cannot 
THER think df lying under the guilt of all my fins, a load e- 
wdaough to fink me into the Toweſt hell; and therefore I. 
wi make a ſpiritual adventure in © caſting my burden on the 
4 10 Torq,“ Pf. N. 22. and in ſtaying my ſoul on the bleſſ- X 
ed Redeemer, having no lefs warrant than his command, 
sand no lefs encouragement than his promiſe. It ſhall not | 
be the fenfe of my finfulneſs arid unworthineſs that ſhall 
keep me off from Chriſt 5* being fure, that if ever I get 
+ "help, it muſt come from Chriſt's hand; for to whom 
+, [eati1 go, © Lord, but unto thee, thou haft the words ſh 
pf eternal life ?” John vi. 68. Yea, what elſe have Ito |f ©: 
ring to Chriſt, but a ſenfe of mine unworthineſs and 
vileneſs, If. Iv. 1, and a cMain perſuafion of his ſuf- K 
-Keiency and readineſs to fave me, according to the good 7 
Word that hath proceeded from his mouth? ; foe Tt | 
UM hat the firength of Ifracl cannot lic,” 1 Sam. xv. 20. and IJ. 
dat grace ziele, and faithfulnefs itfelf, will not ſhrink gi 
back; therefore 1 will never give over looking to thee, 
- +4 and hanging on thy word; but I will thruſt my foul upon | 
thy promiſes, and bear myſelf on thy faithfulneſs. And || ” 
I do no more, O gracious Redeemer, than what thou 
MIL Feet me leave to do, when I © believe in thee for remiſ- 
T3 * Amon of my fins,” Rom. iii. 25. 26. as here I do by thy 
Frace: and I truft thee, O merciful Father, and com- 
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of my precious and immortal foul. '. | 


| 2h Paſſionate Saviour, with all the great and eternal intereſts 
Baut though the firſt 2 that a broken hearted ſinner 
Fnuddꝰ relief from, is Chrift's prieſtly office, in the remiſſion 
bf fins, and deliverance from hell; for the news of a2 
pPerophet, chat enlightens the mind, can give little caſe to 
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| # 5 IT ſpirit, the queſtion fill-remainings. 51 en 


: King + can yield but ſmall comfort to a foul that is already 25 : E | 
| cba with the N of that youre” which i is ins 4 

finitely powerful. 
burdened f ou 
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ſaye me from the curſe of the law, and the termeite of 
divine vengeance? And the report of a great and mighty 


But though this "wh 6 0h 1 5 the firſt 5005 t A W 5 . 
GN. and the firſt healing balm to a Ta | 8 j 
ſpirit, is from the prieſtly office of Chriſt, which e = A 4 
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Chriſt's prieftly office, but heartily and «bf 2 e, J > "44 
unte bim as a prophet and a bans 1b Be 5 E * 
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f ſay y; that 1 wool bali in the bleſſed R e 7 
for the remiſſiou of ſins? I will ſtand to this. But . 1 
ſhall be alſo my Prince and my Lord. O-I conſent, ſays \K #9 
the believer, fully to Chriſt. Why? Whatever way ©. 0 
view him, whether as a prieſt, or as a Prophet, or as gn + 
king, I ſee incomparable excelleneies and raviſhing beats 8 1 
ties in him; and nothing at all ynſuitable, or unloyely. -.._ - Ig 
I conſent alſo ſincerely and abſolutely unto the amiable ' 
Jeſus. There. ſhall be'no conditions, no limitations, aud 5 
no fecret reſerves in my acceptation of him; whether, in 
the office of a prophet, or a prieſt, or a king: but I will 
ſay, „Teach me thy way, 5 through grace I reſolve to 2 5 5 * iy 
walk in thy truth, Pf: Ixvi. 1 £278 Speak, Lord, fe”. . ] 
thy ſervant heareth, 1 Sam. iii. 10. That which E 
know not, teach thou me; and enable me to practiſe that 
which I know. I would be as fain ſanctified as pardoned q 
as fain delivered from the power and pollution, as 9 3 1 g 
the guilt and puniſhment of ſin; and I would as fain E. E i 
ply Chrift Jeſus for ſanRification as for ſalvation; yea, "*h „„ 
account that ſanctification is ſalvation, heaven, and hap b EN 3. 1 
neſs to my ſoul: And for this end, O I readily and 
ly conſent to thee, my Saviour ad my . my BS. 
and my God, my portion and my happineſs,” my all and 


my af N W have I — Fein but thee, © "I 2h 
9955 8 # * rn . oh 
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352 Lion Travelr;or, , ] 
Lord, and in the earth, there is none my ſoul deſires be- 
ſides thee? Pf. Ixxiii. 2 5. 1 0 e 


„ 
. 


* 


o be more clear as to its clo ing with Chriſt. 


O O my ſoul, art thou pleaſed with Chriſt, and his bene- 
WW Fits? Yes, I am well pleaſed with precious Chriſt, and 
Wi © the precious benefits of his purchaſe. O my ſoul, doſt 
thou conſent to a whole Chriſt? Ves, I conſent to him as 
2 a Prince anda Saviour; I reſent it deeply that other lords 
+ -— ſhould have had dominion over me, and I would have 
Chriſt te ſave me, not oply from hell, but from the power, 
Pollution, and dominion of fin, which I reckon as a hell 
n my breaft. O my ſoul, doſt thou conſent unto Chrift 
with all thy heart? Yes, I yield to give the key of my 
heart to Chriſt, that he may dwell in it, and quicken, and 
LJanctify, and rule it, aud enrich it with his grace. I 
leve thee, O Lord, with all my heart and ſtrength, and 
I I will be fer thee, and not for another: © for my beloved 
is mine, and I am his,” Song ii. 16. O my ſoul, art thou 
willing then to part with all thy fins, luſts, idols, and va- 
nities for Chriſt's ſake ?' Yes, I agree te this with my 
heart; I renounce my pride, my worldlineſs, my ſenſua- 
lity, and every corrupt paſſion and luſt, and the fin in 
| Jpecial that fo eaſily beſets me; and I prefer a humble, 
Holy, heavenly, mortified life, to all the pleaſures of fin. 
Bleſſed Jeſus, Prince of the kings of the earth, I am will- 
ing to part with my ſins, and come to thee: yea, I come 
to thee for this end, that I may get free of my ſins, and 
de parte dfrom them. O my ſoul, doſt thou renounce 
this world, and all its pomp, glory, and delights, when they 
dome in competition with Chriſt ? Yes, I am moſt willing 
10 do this, and find the higheſt complacency of ſpirit when 
Icount all things but loſs and dung in compariſon of Chrift, 
e who loved me, and gave himſelf for me,” Gal. ii. 20. 
„ Whom have I in heaven but thee, O Lord, and upon 
- Earth there is none I defire beſides thee ??”” Pſ. Ixxiii. 25. 
O, my ſoul, art thou willing to renounce ſelfiſhneſs, and 
Aieny thy ſelfrrighteouſneſs ? Yes, I go out of myſelf, that 
Away bg found ig Chriſt, “ get having mine own righ- 
(RT VO ON PO". 3 ess, 


XXV I. The foul enters into a foliloguy with itſelf, in order 
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teouſneſa, which is according to the law, but the ris he 8 1 


eren life and ſalvation poſſibſe any other way than by the 
_ righteouſneſs of Chriſt, I would chuſe it this Way rather. 
I chuſe above all things to be beholden eternally to Chriſt, - 


life of glorys from the hands of EMNMAMUEI. Doft thou 

then, C | 

O yes, I ſurrender myſelf, and all that I have, or can do, 
to him, and for his ſervice and glory. And this through 


my ſoul, © thou haſt ſaid unto the Lord, thou art my 


my heart. This, throught grace, I do abſolutely, Raving 


price, Matth. xiii. 46. And this, through grace, I 
do conſtantly ; as this is a tranſaction that is without re- 


1. 13. And is not ſin the . abominable thing he abhors?? 
Jer. xliv. 4. Or can you think, that thy amendment, 
which at beft is but partial, and which is attended with [ 
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teouſneſs which is of God by faith,” Phil. iii. 9. Were 
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and to have life and ſalvation as a free donation from him, 
and as the fruit of his immenſe love. I like beſt to re- 
ceive all things that pertain either to a life of graee, or a 


my ſoul, give away thyſelf entirely to the Lord? 


grace I do heartily : my heart is in the tranſaction. 0 oh 


Lord,” Pſ. xvi. 2. This, through grace, I do fincerely, ' 1 
as in the ſight of God, withent any allowance of ſin in 


not terms of mine ewn making to propoſe to the Lord, 
but to be glad of his terms, and cheerfully to accent of 
them, as here, J ſell all things, to buy this pearl of great 


ſerve, ſo it ſhall be without revocation ſor ever. Amen, 
ſo be it for ever. Amen. | 5 | 28 


XXVII. The gracious ſoul cannot be perſuaded, but that 
this method of obtaining pardoning mercy and grace, 
and thereby true peace and comfort, is mol reaſonable 

Chriſtianity. ART te 4 05 | 


How elſe, O finfal duſt, canſt thon have any hope of 
God's favour without a righteouſneſs, and the application 
of it by faith? «© Is he a God that can take pleaſure in 
wickedneſs, or can evil dwell with him?” -Pf. y.'5. 9 
Is he not of purer eyes than to behold iniquity > Hob.  Y 


1 


more evil to condemn, than any goed that can be ſo muen _ Þ 
as tolerate, much leſs be improven, is ſuffieient to atone | 
for, or abſolve from theſe innnmerable offences commit- 
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the children of men?“ Or doſt thou think that the blefſed 
Jeſus «who came not. to deſtroy the lay, but to fufil it, 
laid down his life, that thou mightſt have right to lire by 
4 imperfect righteouſneſs ; ; or, Chich' is the Bat, be tt 8 
d without a righteouſneſs ; What would be thou 
of the holy Jeſus, that righteous Wh if he had deco 
proeure a liberty to fin, or an indy] 8 in ſinning? or 
died to procure acceptance with God without a righ- 
teouſneſs? What would be thought of the holineſs of God, 
that ſacred and venerable attribute, which ſtrikes the ve- 
ry angels with awful veneration- and fear, if it could be 
diſpenſed and remitted at pleafure ? And what would be 
thought of the truth of God, and of his judgment, which 
is always according to truth, if he pronounced thoſe to 
be righteous that are not? And ſure, without the appli. 
cation of Chriſt's "rightcouſneſs, Fe there 1s none righ- 22 


| thous no not one.” 


But now, in the juſtification of a Gnner, throng) the 
' gifted and imputed righteouſneſs of Chriſt, who is God- 
man, all the divine attributes kythe*in their colours, and 
ſhine in their brghteſt ſplendor, and more to the eternal 
wonder and rapture of angels and men, than any other 
way. Here mercy is magnified to the uttermoſt in the 
ardoning of the fins of many for-the merit of one. And 
tris Juſtice, in that he ſpared not a Son, becavſe of ſurety | 
for ſinners. And his wiſdom, in finding out the way. ' 
of puniſhing the ſin, and pardoning the finner. O the 
glory and harmony of all the divine attributes in this gra- 
cious cenomy! - Mercy and truth, - righteouſticſs and 
peace, here kiſs one another. O here is love to the utter- 
moſt; mercy in its higheſt perfection; ; Juſtice, wiſdom, 
and power viſibly to be ſeen in their pork ſplendor ! 
And that faith, which is the moſt ſelf-emptying and 
ſelf-denying grace, is made the noble correſpondent be- 

' tween my ſinfulnefs and Chriſt's righteouſneſs ; my emp- 
tineſs and Chriſt's fulneſs ; my weakneſs and Chritt's 
ſtrength; my deadneſs and Chriſt's life: O ean any thing 
be better tr ad ? 1s not this method altogether wor- 
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How well and wiſely is it contrived, that faith in Chriſt 


14 


eontrition of ſoul for fin would be but gnawings of con - 
ſcience. Humility and ſelf denial would be heartleſſneſs 
and abjection of mind. Reſignation wotild rather be from 
Aiffact, than yielding of the will to God. And love to 
God, or to men, or to ourſelves, would be but from' the 
teeth; fince, without belief of pardon, the man that _ 
dares to think of his ſtate, would be little pleaſed with - 
his friends, and leſs yet with himſelf, and leaſt of all 
with God. O how excellently then is it. ordered, that 
there is ſo much ſtreſs laid in the goſpel on believing in 
Chriſt for remiſſion. of ſin through his name! 5 
Again, What mercy is there in it, and wiſdom, that the 
offers and invitations of the goſpel are general and indefi- . 

| nite ! ſo that every one that thirſteth, and every one 
that will, may come and receive of the water of life, 
If. Iv. 1. Rev. xxii. 17. Had there been any exception 
of any ſinner that is willing, then the moſt enlightened 
perſon that ſees moſt of the evil of fin, and the maſt 
wmble ſoul, that is readieſt to conclude himſelf the great- 
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eſt OL) would have Rood. moſt off from embracing a. 
call of the goſpel: and ſo the moſt needy and moſt deſi- 
rous of grace would have kept fartheſt from it. Hor 
well is it then contrived, that the moſt ſelf-abaſed ſoul 
may with hope and confidence draw near to Chriſt! 
Again, What mercy is there in it, that Chrift fs 
none who ſeek his, help, and rejects none that come to 
him! as he himſelf ſaith, Him that cometh to me, I 
will in no wiſe caft out,” John vi. 37. Had there been 
but one inſtance, fince the creation of the world, of an 
one that came with a true and ſincere heart to Chriſt, and | 
yet was rejected of him, what diffidence and diſtruſt would 
this have cauſed in the heart ef every poor ſinner; even 
' ſuch as would have made him very heartleſs in any ad- 
dreſs to Chriſt! How wonderful then is the wiſdom and 
grace of our Redeemer in ſettling matters ſo, as that a 
EL ee ſinner can be able to ſay with confidence, 
that if the Lord reject me, who with all my heart do 
here come to him, it would be the firſt 20 of his ſo 
. a poor ſoul, ſince man was made upon earth. _ 
What mercy is there in it, and excellent wiſdom, that 
the weary heavy-leaden ſinner is expreſsly, and by name, 
invited to come unto Chriſt, who ſaith, + Come unto me 
all ye that labour and are heavy Jaden, and I will give 
you reſt, Mat. xi. 28. If there is a deep gaſh in the 
ſpirit of man through a ſenſe of fin, and if the ſpirit of 
bondage and work of humiliation be more than ordinary 
in him, tlten the language ef his foul is, Who can draw 
near to a holy God? - and ſo he could not think of eome- 
| N Chrift. but rather would flee from him as a pro- 
vo Judge: and ſo the moſt broken and wounded in 
ſpirit would be fartheft from ſecking after the phyſician. 
; _ How admurably then is it contrived, that the weary; the 
keavy- laden, the poor, the blind, the lame, the naked, | 
the broken in heart, and wounded in fpirit,”” have a ſpe- 
«chal intimation of grace made to them, and are expreſsly "4 
invited to fhare of the ſame? I 
What mercy is there in it, that there is no fort of fin | 
but what we have an inftance of the pardon for the fame |} 
in the ſacred ſeriptures, except the fin of obſtinate refu- |}, 
1 Tad the ated Had it very ee conſidering de | | 
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the ſeeds and principles of all fins are lurking in every 


man's heart by nature, which a ſerious inſpection into 


the holy law of God, and a narrow obſervation of the 


heart in its ſecret workings, will ſoon diſcover. In that 


caſe the very beſt, and who have moſt light to ſee moſt 
of the evitof ſin, and the plagues of their own heart, 
would be moſt apt to make the moſt dreadful coneluſions 
againſt themſelves, to be turning away their hearts from 


Chriſt. O the rich mercy and manifold wiſdom of God * 
there is in this! that not only no finner is excluded from 


the offers of pardon, upon faith and repentance, but alſo, 
there is no kind of fin, but what we have a record of its 


actual pardon: that no man may be left witkout | hope, 8 
but all may ſeek unto Chriſt, and ſue for his mercy and 


grace. 2 4 . 


Again, what merey is thefe in it, faith the believer 
and what excellent wiſdom is manifeſted, that the offers 


of Chriſt, and his redeeming grace, are free, altogether 
free, without any money, and without any price! He 


that is athirſt, may come; and whoever will, may come; 


and he that hath no money, may come, and buy and 
eat; yea come, buy wine and milk without money and 
without price, being juſtified freely by his grace through 


the redemption that is in Chriſt Jeſus,” Rev. xxii- 17. 
II. lv. 1. Rom. iii. 24. By nature there dwelleth no 
good in us, and what have we then to give unto God? 


We are vile, and what have we to recommend us to God? 
And we are impotent, and what could we do unto him? 


How impoſſible then were it, that ever we could be re- 


deemed, if it had depended on any thing we are, have, 


or can do? Beſides, if all the hope of redemption had 
turned upon what one hath been, or what he now is, in 


a natural ſtate, then the moſt ignorant of the holineſs of 


God, and the purity of his law, and the leaſt acquainted , 


with the evils of the heart and life, would truſt moſt to 


_ Chriſt, and hope maſt from him : which would be a- 
gainſt the reaſon and nature of tkings, as well as the na- 


ture of God. And, on the other hand, the moſt enligh- 
tened, who by ſeeing the evil of their fins, do judge and 


condemn themſelves tor the fame, and do moſt juftify the 
holineſs and juſtice of God, and. give him the. glory of 
his attributes, would be fartheſt from hoping in Chriſt's - 
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1 rounds be 90% nen 
f "in receiving C 777 for righteouſneſs and life, he is put 
Ants a firanpe muſe, what 2225 much 1 and "1919. 1 
ee mean. : 


1-2 0 ſtrangy⸗ fays the mari; 1 ths NO fouls is 
„„ =o leaſt notice me, a poor filly D worm, whoſe habita- 
tien i in the duft, and who am cruſhed before the moth 'r 
Ĩe0& is the ſtranger that I ſhould meet with any favour, whe | 
A ceſerres to be caſt into darkileſs among raging devils, 
| _gnawing worms, and unquenchable flames "Cnainly 


ay thing on this fide of hell is merey to me. It is 
per the Lord's mercy I am not eonfumed,”* Lam. iii. 22. 
The eaſt off. fallin gs of common mercy are more than 
I deverve. But that the Prince of life ſhould lay down 
is fe for the renfbming. of my foul from hell and | deaths 
O © wonderful! 
br And farther, that I mould have an offer of this life, 
5 and be earneſtly called to receive the fame; 0 how taking 12 
IS . and overcoming is this thought! At: 
©} © "Phat ſuch an one as 1 ſhould bs the leaſt glimpſe of 
. f merey, the leaſf hope of reconciliation, with God: I, 
t __ Ffuch a lothfome mifcreant by nature: I, ſo vile a worm, 
And whoſe nature is a fink of fins and a bell of horror * 
RT... © aftoniſhing goodneſs! _ NE. an 
Þ But that. hs Lord of heaven, who Wetten me not in 
* . my beſt eſtate, ſhould net only give me an offer of life 
and ſalvation, but by grace a me alſo to embrace the 
ws Ame; What ſhall I ſay of ſuch immenſe and ineffable 
_* goodneſs? « Is this the manner of man, O Lord? Thy 
; thoughts are not as ' Qur thoughts, nor thy ways aa 
err I” 555 be, $ 4 « ©:he inks ba he -/ 
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city ean dive into it! O boundleſs goodneſs, andefs * 
lential ore! Endlefs eternity, thou art not ſuſficiehtts  _ 
expreſs yo grout 72 this ee en ang 1 5 5 A 


xxx. yl ble believes hart ther meſtthy the e . 
lobe burneth, and Hy e are W 44 e A | 1 
e Ws 15 e 3 4 


o 4 171 E745 my; * "FH N Vs 5 5 K 
ly poſſeſſed of all-amiable excellencies in himſe „dae | 
| vet vouchſafed to ſet his love on ſuch as IL am, o meas. 1 
yy and ſo contemptible as a creature, and ſo vile and o hate? 
4 ful as a ſinner. O! I loye that excellent One fer what - 
he is, and what he hath; and what he hath done for 
poor loſt ſouls ! © bleſſed Saviour, I am reſolved ner 
seo have a hard thought of thee after this! Who could 1 
40 more to teſtify thy love 0 us than thou haſt done? 
1 Qſee, through the wounds in thy, fide, the love that 
_ flamed in thy heart. © but Chriſt is precious, and an 
ay be precious to my ſoul! Let hic frown let Aim 
he let him aflick; yet nevertheleſs. I will love him. 
But what is my love, but ſome poor thoughts and Hans 
guid paſſions, that bear no meaſure of ptopartion to - oy | 
225 infinite lovelineſs there is in him aud that ate : *Y 
love he beareth to me: O that I could love thee mores 
my deareſt Redeemer, and ſerve thee better When 
- J in the heavens high, but thee, O Lord I count 2 "A 
all things but loſs and dung for the excellenoy of the 
knowledge of Chriſt, Phil. iii. 8. O God, thou art 
my God, N will I ſeck thx. my - ſoul thirkteth;\mly _ _ ©» 
fleſh longeth for thee,” PI. Ixiii. 1. pp My heatt/ break- 3 1 
eth for the longing it hath Nos nn * 5 CO 
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oy TOE = Genet as it Sen of adore: and 
. lovin edeemer, it cannot confine itſelf, but faith, As 


[| © the Lord iverh, I will thew'nyſelf T vill utter my ove | 


tothe amiable Jeſu n . 

But yet, being utterly at a loſs to 88 the . f 

the heart, it knows not well what to ſay, but compares 
bim 0 this and that, and the other deli ghtful object; and 


; 
; 5 -,_ _ perhaps ie the firſt deſirable thing it =; and infinitely 
| 


pPrefers him to them all: « His countenance,” ſays the 


|. devout believer, 16, is as Lebanon, excellent às the cedars,”, 


Song v..13.. I ſat down under his ſhadow, and his fruit 


1 was ſweet. to. my- taſte,” Song i 11.3. * My beloved is 


A fairer than the ſons of men,” PC. xlv. 3. Les, fairer than 
ls ſons of God, And this man ſhall be my peace,” 
Mic. v. 5. This God man is my only refreſhing ſnadow 
from all the ſcorching beams of divine juſtice : and of 
him will I'fay, Here is my reſt, and here will I dwell both 
Alls gſely and pleaſantly. And although the fig · tree ſſould 
3 8. not bloſſom, although: the labour of the olive ſhould fail, 


bes And no fruit bei in the vine: mers wy MEWS _—_ op be 99 —. 


to my taſte,” 1 8 iii. . 
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: 8m XXXII, 7 he e oth is 1 All 7 dog, cannot 700 l in 
Leneralt, but comes te be very particular in the eb. 
1 e and commeRdation of 7 the excelent . wo 


FF . 17 8 
* xa Can 4 bold, ſaith the Dolowrer, with ny . 
anch ndtion of my dear Redeemer? No, I cannot refrain; 
IL muſt proceed to a more particular as well as delightful 
lation of all the amiable: excellencies (if — 
of the bleſſed Jeſus, and their univerſal ſuitableneſs to my 

wants, and ſayeurineſs to my ſpiritual ſenſes : For Who 


: | 
3 Hut Chriſt unto met . Who ſo ſuited 3 who o exactly 
5 nttedd to precious ſouls, as the excellent ' Jeſus: the Prince 


of life, the King of glory, the darling of heaven, and 
2 B of angels and men? Whatever Way I view 
0 lovely . loving Redeemer, there is enough to 


* 7 7 the hearts of all the ſaints and angels i in heaven! 
And now will 1 ſing a fong of my beloved. © Thou 
art mau indeed, O excellent Redeemer z but thou art al- 


- EX: only and deen 9 man cat is God Fel- 
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be enjoyed in thee. | Thou art God, and therefore thou 


art an infiuite ocean of all excelleneies: And thou art 
män, and therefore al: beauties. whatſoever, exeated or 
5 unereated, material ar immaterial, are formally et emi- 
nently in thee.” Thou art God, and therefore poſſeſſed 


of all perfections: and thqu art man, and therefore theſe 


perfectiont of tkine are enjoyable. by mans as:his neceſſi- 5 : 
ties require, or his capacity can admit. 0 flower of all | 


perfection 10 No wonder ſaints: and angels Are . 
witk thy God/like viſage, lovelineſe, and love !. 

Inſthee, 0 eternal Son of God, are Pon: truth; ans 
wiſdom, as in their firſt ſeat, and. enougl 


the fe of them, And that wiſdom of God that 


myſtery of. God, and of. 
" BY ſeen in him, Col. ii. 2. 4 
And what can be ſaid Ader woke or Teſs i ts 1 Bode 


ml and love, but that it is Ged-like goodneſs arkd God- 
like love It is goodneſs itſelf, and love itſelf; goodness 
in a thouſand ſhapes, and love with a thouſand b 3 


is in thee ſhines with ſuch an infinite variety g of .dravghts, 
1 5 counſels, and contrivanees, as attracts the eyes of af 
angels in heaven, 1 Pet. i. 12. The very hidden treaſures 
of the divine wiſdom and knowledge are opened up in 
our EpManuerL, Col. ii. 3.3 and the fulleſt view of the 
the Wan «ng of Chaiſt, 1s to . 


the. 


J. ad fore: thy. 5 
* couhteriance” is altogether divine : and thou art man, © 
and. hereby Gods i is Abiy to be ſeen; and Fainſliarly to 


to charm the 
eyes of every beholder, for ever. Thou art the light. 
of life, the light of heaven, he Sun of the morning, the 
Sun of glory: And whatſoever, is 'Tightſowe, or pure, 
or pleaſant, or joyful. in heaven or in earth, 1 19/2 ray of 
the light, knowledge, and wiſdom that are in thee, as 


N 


goodneſs that is infinitely ſo, ànd therefore cas ſatiate 


the ſoul with pleaſures and delights. A goodueſs that 


is purely ſo, and therefore can fever glut in giving a- 
tisfaction. O amiable One, there are no clouds: in thy 3 


- brows, no. frown on thy face at all, but thy countenance A 


is fair A8 the moon, and clear as che. Jun; 5 and Thom, art 5 ow 


_ all ſmiles, raviſhments," ann delights. 


And O the keauty of thy hohneſs ! Thou art the Ho- 55 
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10 thee. at all; „gon iv. 7. 
7 Beat! art ht an ns e is no darkneſs at — 5 John 
I. 5. This is the beauty of thy face, and an excellency _ 
that is ſo amiable, ſo God-like, ſo raviſhing, as that it 
_ fivikes all in heaven into eternal rapture, who, with tran- 
8 Goa and ecftacy cry 1 66 Healy, * holy OW 
: Almig bty Ys 2 Rev. iv. 8 | 0 
Nor art — 4 to be leſs S 6 thy power, 
2 Aud indeed, O excellent One, thou never appeared more 
_ amiable than when thou came from“ Bozrah, with thy 
| garments: died in red blood,” If. Ixiii. 1. having by death 
given death and hell their death. s wound, and vanquiſhed 
All their loomy power. O it was well done this of 
thee l O it was heroically done! And let the crown for 
ever flouriſh on thy head. Conſubftantial Son of God; 


1 * Thou art fairer than the ſons of men, Pf. xlv. 2. fair» 
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er than the Tons of God, brighter thing: the moſt refined 
| M eee 

Was it not thou, 0 Lord, ho, when poor Ben 

; were ſittiag in darkneſs and the ſhadow of death, amidſt 

... Eonfulion, fear, and horror, that made them ſee a great 

and marvellous light ? Was it not thou, when awakened | 


and contrite ſouls found the guilt of fin bringing ſuch a * 0 
horrid gloom upon their con cence, as made them grit DJ 7 
like hell and death? Was it no chou, that not only 

01 51 thyſelf a ſacrifice to expiate their fin, remove thei 

„and fave them from hell, but alfo preſented — © 
a A this ſacrifice ſo cloſe to their te as made a4 
light heart, 2 ſmiling conſeier , and a ſerene ſpirit in Ne 

the ſoul that was deeply Uiftref ed before ? Was it not 


thou, O Lord, who, when the poor finner ſaw himſelf : 0 


_ wretchedly polluted with the filth and ſtain of fin, was it 
not thou that haſt waſned him in thy blood,“ Rev. i. 5. 


and made him glorious within, with raiment of needles is 


work, and clothing of 8 gold, and ſo fit to be 


ſeen among angels and pure ſpirits? O thou art perfect 
excellency : the brightneſs o of thy Father's glory, and the 


| : expreſs i image. of thy Father's perſon ;' and << let thy name 


be excellent in all the earth, 555 thy glory Aas above a j 


| the heavens,” 4 
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K is in port 0 8 SIE. he 
ured out and deburſed, accarding as we want, N 
can deſire. Yea, thou art an overflowing fountain 
. all 1l fulnels, not waiting for our merit, hut preventing _ 
It; not waiting for our good eapacity, but mand its 
not waiting for our gos deſires, but ercating. them; 
not givin becauſe we are worthy, but to ma e uy fo. 
Bleed Tofus, how full of grace, goodneſa, n 
and excelleney art thou! Læt any comprehend, if they. - 
can; the riches, the fulneſa, the freeneſa, the efficacy of 
_ thy: race. Heavens, ſound with thy praiſcs! For, 

Glorious things are ſpoken of the Son of the Wing 
God. It is he that revealed (peace on earth, and good - 


will to the children of men.” It is he that hath pur. 25 i 


_ chaſed this peace by ſufferings, blood, and death. It is 
* he that roſe again, and thouſands of death cquld not 
hold down the Prince of life. And it w he now that 
rides upon the heavens: by his name IAH; the earth 
ſhook, the heavens dropped at the preſence of God, the 
God of Tfrael. The chariots of God, our r e 
are twenty rh even thouſands of angels, the Lord 


God is among them, as in Sinai in the holy place. Ter 1 4 
Fa thou haſt aſcended on high, thou haft bed captivity cap» 


tive, thou haſt received gilt for men, Pl. Isvii. It is 
The, who, by a pull of his omuipotent grace, draws the 
6 backward and rebellicus ſinner unto himſelf... <4 0 
| hero, O moſt mighty captain of our ſalvation, gird thy 
. ſword upon thy thigh, and in glory, majelty, and ſtate, | 
% ride po. Ha Ih. Pf. xlv. ſubduing thouſands and ten 
1,0 thouſands of ſouls unto thee in the day of thy power. 
Wen the helliſn antipathy of our vature id overcaines 
and the heart is inclined to thee, is it bat thou thylelt” . 
chat hath done this? And is it thou “ haſt taken 
' thee thy great power.“ When thou turns a glad of earth” N 
Rt into a heavenly nature, and raiſes the ſoul that was wrapt . 
in the mud of earth, and ſunk in fleſh, to a heavenly + & 


| leation.z doth not this ſhew thee to be 4c wonderful-is £2 


_ counſel, and excellent in working? When thou pre- 


ſerves the ſmall ſpark ef grace in the ſoul, notwithitand- 
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> and *treaſures of lovelineſs and love; thou art purely 
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and all things therein, and let the multitude 


titſelf, and perfection itſelfl. There is nothing in thee, 
| N thy very crown, thy croſs is the perfection of 


a6 che geh; 3 OY « but the 1 154 7 of. our; . 
| doth valiantly; the right hand of our Lord doth valiant - 
hy. Higgaion, "Selah !” When thou, O Lord, bears up 
z poor teeble ſinking ſoul under a thouſand preſſures from 
Built, the fear of wrath, and extremity of troubles, and 
continuatice. under them, and ſtill keeps it ſtaying itfelf | 
_ only on thyſelf; certainly it is the power of God that 
effects this; it is the work of our: Lord this, © and.it | 
is marvellous in our eyes. Rejoite, ye heavens and earth, . 
| 


* . 
be lad, for the Lord God omnipotent reignetk ? 
'6 Son of the living God, thou art matchleſs Sd tines . 
rowleſs in all thy excellencies! Thou art the form ef | 
God, Phil. ii. 6. and who then can be thine equi? | =, 7 
What compariſon can there be between finite and infi - 
nite? Angels and archangels, hold your tongue of all 1 
your excellencies, in compariſon of him, and cover your” 
faces. ab aſhamed of your deformity. comparative to his 


_ glorious-beauty. Glorified ſaints, caſt down your crowns. 


at his feet, as holding your all of him. „Ten, thouſfand 


worlds, own ye are as nothing, and leſs than nothing 
and vanity before him. And finners, for blagk "SUD 
mention not your . e idols 1 in the fame: day. with 
him. RET, $ WIEN 
Perfect excellency i is in bim !. In the-perſon by our Eu: 
' MANUEL, God is fully-to be contemplate in all the beay- = 
ties of his holineſs, in all the ſmiles of his grace, in all ty 
the pleaſing eh of bis love, and in all the reſplen - 
dency of bis glory. Pure excellency is in thee !, 7 9 
O Lord, art thouſands of beauties, heaps of ee dee w 


G. The angels have their folly, and the heavens their 
comparative 1mpurity in thy fight, but thou art light 


but what is ſo. Thy perſon, thy gifts, thy promiſes, thy . 


eauty ! When ſeen. «© lifted upon the croſs, thou art e- 
e to draw. all men unto thee,” John xii. 32. O it is 
enough to draw-earth to heaven, and to ſubdue a whole 
world to tby grace and goyernment! What hearts are 
ure lat but rocks and Koney, © or. OD. that Re 5 

; g ne 5 
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wot drawn] more: enn 8 wth.) ſuch ac * 
thy love, ànd are not ravithed into en eternal e 
"with thy Goclike countenance !*- 

1 would fam effay te commend thee; 0 lovely 1 >", 
loving R r; but what can 1 fay y worthy f — - . 85 — 
or ſeitable to thy ſuperexcellent perfections ? 1 —_— 
fay, thou art white and ruddy, Whitz in thy divine. © 1 
nature, which is the briplitneſs of thy Father's paron; 
and red in thy humanity, which Was of the Rt Adam, 
that Was made of red eartk: White in thine” own . 5 
immaculate -purity and innocence, but red in the i „„ 
putation of our ſcarlet crimſon ſins: White in thy 3 
neſs and free grace to humble ſinners, but x 9 
bloody to thy incorrigible enemies. I may fay, — of 1 
the choſen, the chief, the ſtandard · bearer „„ thou= = - "Y 
fangs and myriads. I may tell that thy face is like - 8 2 
face of che Son of God; that thou haſt a 
enriched with light, and crowned with glory; 3 8 the . 
Words of thy mouth paſs-in ſweetneſs, homey diffill 5 
from the honey - comb: that thy voice is-eaough to wn * 8 | 
the (creature;into eternal raviſhment; that e drop .of A 
thy . myrrh. is fufficient to ſweeten thouſands of 1 
and Ge glance of thine eyes to ſtrike heaven itito ends 
leſs raptures. But all theſe images afe too Weak au 
faint to repreſent what thou art: And fo all and the "- 5 
moſt 1 can ſay-of thee, is to join with all chy chürch and. 
le, in fa ying, * Thou art altogether lovely,'Cant.v.6. : 
And whatever way I view thee, my deareſt ee 8 3 9 
cannot but find ſuch an incomparable ſweetneſs, and fuch 7 
2 joy diffuſed into my heart, as tranſports m ſoul inte an _ 
incorrupt, unrivaled, rapturous love: And I gradge 9 8 
ſuch à heart ſhauld have a being in me, that has (6 little 1 4 
love to the precious Redeemer, or ſo little 3 | 
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Lord, a dead dog; that thou-ſhouldft; ſhew him o 
But that the Lord, 
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| © not; confumed,?, Lam. if, 22: What's thy ſervant, 


w very-apprehenſion, co 
kesches even my wonder itſel 
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u inſenſible of, and have deſpiſed ſuch 
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a ee, with u n brit ranf Gre Þ 
_ excellencies, and the ſised e of his love. Sn id 
grace! ee ech ee. | PRION 
An eee 5 ee e ee et Uk 
XXXIV- The fot 3 „e och the Le n 
e cannot reſt In a f ffaje of + ar ddr bins, 5 
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"Have 1 got often Soc fays the os, to my Very fad "7 
45 experience, that no ſooner was my heart eſtranged + 
Ms Chrilt b vanity or worldlinels of mind, by pride, or 4 
5 fi nful a fetten, but immediately there was a degdneſs in 
my foul; 4 feltraint upon its aQivity,. and a damp upon - 1 
its joy? 1: dd indeed 4% far impuſe upon taylelt; as to 4 
| believe there were pleaſures that couſd fatisfy without " 
| the favour of God, and: the light of his countenance, and | 
| withgut a right {tare and, paſture of foul” towards e 
5 Redeemer, and without che bec ret, ſol d ſatisfa&ion, which | 
MW reſults from a fſpiritval” and heavenly temper ok mind: 
But O how flight and ſuperficial were the — 2 Ifound, © 
"Mn compariſon of what I loft They could: . e „ 
any in ward content, nor afford, oh any-lettled peace. ., 2} 
x There was ſtill ſamethiug wanting, and ſomething! ablo- ++ MY 
p lutely needful to found an intimate, ſolid, and ſatisfing 
Joy without u/hich my laughter Was but like the crack- - 
ling of thorus under a pot, op like the ſueering of fools. 3 
And how. often, and how; fadly- has this: happened: my 2 
life? What by entangling 'wor'dly caves; What bn. 
f veigling worldly" pleatures ; and What by the-avitiated 
op appetite of mine o gor rupt heart; how. often have 
| ſuffered my ſpiritual. del lighes to fade, and loſt the ſenſe + 
of God, and the ſavour o heavenly: things uponimy 
«ſpirit? O where am 1.4; ith, the exerciſed foul, and\whene ” 
;£an I find myſelf in ſuch à condition ? % D not find. [ESE 4 
ſoul alli this time not right placed. but off its touridatibr - 
and center? And do I uat find it full of indeterm | 
reſtieſs inftability,: and endlelsexcurſions 2. For- 8 
mag turns bis back upon God and Chriſt and heaven, = 
* What has he ſtable; to Bx upon? And What can beds, £ "M 
but nn e ure to e n 2 7 7 1 
A f 2 8 : | J 75 =. 
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ry forter, 3 ſhould. ente my DN is. far: 119 a 

l E while in ſuch a dark, 

dead, and fad condition ? Can I be at reſt, when "my 

»Þ are almoſt gone, and my ſteps well_nigh ſlipt ?2 | 
al. Ixxili. 2. I reſt, when I habe loſt my ground ; f 2 

and my foal is turned from God, its ogly centre and reft ? 

Ot no, no. O that it were be with me! 01 


that it were with me az in months paſt, as in the day 78 


When God preſerved me, when his candle ſhined upon 
my head, and When by his light I walked through dark- 


$3, 4- © and the ſecret 


8 when the Almigh ghty was yet with me, Job xxix. 

God was upon m ernacle: 
, put on righteouſneſs, and it Nele ed me: and 
mn Judgment was as a robe and a Hagen, Job: xxix. 1 2 


XV. The bel hen ee of Bos | 
. nd 8 4 4 55 = 3 
en by repentance and a. 


81 Gays the. ſoul, lues ; after the Lord, was "EY | 
ver avother followed: With d- many mercies, who hath 
ſo unthankful? Or exerciſed With ſo many croſſes, 
who. bath been ſo unhumble? Or hath any fo often en- 
_gaged + unts God, who hath-been ſo unſteadfaſt in his co- 
venant? Or hath any had fo. great experience of the 
grace and 0 y of God, who hath ſo lixtle ſavour and 
Teliſn of it? Or doth any that profeſſes fuch a near 
relation to God and heaven, diſcover ſo little of a ſpirit 
_ anſwerable to ſuch à dignity, or ſuitable to ſuch a _ 
tion? Oh! while 1 think on theſe things, 
Hul is troubled within me; ſeeing theſe, and — like, 
 Iniquities ſe between God and my foul,” Ia. lix, 2. 
breed a diſtance and ſtrangeneſs between God and my 
nou Jon — the fweer interviews and deliphtfl 
ee wick Go, 1 
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at the duſt and aM:&'my-iGul-for In: OF will eee unts A 5 
in my God again with weeping- and application: 1 will % f 2 
y | put away iniquity far from my tabernacle; Jeb aß 23. 1 
d that 1 may ver ifr-up-my face- to bin · aid —- 
„e without fear, Job xi. 15. And OI e. abhore m -Þ ee 

m ſelt in duſt and aſhes, Jab: xiji.-6. , Aud wherein I he 4 
* done iu quity, thro”. grace, I I. Will do ſo ers What  _- 
y have I to do any more with idols ?* Hof: xiy. 8. 1 1 LL 
keep myſelf frem mine iniquity.” * * e > - 4 
9 be freed af all my treſps J 
1 XXXVI. "Tet borauſe-m9 fears > 202 out + the z 2 1 
's an guilt of ſin, the gracious mates a new appleca- ** 
1 "0 e bioes Wor: ers roms e 1 

b Doth fin , fays the A 1 dag my foul 2 . 
4 ity: fligbts unto God? Hath ix bred a ftranj 2s 3 
7 ſhyenels betwixt God and my heart? Hath 652 — =; 1 
a that ſpiritual -ompoſednels, or Sabbath of ſpirit 1 bare 
bad in God? Hath fin polluted and debaſed my 9 "= 
E coming in betwixt it and God, in · whole preſence Fmijpht = <a 
9 Fl ſuch light, ſuch life,” aud fuch comfort? G 1 4 
. 5 Sin is a burden too heavy for me" te bear,” 1 | 
| &xxvbii, 3. 0 to be caledof this burden, and Ga 3 
e from this pollution! Whom thould go to for this end? PL 
p I will go to bim whoſe love can cobra multitade « 

C fins; and © whoſc blood can cleanſe from fins,” f (+ 

a 7 1 will take hold of bim, Who is Jet forth to . 

-  & propitiation through faith in his blood, to declare h 

e righteouſtieſs for che gemiſſion of ins chat are pat,” > 

1 om. m. 28. I Wil accept of hm who hath received - | 

a commiſſion from his Father te bind up the — . 2 

t hearted, to proclaim en unto the eagle nd A 
L. oor ins of the p riſon to them that are boynd/1 lla. —_ 

r Mis vlfſet is he that cometh in'thename Fs, 
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e , the man will ſet , . . 
h 5 hy, tenderly, Om” 1 fore me FS.” 
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hf *"F 1 4 e. on cc think of erding Gig TIER 
fin; withop t getting the pollution of it cleanſed away, and 

885 power it broken: There being an infeparablè con- 
nection between Jott1 fication and lanctification. Vea, the 
power and pollution of ſin is the greateſt puniſhment: of 
: It was ſo to Adam, and it'is fo to his oſterity It 

15 che j piritul! death threatned, *comp whe nſive or all 
other eri And it is ſo even fein the nature of the 
thing. Were there no other ſtroke of 'vengeance upon 

a a ſinner, his own wickedneſs would correct him, and his 
backſlidings reprove” him And as it js a thing utterly 
inconſiſtent in itſelf, to it is a horrible affronting of God 
c his face, to hope for pardon, and at the ſame time 
5 maintain. an affaction to lin; and have ng mind to part 
with it; - What; is the meaning of this, but a hoping that 


19 5 on his laws? And is 0 
N horrid and impious abſurdity! 
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2 acceptange, and communion with God, I will. 
out holineſs no man ſhall ſee the face of God,” Heb. xii. 


n 


Larkneſe, 2 Cor. x. 14. between a holy God and unholy 
ſouls? Is he a Gad that can take, plealure in wickedneſs 
or can evil dwell, with him! Q! no, no. Sooner. ſha 1 


I. 
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te. 
KS 


14 MW} 1 5 beaven and earth, yea beaven and hell, biend together, 


i / "than that God (hall. ever be a lover of tm, 
And I muſt be ſpiritual and begveoly ; ; for if earth. or 
| 3 any thing on eanth. be the main of my hope, and chief 


Profess to have unto. God? or bow. would. he think, it 


i a conſiſtent with his honour. te own an earth-' worm as. ne 


#' of his peopie? I muſt then, through divine grace, diſcover 


| 1 2 certain excellency of ſpirit, by looking heaven - ward, 
2 Ms and looking NET vols ta or — God may 
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an grace; or à true deſire q communion 


Sold will give liberty to diſhonour his name, and trample 


Well then, ſays the exerciſed ſoul, if 7 ncerely aim at 
cerely aim to be holy alſo; for God i is holy, aud £ with- | 


4 What communion can there be between light and 


. of. myJdelight, | how can 1 gorreſpond ta; the relation I | 
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not be aſhamed ou be. Sled my 


the Wall ſor 
and fap; John xv: 4 for without him T can do nothing: 
pie IE merit, gs 185 W kor e 
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I will hate my ſins for ever, and will walk, before the 
Lord in the land ot the living, fal, xvi. 9. © wilt 
walk tenderly, bolily, purely, and 3 as one that 
is ay: before the Lord, and never. ws es to be out of his 


fight, While 1 e Elenee, 5 OE KY . 0 5 : = ; 


$6.4 $6 5 pions + Tha; 
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vo; fays Wes man; I i e Aten od e i 


the great matters bet ww een God and my foul”. 1 muſt not 


wait till lit appear in its vileſt he, but 1 Will ſtriye a- 


gainſt, and cheek the firſt motions of ſin; wad #5 1 Sia 
rom erery appearance of evil x Theſſ v. 22. And 
look alſo not 6oly-to/the bulk of ny duties, Bus 2116 to 


the manner. of performing. them. And O, I am reſcil ved, | 


through grace, to ſtop ny: heart, and put 4 reſtraini 
upon it, whenever: jt. 
know can neither get nor keep communion with God, N 
without keeping the heart clele and near to, him, 

without a narrow watch over the looſe and — . 


thoughts that are ready to ſtray: from God, and fall to 
the creature a ain, and Withont exact ang el es 


walking, Eph. V. I 5. Aud 1 reſolve: ke all yl 0 
O! might 1 attain to it! But, e 


10 jk 


71 knows) Kyo the: been chat 85 is 68 in me? or wy 


man to direct his heart; or to ſtand to. his own reſolves; | 


but Chrift, he ſhall be the guide of my youth,” and che 
ſtaff of mine old age? And PII. go through this wil⸗ 


derneſs leaning upon my beloved; Cant. Vill. 5. not 


in pretence and prefumption, as ſome do, but þy'a real 
and faithful yen And not only' as a branch en 
upport, buł as a branch on the root for „ 
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| 2 without Yn Spirit. your do 8 uti 

direction, . T Johh xv. F. * "The life then i 
hive. ſhall be by faith in the Son of Goc 
Am I in darkneß and ſee no ligbt? 1 will truſt in the 
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* Gal i 11. 20. 


name of the Lord, and ftay- myſelf up my God,“ 


IIa. I. 10. Want I livelineſs of frame! 1 will g to him 
who came into the world! * that we might hav life, and 
have it more abundantly,” John x. T6. Is there noth 
but fainting and weakneſs in my foul? ll lean on hi 


ho giveth Power. to him that fainteth, and who, te 
him that hath no. might, increaſeth ſtrength, Iſa. xl. 29. 


Am I in a erf tation from in, or Satan, or the 


World? I know his grace is ſufficient, 2 Cor. xii. 9. 


and], 1 the ſame.” And in every caſe I will depend 
on my 


eſſed Redeemer, and not think of moying one 
lep heaven-wards wi fe t bis grac: eee e 


Le the feſe of an a * 
es in i e of an abſent fo a great 
© pitch” of humble” a 1 appt IND FT 


* 1 eee 
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+ Kathar; dich ty Waris 108 5 e 1 lr me 0 : 
any want than the want of cqmmunion with God.. Thy 


preſence, O Lord, can make up the want of werldly 


riches, honours, &c. but all he creation cannot fill the | 
room, or make up the loſs of God to a foul, How vain 


And uſeſeſs is my life without an intereſt in God, and in- 
_ © fereourſe wih im? Without this I can be in no ſtate to 


ſerve him aright: For how vain a a 7 wilt it be, to be 

tugging at the oar of unaſſiſted duties ood can 
IL either do or get in ordinances, unleſs Rep To be with | 
me in them! And without this I can be in no condition to | 
honour God. If the Lord ſhew himſelf the ſmalleſt - 


2 graces will ſhew themſelves excellen and wall: But if 


3 is gone from the ſoul, the very icht of that ſoul is 
ut out; and. there is nothing bur a of. darkneſs, 
apurity,/and horror in it. Vea, faith the ſenſible and 
earneſt ſoul, without the preſence of God, and daily in- 
Huvnee: from his Spirit, I cannot manage even the ſtock 
2 WIS. Tus . 


W. 


great works. but pet ment" remain 3 aal, or 
rather decay, without, conſtant Armen | 
And have not I many. a temptation to overcome, many | 
a crols to bear, and many à flood to. paſs? And how ' & 
could. I paſs Fairly through all theſe. diſhcutrics, uhleſs the + | 
Lord be with mae? 1 FW 


- of reconciliation; and reſtoration unto the reſence f 3 


"0 F, or the deſires of my ſoul are towards: thee, Oo Lofd, - | 
and the remembrance of thy name,” Ifa; xxvi. 8. My 7 


' Pal. cxix. 20. My ſoul followeth hard after thee, o 


Lord,” Plal lxiii. 8. O thou that dwelleſt between the, 
| cherubims, ſhine forth,” Plal. Ixxx. „ 


XII. I cue be otherwiſe . that the warm 2 


the foul, and a real impreſßon correſp ondent to 


. A ee of a gracious heart. 


. i tings as a $a ax 215 but a perl e 72 5 


r 8 


Hence the ſoul being preſſed by. ity ow] . 


* ſtirred, by love, it cries mightily . | 
preſence, ſaying, © O God, thou art my God, early will | & 


1 ſeek thee: My ſoul chirſteth for thee, my fleſh nah 


for thee in a ary and thirſty land' where no water is: W000 
ſee thy power and thy. glory, ſe.gs 1 have ſeen thes in 
the ſanQuary,” Pfl. Ixil. 1, 2. . 

1 Mi wht find * In mig aht come even unto bis ſeat, „ 


| that I knew Where 


b 80 ; w glad! will 1 ſabmit te all conditians | be. th ; 
J; gladiy f 


God! Though the Lord ſhould- require much, and im- 
poſe much, yet, if he will come to me, and cauſe me to 1 
approach to him, Lam content with all, and glad of all: 


heart breaketh for the- longing it hath towards thee,” 


Ms 


; be very prefſi ng in this buſineſs, ſigce he fi ol 
that communion with God, ITE © 1 , bs ich 4 e 1 


- ory: real 188 [ſatisfying thing... {fa Hf 05 
- That! i ba real copminnication Fewer! God = 755 
E 


communication, is evident from the et TO 

What is it, ſaith the believer, but a divine K 
in my heart, that can give me fach a clear an aro" ++ 
view: of God, of * Grin and heaven, in compariſon of — 9 
what I had before; whereby I have not a knowledge _ 
only of terms, propoſitions, and arguments about heaven 
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„ ̃ ˙u ... Coon ot ne ALS 
of the things themlelves ; not a Knowledge by report and 


hear-ſay, like a blind man's underſtanding: the definition 
of colours, but an experimental layour of ſpiritual bleſ- 
ſings, and their agreeable ſweetneſs and ſuitäbleneſs to 
And what but the divine preſence can draw the like- 
neſs and lineaments of Chriſt on my ſoul, give ſuch a 
- boly impreſſion, and leave ſuch a ſtamp of God upon my 
heart, as ſuffers it not to forget him. 
And what alſo but a divine. power can give ſuch life 
and ſpirit to the ſoul, that was dead as a ſtone before: 
So that the heart Which was harder than a rock, and 
more ſtupid than earth, becomes melted like wax, and 
made not only alive, but very lively in holy duties? 
Again, what but a tecret influence and out letting from 
God, can infuſe ſuch joy into my heart, when there is 
no viſible cauſe for it? © So that though the fig-tree 
ſhould not bloſſom, nor fruit be in the vine, and the 
labour of the olive ſhould fail, and the flocks be cut off 
from the fold, and the herds from the ſtall; yet I can 
rejqice in the Lord, and joy in the God of my ſalvation, 
Fab. iii. 17, 18. e es let 


What is the tendency and iſſue of all theſe divine in- 
fluences upon my foul? Do they not make my foul 
more holy, humble, ſpiritual and heavenly, and faſhion 
it into a nearer conformity. unto God, and cauſe my 
heart acquieſce in him, as my only chief good and fu- 

-  Preme happineſs ? And can this be owing te any mecha- 
nical operation of nature? Can nature rectify and amend 
nature? or rather, can nature out-do nature! Can na- 
ture not only elevate nature above its natural centre and 
- biafs, but even change and wholely älter it, and give a 
ſpiritual modification to all its powers, properties, virtues, | 


ws 5 
ds! 


ww 20 K © O- © 


and actions? Can it turn a lump. of fleſts into a {piritual 


nature? ora clod of earth into a heavenly nature! 
"Sooner ſhall the ponderous mountains ſtart from their 
centre. and burſt up from their foundations, and, like 
balls of light, fly unto the higher orbs and regions of 
light, than that any natural cauſe ſhall be productive of 
ed nn ie arte gs ir 7 os” 
Or, is it mere fancy that works ſuch wonders, and 
__ © gives ſuch a happy turn unto the fouls of men; when it 
3 SY | n 
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ever, or wn it is not 


is not PER Bru, Gith ping bell 


one. or two only, in one age, OT in one corner of the” | : 


world, but hundreds and thou ands of men and women, 

of all capacities, in all ages, and in every place, Where 
the Holpel is preached, that have the ſure. and ert 
experience ot theſe' divine, thele foul- transforming, tlileſe 
God-conforming, operations. on their ſpirits : ? And per- 
haps. even 'where the goſpel is not, or but . 5 
preached, there may be ſome. —— taſtes of 
ſupernatural Pers. 

Can it be fancy, when the perſons that are molke 51 
and compoſed, moſt prudent and ſagacious, maſt im- 
fitive an «diſcerning, and who have taken moſt leiſure to 
know the true ſtate of their fouls; and to oblerve what 
paſſes in their mind; do not only atteſt to and avouch 


their nearneſs to God, and the divine communications 


and manifeſtations 0 to tkeir fouls,. 22 — alſo venture 
their all in time and eternity upon it? . ee e 
- Yea, what is the life and ſpirit, and nah Jefibiiieh! „. 
true religion, but a holy and heavenly intercourſe of the 
foul with God? or a forming the ſpirit ſuitapiy to the 
moral perfections of God, in order to have commun 
with him as our chief happineſs Can I once imagine, 5 
that religion conſiſts only or mainly in ſocial virtues? - TW. 
ſo, fince, theſe ſocial duties have reſpec mainly to the 
preſervation and comfort of the animal life, there could 
be no higher view in ſuch a religion, than how one, by - 
the moſt proper methods, might ſerve the fleſh : For it is 
certain, a religion cannot be more-excellent than tlie ent 
for which it was inſtituted. And all this- would. bes 
ſuppoſition ſo groſs and horrid, as that ĩt were impoſſible 
to aggravate. it by: N abſurifities than the ent ow W 
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XIII. Yet often there is ſo much Abe e 


* 


, 


Fe FE: 


the believer bg, as that his light is neither clear 
nor dark; hence he is often in fad ſu 77 whether 
"he is a child of darkneſs, or a child of light 


The leaſt thing i in true grace, let it ade ever 0 
- weak, i is, that the ſpiritual part is predominant, and gets, 
the better in the Lonflict with fin and Satan: At leaſt 
habitually it muſt be ſo; and every particular grace muſt 
have the aſcendant over its contrary. But this ſuperio- 
rity of the ſpirit to the fleſh. may be in ſuch a low degree 
as not to be eaſily perceived. The perſon, it may be, 
finds much darkneſs, miſperſuaſion, and heſitancy in bis 
mind as to ſpiritual things, and yet he ſees as much in 
them as makes him prefer them to a thouſand. Worlds. 
lis truſt and confidence in a Redeemer may be very low 


and weak; and . ot he aw more ſatisfaction from what 


he promiſes to himſelf, from God; Chriſt, and heaven, 
chan from any or from all his beſt friends or his beſt 
_ emjoyments.on earth. He is often complaining. of his 
irapatience and unſubmiſſiveneſs to the will of God; and 
yet he would not, for à world, want a God to rule it, 
And would rather that God ſhould diſpoſe of him and all 
His concerns, than that be himſelf ſhould have the carving 
out of his on fortune. He ſadly complaius af the 
coldneſs of his, love to Chriſt; and yet offer him an 
eternal confluence of all wort diy . on the one 
band, and the eternal enjoyment of Jehovah: and the 
Lamb en the otber, he thinks there is no compariſon be 
Ei ; and readily faith with the Pſalmiſt, «Whom 
ve I in heaven but do O Lord, and there is none | 
on earth that I deſire beſides thee?” Pal. Ixxii. #3. | 
bemeans that the work of mortifieation of fin in him 
is not ſufficient, when the reaſon of it may be, that he 
cannot be ſatisfied with any degree of mortification but 
what extirpates fin, root and branch. Fe is ſore mo- 
Teſted with the lufts beth' of his fleſh and of his mind; 
but he is buſy by prayer and faſtmg and watching to 
get a full victory, and is willing 6 Gobroit to any me- 
thods, how coſtly or how rough ſoever they may appear 
to fleſh akon that Ser may take for the purging 
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away of his fin. Ile is much troubted” with the Tings 


th | 7 and. workin S'of pride but he cannot be ſatisfied, e 


ar hae inward quiet of mind, but in ſo far as he is made 


s of Himſelf for the glory of God. His faticy perhaps 


-. 


uſt WW fperity 2 
o- fiele joy 


But then, on the other hand, what Fea reaſon hath he 
in | 

a fays be, is my underſtapding in the things of God, ald 

* how weak is my perſuaſion of them? How elſe would 1 


ne I foffer myſelf to be ſo entangled in worldly cares, or ſo 


- 7 4 hs 


ar full recumbency of (out on the Lord my tghteouſtreſs, as 
no nt ONE. 
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2 is many 'Aa chant tolled to and 15 nk :Mited and not 
- _ comforted? La J alſo full of fad regret,. days he, ar” 
my love to the lovely and loving Redeemer is ſo far 
from that degree and meaſure as it eught to be. How 
could there be ſo often ſuch a ſtrangeneſs on my heart, 
and ſuch unliftinefs im my ſpirit with relpect to ſpuitual | 
things; or ſuch wearinels. of mind and diſtraction of 
thought . in duty, if chere was not much coldnefs ih my 
love ff or how. could the world get ſo near my heart, or 
Fo 0 why would + be o ſeldom in divine meditation! Ry 
Would I not every day, and every hour of the day, be 
counting that all things are but Joſs and dung in com- 
3 pariſon, of Chriſt, if there were not ſad decays and inter | 
; miſſio $ of my loye to the bleſſed Redeemer? 1 
| "Bef 8 all this, indwelling carruption being ſo urgent 
and importunate, that though reſiſted and ſubdued, in 
a good meaſure, yet, what by the vanity of our minds, 
or the carnality | of gur affections, or the folly of our 
imaginations, it returns, rene ws its aſſaults and preſſes 
' TE, on the ſoul again, fo. that for as many inchna- 
tions that are to. duties, there are as many counter 
tendencies.to fin; and as many motions 25 there are from % 
the Spirit of Gad In the heart, there as many contrary 
injections from ſin. All this makes the caſe of the 
| | believer many a time ſo perplexed, ' that he can JAY 
. diſcern whether it be night or day in his ſoul. Br. 
And what further intangles the ſoul -as to a clear 
raking up of its ſtate, is the Eceitfulneſs of the heart 
and its unſearchable depths. It is even hard to know - 
its geners! diſpoſition, ES it be fincere or cor tupt 
but to know all its ſecret .turnings, windings, and tra- 
verſes, is next to being impoſſibls. O bow hard is it 
to ſearch into the bottom! of the heart, and find out the 
ſecret ſprings of its motion! Beſides, there is a corrupt 
partiality in our hearts to think that our good is more 
than it is, and to think that our evil is leſs than it is. 
All chis puts even the true believer many a time into 
2 * fear, leſt a promiſe being left of his i= BY into reſt, 
5 he ſhould ſeem to come ſhort of it,” Heb. iv, 1. Hence | 
the gracious ſoul, after he hath even been as upon. the 
* with God, is Ge down 2. . A time 
to 
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. 7 as n whether the 00 4 as & nigh 
1 de well laid in bis ſoul. e . 5 ” 

RE e kein 1 3 TY 'Y 
| nientable defect and 8 5 of His ſpiritual — 4 ; 9 
= tion, which coſt him the labour of returning by the 1 
ere jeeps be hath loſt, betomes. ver) importunate - 5 5 — 
with Co for” his NO e Hou e 4 
60 WY ith he . ſoul, a 5 ys 1 een „ 
wy my watch tower, guarding * my. thoughts and affe&tions, _ -» 
5 and even my very ſenſes, thele avenues +» the ſoul; vet 
t how often. has the deceitful heart given me the ſlip! 1; 6 9 
* gꝑive my ſpirit a more ſettled bent to heaven and beavenly = 
* things. When I thought my ſpirit. was. be ding to my = 
T\ God, the ori Final of all ble gue „ yet how: ſoon r 
8 turn " alids' like a deceitful bow! O for a more ſteady 3 


direction of heart upwards and Heavenwards! net 1 a 
Sometimes I thought, I had now ſtrength, not- only. 0 ©*/ 
wk but to * run in the ways of God's commandinent,” 
IIA. xl. 5r- yet, O how ſoon hath my ſoul fainted? Lord; 
Help me. Lord, © give power unto the faint, and to him 
that bath no flight, increaſe ſtrength, Ha. xl. 29. #2: =þ 
: When I imagined I was got up unto a ſublime and 
heavenly frame, and that ny mountain was ſtr 
and it ſhould never be moved, Plal. xxx 6. yet hw | 
oon were the wings of my ſoul clipped ! and 888 {ot 
was I as a bird entangled in ſnares, that either falls down. 
or is pulled down to earthSagain ! BY * let the ſnares be 
broken, Whilſt T withal eſcape,” Pal. exxiy. J. Cauſe 
me mount up as on eagles wings, run And 5 e. 6 fe 
and walk and not be Faint,” Iſa. xl.. IT; 5 vv 
I know it is not a fit of affection, nor a pang of Yevo- | 
tion that will reach the work ; but it is 4 Monz habitual , 
intendment towards God and Chriſt, and a vigarous 1 
ſteady uſe of all the means that tead nearer and nearer 
. unto him. Unite my heart, O Lord, to fear thy. name 
continually, Plal. Ixxxvi,. 11. and fix my wandering. 3 512M 
mind. Lord ſtrengthen me with ſtrength in my foul,” - 3 
- TE eri. 3 oct: 9 e K, for ever . the ima - N Wo 1 


* 


77 


* 


gination of the thought: of my. heart to ſerve thee.” 
1 Chron. xxix. 18. 1 

It is not moving of che lips, nor bending of the 1 

that can carry/a foul to heaven ; but it is a going from 

| * to ſtrength: And g can ſuch & fecble and 

ſhort- winded inner travel daily ſuch a deep aſcent with- 

out thy ſtrengthening grace! G ſtrengthen What remains 


in me, and which is ready 10 di e, Rev. ii. 3 


; Rrengthen 
.withall might in the inner man, kph. Gli. 6-4 


Lam ſenüble that many will ſeek to enter into the 


kingdom of heaven who ſhall not be able, Luke xiii. I4. 


becauſe they ſeek it but faintly „and put not on ſtrength 
in their endeavours to attain Its, O give tuch 1 ſtrength 


and might in the inner man, chat the whole bent of my 
| foul may be employed in following /har d after thee, my 


God, and in © ſtriving. to enter in at the ſtrait ate, / 


Lake xii. 24. and may be ſtrong enough to carry me 
on in my travel heaven-ward,. with ſuch livelincls and 
vigour as breaks through all the Tubs and intanglements 
in my way, from ſin, Sa tan, or the world. 


It is not a tranſient fight glancing on the bead, or 
making a ſtir only in the ſower ſenſitive powers, that 1 


am praying for; but fer an, impreſſion of divine things, 
ſo deep as pierce through my mind into the very centre 
"of my heart, and operate on all the powers and affections 


of my ſoul with ſuch ſtrong influence, as to keep them 


direct towards God, Chriſt, ard heaven. Grant me this, 
O Lord, I beſeech thee. © 1 pray God may ſanctify 


me wholly: and e in foul, ſpirit, ang . 


1 Theſſ. v. 23. 

It is not dome hol wiſhes 104 pur poſes, ar Wine ge- 
neral thouphts of the goodneſs of God, , and the love'of a 
Saviour, that will either ſerve my turn; or auſwer my 


— 


mind. I would have a vital ſa vour of the things of God 


diffuſed through my heart, and diffaling itſelf through 


all my thoughts, affections, and actions I would have 


heaven fo interwoven in the very frame and conſtitution 
of my ſoul, as that every thing I do may havea tincture 

of holineſs, and an air of heaven upon it. 
It is not a jdſte only of the good word of God, and a 
* of j Joy on it that Thall ONE, me; but 1 * 
5 fain 
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oe "The Sm Sou 1 Ps Prografe to Heaven. . ; * 
Fain bebe an equal. reſp ect to all God 8 n 


an univerſal Work of Ui Spirit upon the 7 8 57 


ſoul, and body; and à fupp made to every joint: For 
tuere is nat a grace pertaining to che Chiri lan ned ity 
bur I would have, and in the meaſur urs: and degree that 18 
attainable. "Lord" Jeſus, furniſh me with ſupplies of the 
Spirit from thy: eee fulorls,” 'Pralip 3: 487 
ohn in. 34. 
: O bleſſed Lord, „it is an eaſy. thing for thes to do G, 
Thou oanſt, with a ſecret touch upon my ſpirit, com: 


nicate life, irength, and deliphtful' motion uro it in Es | 
ſpirituab/things,” Thou canſt with thy e 5 
an 


power incline my heart; with the greateſt freedom 

willingneſs to follow thee wherever - thou oeſt. hon 
eanſt with the efficacious" ſweetnels of thy ace make 
my / ſoui; ers ever it is aware, it ſhall be ko £ charſots. 
of Ammi-nadab, Cant. vi. 12 And; haſt not thou Ei 1 
that. thou wouldſt doiſs? Halt? not thou (aid and promilec 3 
that# thy people ſhall be made willing in the day; of thy; 
power, 47 Al. 1 95 that hot wit pour water on Him 
that is thirſty; and foods upon the dry ground, Ia. 


xliv; 3. that © the-righteous ſhall flourif b like the Pain, 185 


tree, that he ſhall grow like a cedar Lebanon, 
2 1 forth fruits in old: a and de fat and flou- 
2 in the bouſe of God Plat. Nein 13. 151 1 
u wouldſt be as the dew to Tract; that he ma ay. 
_ us the Aly, and caſt forth his roots as Lebanon, 
Hoſ. xiv. 5. that thy grace ſhall be ſufficient for tag 
2 Cor. xii” 9. that * all ſufficiency” in alf ching, 
we may abound to every good work, 2 Cor. ix. B. that” 


« every branch in Chriſt mall bring forth much fruit, 

John xv. P And bo, Lord, * it ne yl e 1 

according to thy word. „ 

I am ſenſible, O Lord, chatwithovt's 40 Abiding tos 

and: nk of grace, any thing donè in religion fs. 0 
oy e and” 9 n | IX would. 


ſeen- inal. 9 a more e e to 3 
glory, a . ler of ORs and: eddie amore? 
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HE . (eaſe of God, 1 4 BY 


| ſtrengthen me with might by thy 


comprehend with all faints.. What is the 
length, a and a at and height, and to know the love of 


| ſtance of willi 


ral temper of my heart and tenor of 
- Gin f up My 


into every buſine(s of life, and be in actual fitneſs for 
communion with God, and 


in hi providence, as well Mag in his ordinances. | ru 2 
things 


4 . 97 L 
4 3 1 % 
Ef, Cove 1 
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17 . 29 ef wie 1 


rential, as well as A ſweet and loving deference to the 
Majelty of heaven. and i 


beleech thee, according to the riches of thy glory, to 

ſpirit in the inner- man, 
that Chriſt may dwell in my heart by faith z, and that, 
being grounded and rooted in love, I may 9 able to 
breadtb, and 


th knowledge ; and 1 may {tht fitled _ 


an. Ne fas of God.” Eph. ii. 16. 17. 19. 
=Tam farther ſenſible, that ee 755 

ſerve icſelf, nor act rel, nor increaſe itſel eee 
| upon it from t e Chriſt: 


7 Without N 19 0 NN oy 


Sd, "BY Mn ene ants him. my vp 
y ſoul, and bend its utmoſt vigour to. ſerye thee, my 


God, with a lively faith, ardent Iove, flaming zeal, and 
heart-railing hope. Bleſſed Redeemer, ſo preſent thy ſel£ 
to my foul, bad bows wg/in en 6; fro 4 thy love; as 


fuſfers me never to. forget chee, but excites.me. to be ay 


bringing forth Lo fruit, to 8 _— ſome i in⸗ 
and activit thy g 
It is ay now and . by 
haſty ſtart of the affections, that can or ſhall  fatisfy me; 
bur I would be holy, humble;-avd beavenly in the gene- 


up my 1 with duties, bring 3 with me 
up intereourſe with him 


new nature in me, 


s, and 
familiar to me. Se ele 


2 that holineſs may 
me prompt and ready * 
* * 


;difpok 


and may caſt my foul into 4, more 
5 lively, tender, and beavenly mould. Nh 


ILwould 


5 2 cee 20878 


tions 
* . - 
2 * 


4 


narer and nearer to God: e 
holy thoughts and affeftions may be the moſt ſweet and hs 
delectable exerciſes of my mind. FGrr 


— 


the Mediator. 1 would fain have my Fons reg 
and at hand to the things Above, and not far a- Keck 


"the Saber Prog —4 to A 


N 


RT at may be ſo powerful, a as Foo bear down all op o- # 1 | 


ſitions and temptations to the contrary 


Grant t 
may be ſrill getting gr 42 be 1 the Tou 
8 


Tet. And grant © ſuch 


I Would fain that my affections to * . divine Were | 


lively. and not dull: Tet 1, -as" not to f 
ſtrength of my grace by the flaſk or 
tions, but the affections 3 
hey. ſtand, as-ſclf-denial, elenving 19 the. prezzi 
ingraftment in Chriſt, and ſertlemetr of "the Toul's 


or needing a great deal of do te N and gather ther 
to wait on my Lorck I would fam the were ff 
pure and unmixed, and had leſt of the eren ture in i 
] wonld fain bas them yer tk a divine heavenly 
without turni k in the Way, or-tu 

10 the e O that holmeſs 4p) Loi 57 bs 7 "be. 
written in my heart aud wy aud chat Lmay be pertefily- 
transformed into Chrit's image! Otthat m y paths may - 
be as the morning light, that ſhinerh more aid wore. 


height lf ue: 3K 


unto the perfect day, Provo iv 18 ©Strenpthen, 0 


God, what .thou ha 
«© May” thy grace be ſufficient for me, 4 Cor: Ki. 
</Make all grace abound in me,” 2 Cor. x. 8. * May 


Goc of all grace, Who is calling us do His eie 


by Chriſt Jef make me perfect, ſtabliſn, | hen, and 


ſertle me, 1 Pet. v. 10. O for a heart conſtantly fre * 


on God ! 2 One thing haue deſired erf the Len, 


— will 1 ſeek after; that 1 may betiold" bis beauty,, 


Pſal. xxXVii. 4. and fixedly con 
O'that vis glory 
be ſo to me, as that F ma) count upo! 
faction, but what is to be had in "God, and ay“ 
Tors off from him ! Abd ſhall” noth 1g of Al this 
be attained in che meaſure I world be at, tit n heaven 
4 alf be made as 4 3 W 1y God, 


and infinitely Alnlable countenance way 


5 * 


_ and Ph os out pr e Auge OT e 
8 l 85 8 8 
; * p 4 . £4, 4 * S * 1 5 I. x t 2 f 8 1 2 
l ba) * £15" J Led * e bs” 4 1 * 1 25 — 1 FX ; 4 * 4 12 

by. Es Ts. a + 2 "; 4 5 11 * 1 5 7 


3 VEE 2 *. 2M N FW WK . z 4 HE 


. 4 4 
XX.» 
* 5 * . . 12 1 N gun 
2 4 5 n - * 
, 46-52 * # * + 5 . 8 * N NN 
„„ ; XS. - r 8 ＋ "EY Ia 7 r * D . * 
2 * EOS ? : - 2 * [4 2 - "WF * E 25 . : Bo . * * J 1 : & = — 7 
2 *g 4 5 \ * i 4 4 FU I 2 1 * * — : * 
— * A * , iu k 
> * 1 . , 
4 


t for me, Pal; IXVIIi. 48, | 


122 
ae 4 
11 — 
„ 
a. © * * 


* N , 


f 
1 1 


. , 9 7 ; * 1 
* ** n BI f "4 } 4 5 


* 
: IN N * 1 7 
>, 4 13 22 * Ts A * 8 3 7 * * * & 10 F 8 . . * * \ #* 2 \ g , 
* 2 * * + *7 7 1 0 3 af You * P 4 + * * ** N 
. - « n ( — — f 5 | 
| O04 Ss Traveller - or, 
| 2 * hd - * , '' þ * 
1 7 ; * & 1 * " F } % 9 F441 n . * 
ly # ** 8 7 I > is ier 3 s . f 1 4 
4 Ly 7 . 1 0 Fg 7 1 893 * N 2 . 7 
5 pi % , ; bdrm as, x q * vo 8 8. n, 
g 24 ** . 3 9 4 9 m7 "66 Wb * 8 g 1 AA 3 ; » a4 » . 33 pur . | 
; XLIV. F r rr a 
_ 0 4 a ton in and retchin 92 / | 
* ; 5 71 G = 1 N - ? £ »@ * r * ; % ö 3 — th - * 5 . - 4 4 . * 0 . '4 
2 N " + N. 7 "fe 4 , 4 ; . * 1 7 N : . N . * ad 92 
* 1 5 . * 5 . 4 1 ol U * * 7 
3-4 ts | 7 — — ; , 9 . — * * LA 4 p 7 1 . V 
„ EE 8 
0 Fs 1 ö 


bi It is no wonder, next, that the heaven-born ſoul, 
. which is ſo much delighted in God, and raviſhed with the 
6 excelleneies of the bleſſed +Jeſns, hath a very afflicting g 
ſenſe. of any interruption; of ſuch rare and heavenly en- 7 
Joyments; and doth. preſs. hard for immediate intuition, ; 
and unintermitting fruition. Hence it riſes higher and 4 
Higher in ite defires aud purſuits; even as high as heaven, de 
his beauty ſhines in its full ſtreng tin oj 
Ils not, ſavs the believer,” heaven the throne of God, * 
where he ſhows: forth all his magnificence and glory? 1 
And is not the ing of glory gone up to yonder heavens? ? tt 
And what candatisfy me here on earth? Not any attain- 
ment of even grace itſelf, can fiſt the boundleſs appetites 
of my. enlarged. capacious ſoul- O how imall are the 
| glimmerings, and hom dark are all the diſcoveries I have 
of God and of Chriſt while here away? Though they 
were neyer interrupted, they are but as plaſs-repreſentas. 
_ tions; at leaſt but as morning-dawnings in compariſon 
28 of noon-day viſions. I ſee and feel indeed ſomething 
| | that makes my heart exult, and which yet I cannot 
expreſs; but it is far from ſatisfying. me, being both 
imperfect and inconſtant ; I would fee the King in his 
beauty: I would behöld the full ſhiae of his amiable,” 
raviſfüng excellencies. I would be altogether ſatiated 
Wio.ith his uncreated ſweetneſs. O interpoſing veil of 
ſenſe! How long will it be er thou be drawn aſide, that 
I may come into the immediate preſence of the infinitely 
glorious God, and behold my infinitely lovely Redeemer, - 
bare faced, without any covert, and without any veil! 
Make haſte, my beloved, be thou as a young roe, or a 
Voung hart upon the mountains of Bether. O take me 
up to heaven, that I may behold thy glory; or if that 
may not yet be, let heaven come into my ſoul. I beſeech 
thee to ſhew me thy glory. The beholding of thy glory 
2s it is the ultimate produce of all thy great deſigns, ſo 
3 it is the final iſſue of all my deſires: And even heaven 
1 0 MEI would be as a lamp without light, did not the glory 
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£ The S's Ne to Heaven, ter  - ; 
of the Lord euſighcen it; aud af the 0 were 125 the 07 
light thereof. O that I were beholding the face of Gel, 
in See aan dane nn Wirn his lkenelel 26 
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N XIV. When. YR comes to be the temper” nd 3 4 7 
A believer's ſouly there is 0 err "of, bim than 
2 ardent” deſires 1 L plery can be 
bein appetit. eee 
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What reaſon can thara be to 2 2 leb 8 
| bv — ſhall. not be granted! Can I once imagine, or can 
5 it ever enter into my mind to ſuſpect, that he, Who, b 
| opening of his hand, ſatisfies: the deſire of every living, 
| will not draw aſide the curtain, and give ſatis faction to 
theſe deſires y hich are directed to himſelf, and reſtleſs till 
they reach him ? Shall all; che creatures deſire to any 
ſuitable good be accompliſhed," theſe only excepted that 
are, terminated on himſelf, and directed to his glory! | 
Does he not implant as well as ſatisfy the natural. + 
rational appetite of: every; creature !'Or. is holineſs, I. e. 5 
the habitual inclibation and conformity of the peart 8 
God, the only 1 that is nt of God's s planting ?'. "ns 
Or is it: the only appetite which be will fruſtrate, _ 
has. made in ROE, 77 5 horrid! O im ious Once to be . 1 5 
imagined! Who is he that believes there is x God, that 
can lies this? Would the infnitel) perfect . 
ol 6ur beings implant in man. Vain delta, or g7oundleſs . 
expectations! Is it congruous to the divine e to 
impoſe on us? Or to bis truth to diſa point 125 Ori is bis 
infinite wiſdom under a neceſſity of making ule, 0 de. 
cep tion, to ſeeure the houour of his government and laws? 
Or ſhall man, h is the maſter· piece of his inferior 
creation, be the only creature that is cheated with an 
| imaginary and and deluſive happineſs? Is it rational to ſuppoſe 
that Gdd, who made man the chief of all his Eve 7 
works, ſhould 'endow him. With ſuch powers and Faculties , 
as ſerved. only xo fill bim either. with vain hopes and 
reſtleſs defires, or. elſe with amazing fears and eig 
griefs; and ſo have this reaſen only to be a .cheat, 
and bis conſcience to bs a torment; as they ta”: 5 
be, if there were no views of beaven's tory? But 
FX . it ever be I che TY CY 
5 ter 5 
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- war. FCC 60-528 
d its elites for TS be, by fervent . 
deſires, prayers, cries, wreſtlings ; and the righteouſneſs 
that ſits and forms the ſoul for the fame. tliat yet the 
grave ſhould terminate all their deſires, and extinguiſſi 
all their hopes? Would not ſuch a thought ex inguiſh 
all religion, and banifh the fear of God from the earth? 
A ſuppoſition ſo wickedly inconſiſtent, that if God be 
* God, and man be man, it is impoſſibſe ever to be true. 
HDoubtleſs then he will ſatisfy the longing ſoul, and 
Ful fil the deſires of thoſe that fear him. Let their deſires 
be never ſo ſublime; and never fo extenſive; let them 
rife as high as heaven, and ſtretch unto the utmoſt bounds' 
of the univerſe, his all: comprehenſive goodneſs can fully 
- ſatisfy them. Jes, ee ee ee nee 8 
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What is heaven but a clear view of the glorious luſtre 

of the divine perfections, and a full uptaking and 764A 
admiration of redeeming grace? What is heaven but a 
Full ſenſe, and a full,enjoyment of divine love; love 
ſhiniig cßere in its pere vigour and fireggrh * And 
what js the heaven of heavens, but an eternal drinking 


in of uncreated ſweetneſs, and an entering into the a. | 


8 


_ of our Lord; where all ſprings of tears are dried up, and 
| Where all fountains of pure, unmixed, and ſatisfying joys, 
are broken up for ever and evet, to the eternal rapture 
4 Ard now, ſaith. the gracious ſoul, when wrought up 
into a ſublime and heavenly. temper, I have got a clearer 
inſight into the glorieus and amiable excellencies of God 
than ever before. I ſee him all light, all life, all good- 


% 


nels, and all happineſe? And I fee the riches of moſt un. 


* 


ſearchable grace to poor ſinners manifeſted in the bleſſed 


, . 3 


Redeemer. And O, but the diyine glory f now rendered. | 


os 
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familiar, acceſſible, and_enjoyable in our Immanuel! 
But that is not all, faith the warm and believing ſoul, 
a moſt aſtoniſhing product of infinite goodneſs, even the 


Aft of Chriſt to me, to ſuch a vile worm as me] And 1 
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Te Seals Progreſs to Heaven, . 32 


i mp ple 0 60 his love 1 have, * 1 feel a 0 
| alt and relih/of.it. + 1:both-ſee and taſte tat 
xd and gracious. And O my ſou} ſtays upon. 
and taftes with ſweetneſs, theſe bleſſed divine: tions = 
and communications it has ſeen, felt, and- . God * 
manifeſted: in the feſt} And this latisfaction reaches into — 
the very heart of my ſbul, and afſects it with 2 g 
unſpeakable and full of glory: A y of the ſame fort | 
with that in heaven; being clear, pure, and unmixed, 

and proportionable to the whole compaſs of the foul, 

its nature, neceſſities, - and duration. And this" is == 
joy that enables me ſometimes not only to glory in 
God, but alſo to glory! in eee and to bring all 
the world under me. * TN 
And O! Is not this de ven . bogey) 11 foes 

this a heaven upoa earth? e e hd,” | 


XLVII: The heme drediting foul i is, perſuaded, that ; 
ae a heavenly diſpoſition is a clear and certain 
; ation of the eternal ghry and a 
* that i 15 1 for believers in een, 4 
'Do I attain, Faith, the Lg: to a alas; onthe 
tion of the. glorious excellencies of God What reaſor | 
can there be to fear, that I ſhall not behold his face in #3 
righteouſneſs for ever? For if this be the very end ß 
man's creation, and an end worthy of infinite wiſdom, = 
that man ſhould contemplate the glory of God, can aux 
imagine why it ſhould not be his end for ever? Who | 
that knows any thing of God, ean ever believe, that _ 
infinitely wit aſa ef cas beings can ever be lig 
Fs otic or deſultory in his views and ends; And 
, Vere there place for ſuch a gloomy thought, that all the 
pleaſant contemplations. which oh foul hath of the a- 
miable perfections and beauties of God; ſhould 4's death 7 
be buried in eternal darkneſs, what a damp 
would this caſt upon the ſoul? And bow vt 
would. it ſtifle all affection to him? „ | 
Again, have I, ſays the gracious ſoul, an 3 pprehenſion + 
of divine love and grace manifeſted in hs Redeemer ? = 
er ee this n 2 
5 BY | have | 
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1 uss Traveller : er, 


© have the leaſt apprehenſion of | it; if in this! life heli 
only had hope! Could the Son of the living God think it 


worth his while to aſſume our nature, and lay down his 


lie only to purchaſe an earthly felicity . or rather only 
to make our lives miſerable; 1 he calls us to deny 


ourſelves, and to crucify the world: and tells us, which 


alſo we ſind, that in the world we ſhall have tribulati- 
on?“ Sure, were there not an after-happineſs, and-an 


after-glory, - it might be ſaid that the beſt of men oed 


15 van: Yea, that the Son of God died in vain: For if 
< in this life only believers have hope, then of all men 
they are moſt miſerable. And all this would be a ſpp- 
poſition ſo horrid and inconſiſtent, that nothing more 


ablurd and impious could once be imagined. . 


Again, have I allo, lays, the believer, a e aten 
of the divine love to me in particular; ſuch as Works 
wonders in my heart, puriſies, reſines, and perfects my 
ſoul; makes it riſe above the world, and aſpire to a con- 
formity to the pure and ſpiritual nature of God? And 
ſhall the duſt of. death cover and bury all this? Is it 
conſiſtent in itſelf, that the foul of man ſhould be ſtaked 


down to an carthly happineſs ; and yet that he ſhould 
enjoy purer delights than What is to be had from earth ; 
and be perfected in his nature by theſe very things, which 


would (upon ſuch an abſurd We ) be contrary te 
his end; I mean the denial of his earthly. and ſenſual 
GatisfaQtions 3 And as this is a thought ineonſiſtent in 

itſelf, ſo how is it conſonant to any of the divine — 
tions 7 To which of his attributes can ſueh infittels turn 


themſelves, that when all the creatures have their ends 
commenſurate to their capacities, men, the only rational 


creatures in this lower. world, and eſpecially the beſt of 
men, to make them the moſt 'miſerable, ſhould have 
capacities which exceed their end, and RIOT in this” 
cale, would ſerve only to torment them ? i RON 

: Farther, have I alfo a ſenſation of Reg ant ial. 
joys, ſuch as are homogeneal to the nature of my ſoul, 
and ſuitable to the moſt exalted and reſined reaſon 3 1 


What reaſon is there to ſuſpect, that they ſhall nate 


eternal ? To deny that there are ſuch pure intellectual 
Jays to +08] watt . eee e ä R 
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none of its own, or from its own natural powers; and. 
Wa, all its pleaſures are owing to matter.. 

And to imagine again, that theſe pure Ab lee 
are leſs ſolid and ſatisfying than material and corporeal 
delights; is as if one were ſaying, That the'1 more a plea- 
ſure approaches to the nature of God, who is a ſpirit, 
that it is the more imperfect: and leſs ſatisfying: A 92 
| Which would be infinitely injurious to the living God. 
Aͤgain, fince this is a joy, which riſes from an incor- 
ruptible principle; viz. the ſoul of man, which being an 
indiviſible ſubſtance, cannot diſſolve, but by annihilation z 
av ſince the object that feeds it is eternal, viz the all- 
ſufficient etervat God, Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt; 
how can it be imagined it ſhould ever have an end? Sure 
no man that believes any thing of God, will ever think, 
that the infinitely. gobd One will be envious of our ap. 
pineſs, in denying the ag we are ble of, $09, pos 
allo 4 fervent. deſire unto. 

Yea farther, if theſe joys were not eternal, i] is ten 
they are but geluſive 3 joys; and what is this? A joy that 
reſembles the divine felicity, and cauſes us reſemble his 
nature: A joy that perfect the ſonl: A joy / that inſpires 
us with noble principles; and puts us upan great and 
noble defigns: A joy that raiſes us above ſordid. cares, 
and brutiſſi ple A joy that reſtrains from vice, an 
excites, to.yirtue: Sball this joy be only deluſive, and 
founded on miſtakes? Ohorrid an  impious „ 4 
Which yet would be, if this 5 Joy Were not eternal 
were there no. true hope of eternal glory, there cod 
be no true joy in God: A four and fullen 5 
of mind there might be, or a ſlaviſh ſubjection, like the 
forced enthralment of furly devils; 5 but not a ſpark on 
any true love, or any true deli light | in God, could ever be 
found! in that ſoul. wo by 

Again, faith the heavenly ſoul, 6 1 attain even to * 
fie re and boaſting in God ? Sure this muſt” be'on 2 

ure ground, in oppo poſition: to all things that fail us in dur 
| greateſt need, And what plate were there for this glo- 
rying in God, unleſs he were our God for ever and ever? 
may wing were nur lives worth, what Were our comforts 
th ; and What” . we Worth e there 
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= living, much lefs' glorying mn : For, conſidering the 


the racking cares and vexations difappointments that 


pineſs, which according to ſuch a vile ſuppoſition it could 
never reach, then we might freely ſay with Solomon, in 


__ than he, or ne. 
There being then ſuch” es and enable: Elo 


bappinels | in bea ven: Therefore, 5 8 
XLVIII. The belibues: lifts up 18 TY he 2 raifeth 


— expectation ef. the Lay to. be. FR... 


| thſte er the W ift that 1 have in view, faith. the 
eaven-born and contemplative” ſoul ? Sure no; it is 
neither all * deſire, nor all I ſhall : receive: Such a black 


tize bis poor creatures, and eſpecially bis faints;. as if he 
could find pleaſure | in ſhewing them a happineſs, and 
bringing it to their door, and then hide it from their 


eyes, and keep it out of their reach for ever. Is this 
neet to be tlizught of the infinitely good God 0 let 


_- ſuch a vile ſuggeſtion be abhorred for ever! 
H More indeed cannot be had here but oblique glances, 
1 ___refraRtand indirect ravs of the glory of God: Not, that 


So d cannot reveal it, but that mortal fleſh. cannot receive 
it; the brightneſs of that. glory would Rrike dur weak 


3 * E. 1 blind: We could not ſee. by. reaſon of ſo great 


it is light inacceſſible, unleſs tempered with ſha- - 


q * . and would be to us as the th thickeſt darkneſs, . But 
Y hs faith the gracious ſoul, though 1 


"ſes e OY: * the 18 * 1 
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Were no hope of future PER Were Were no piofoett | 
| of eternal happineſs, our lives were, ſcarce worth the 


yanity and vexatio; that accompanzes every ſtate and 
attend every let, if to theſe: ſhould be added the foul's 
ſpending itſelf in fruitleſs purſuits after an eternal hap- 


a caſe much 'the ſame, . an e birth is better 


* ſcripture, and from what a gracious. ſoul bath al- 
. ready Fen and felt of God, that there 1887 oo an en | 


Wn his neck, in the pleaſmg. atmiration, and N 


Hi it only 4 © ds glance of God, or only a 8 


ſurmiſe ſhall never take place in my heart, that it is ſo 
much as poſlible, that the Lord would delight. to tanta- 


bave ot ſeen, and 
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| ot ſuch e 
eee its ſoy, as Wraps up my ſoul in the rapturous. 
admiration of wha: A. ſhall or ever pelle: and it makes - 
me cry out with Wonder and amszement, Q how great 
is thy goodneſs which thou hail, laid vp for the ſons. of 


men, Plal. xxxi-19. The: earth 15 uff 15 thy grodneſs;. 
O Lord. Many aud rich are thy. bleſlings, | and ma 


* are thy. 1 works: of kindneſs. unto the coe 


of men! But what. is the goodnef; laid out in comp 
ok the goodneſs, laid up for them? The glory. poſi 

great! but O it is, nothing to. the glory: in reſerve 
bow great is this! 'O, ye angels and gorifed faints;-pu 


forth your ſtrength, and exert your powers, in kxying to 


conceive ar. expreſs the greatnels of this goodneſs: But 
_ &.,12r,Me,. faith the gracigus ſoul, it is altogether aboye 
my. reach. It is a glory as weighty ag it is eternal, 
2. Cor. iv. 1) and 1 can do no more but with aſteniſhing 
admiration cry, How great is thy goodnęſs ? And han 
. raviſhing. is thy. beauty: Zech. ix, 1). For eye hach 


not Teen, 1 nor ear hea ah nor bath it entered, into the heart | 
A man 19 co ee 7 God hath laid up far thoſe that 


fear him, 1 Car. ii 9, Behold, men and angels, What 
manner of love is this,” wherewith the Pak hath loved 


4 ſuch duft as we are, that we ſhould be called the child- 


Ten. of God, and be allied to angels, and expectants of 
bi a „But it C@th not yet appear what We ſhall be, 


t only 1 in general We know, that when he ſha} 5 


We mall be like him; for we ſhall fee We 
e 1 2 „Renger. 17 E = 
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. Jo, he now attains uote. 


ol be 


. ſhould. 


glory 51 he cannot * | 


Wat can be "thonght now, hut: Shot 1 2 
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. Le Band- , wi 
| ſhould. "Ry kind the ſpirit. within him ae for 3 


_ What emotions, faith the gracious ſoul, doth this raile x 
my ſoul? What pleaſures doth it infaſs* into my ſoul? 


What exaltatiop of mind? O intimate, encloſed, and 

(ae joys! Joys that reach the heart, and penetrate into 
the ſpirit a man! O pure delight ts! There is no baſe- 
neſs of f 
conſcieace to N theſe rationa 
and noble pleaſfüres ! It is well Bog: ahd wiſely: done, 


and worthy of à ſoul, to place its higheſt. ſatisfaction in 
the enjoyment of God, and to reach the utmoſt happineſs 
the ſoul is capable df. O ſerene and ſevere, and at the 
ſame time tranſporting joys I Will fit down before the 
Lord with a divine ſort of ſtupor, and wonder at his 


grace. O ſublime and tranſcendent joys! Ve. brutifh 
worldlinps, that are ſtrangers | to all this, bow much. are 


* e to he pitied with your ſordid pleaſures, and dunghbill-⸗ 
t 


isfactions, which may appear amiable in the varniſn, 
but within are ugly and frightful as the devils in hell? 
But the joy, ſays the exulting believer, which is trayſ- 
fuſed into my ſoul ie high and Ane it enlarges, and, 


at the ſame time, quiets my appetites; or rather it quiets 
my ſoul in the certain e that deſire, though 


long deferred ſhall at length be acconypliſhed, beyond 
_ what. either hope can expect, defire,-crave, or thou 

conceive: Lord, thou haſt "beſtowed upon my heart,” | 
faith the warm ' foul, © more _gladneſs Feger they, when 
their corn and wine encreaſed, Pfal. iv. 7. Thy king- 
dom conſiſts in righteouſneſs, peace, and j boy in the Holy 


Ghoſt,* Rom xi 17 O be glad in the Lord, ye 


righteous. and-ſhout for | joys all ye that are upripht in 
| heart,” Pſal. xxxii. 11 Rejoice infthe Lord anche. hf 
and again) 1 MAP rae PN *. 4. e 
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is The pr Gobi WR become. + prey AE. 
that theſe are not oo and Os but 
. Ov? e ee 


Sande who have no es and A, no other 2 
of their ſouls, but to ſerve them in eating and drinking; 
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| not lo chow. as a new. of this „ yiritual as .» 
joy. It is to — as an armful of: ate en el 3 
cannot grip. Wie, e e, "fp J AE © 9 
Others, thing, Ee 4 d 0 lebe, they may | 8 "ol 
hiv: ſome confuled general notion of it; yet to their 
depraved minds it is a guſtleſs and inſipid ching, and fo it 1 
pears to them but as a notional and not à real joy. 
And others perhaps cannot imagine a real J where - - 
| there is not a po fruition, + „ oo 
But is it the leſs. real; ſays the contemplative We 1 
ſoul, becauſe not in gros, ſenſible tllings; or becauſe | 
it is intellectual and” ſpiritual ? What then bores of the 
refined pleaſures which contemplative” minds find in the 
ſearch and diſtovery of truth? or is the rational, knows pe), 
ing man the moſt cheated perſon in the world, who! Wer... : MM 
would not exchange his delights: for all the world? 8 pelf, % 1 i 
or the fleſh's pleature?” Yea, What becomes of all the «© 
joys of heaven, where is no eating nor drinking, no 1 
marrying nor giving in marriage? And what would 7 | 
come of the happineſs or angels” and glorified ſaints? 
Or are beaſts and animals of Pleaſures the: ay bappy | - 
things the world? JJC 
Again, is it not real, Zhecauſe there 15 not at preſent > "-" 0 
Y Full enjoy ment! 25 Reaſon will, remonſtrate, experience + 
controul, and every man's ſenſe will contradiet _— 
For what would t ien become of the worldling joy, - 7, wal 
when heaven knows,” and their own hearts: nay know, 5 
that all their joy is mainly in hope and ex pectation? 1 
And what, confounds all, their bopes will in end prove | he” 
van. and their ede our fruits.” Fe | 
But in heavenly-things, when our thoughts and deftres 
nie to their utmoſt; our expectations may riſe beyond 
them : and our enjoyments will at length go U 98 
even our expectation and hope, 1 Cor. it. To Which 1 
alſo partakes of the thing hoped for. It is not really 5 
a conſummate joy, becauſe it is à real joy; and the mere 
that hope participates of the thing . Fans £ Kor | os . 
enters. upon, begins, and runs into, glor 8 2 
No jey then can be compared unto it in point. of rea. „„ 
uty z and all joys 1 that are not phantaſtic and E | 
ere included in it. ht is 11 4 N N it bs from 
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| God wor only ih "Ind is: . itſelf, Bxod. in. * | 
and the Rock of ages. It is from real grounds, che all- 


ſufficieney of God, and the truth of his promiſes. oy = 


from areal cauſe, it is from real grace, real holmeſs. 


has real effects ; it forms, puriſies, and elevates the al. 


How could it cauſe a man deny the plealures of the 


fleſh, and the profits. of the world, if it d ere not real: 


or how could it ſupport him in wants, ſickneſs, pain, 


reprodch ? or how could it comfort and revive him in- a 
dying hour, if it were not real? Do men then uſe to be 


taken with fancies and appearances only ? or how. canals | 
it diſpoſe the heart to love God, and; obey his. laws? or 
be a means of a moſt holy and excellent les Are theſe 


the effects of ignorance, error; and deluſion? Is it im- 
poſſible to believe this, and to believe there is a Deity, or 
to believe this, and believe the natural and intrinſic 
difference between goed nd We Hght. {ad 1 
truth and falſhood... | #7 


2 


II. The believer!) £ 10 ys being þ ol; and the und "8 


tion of them ſo ſure, there ist no perſuading of him, 
that Such ſenf ble emotions of. ſoul towards God and 


- Chriſt, and heaven, can be imemperete heats, or 


frantic 3 bat, on the contrary, he it de eply 

_ affetted, that he is 7 little affefted with Spiritual 
things, and is perſuaded, that OY he attain unto 
more of 4 7 and en ee 1 a 


bꝛo ine maſculine piety- 


- How canſt thou think e 0 my foul 45 if thou 


either conſider What God is ip himſelf, or what he has 


manifeſted him ſelf in Chriſt to ſuch a poor ſinner. as thou 


art ? Canſt thou expreſe the high and grateful apprehen- 
ſions the faints had of old, when, venting themſelves 
thus: The glory of the Lord ſhall endure for ever, 


Plfal. civ. 31. Be thou exalted above the heavens, O 


Lord, and let thy glory be above all the earth, Pfal. 
vii. 11. Thy name alone is excellent; thy. glory is 


above the earth, and alſo the heavens,” Pal. cxlviii 13. 
Or haſt thou words to expreſs that overflowing admira- 
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has not his chief complacency and ſupreme delight . 
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come fo much as in beg lg wt ſhadows, vanities; 
nothings, yea leſs than nothings and vanity; much ck 
N be horribly affronted by the baſe preference of them ? 
It che happineſs that a believer expects, and in part 
receives from God, be but a ſcrimp, or even a finite 
happiseſs, then per Haps the ſubject might be exhauſted, 
or there might be ſome over doing in the buſineſs; but is 
it ſo in this caſe? Canſt thou by ſearching find out God! 
Job xi. 17. Or caaſt thay find words to expreſs how 
great aud how ſweet are the communications of his 
favour, aud the conſolations of his love, when the apoſtle 
tells, be counted all things not only as nothing, but 
even as loſs, in compariſon of the, excellency, of the 
| Knowledge of Carilt ?? Philip. iii. 8. 
Qian there then be any tear of overloving God! ? or any | 
need of moderating our affections to him? O my ſon), 
how infiajtely deficient art thou in thy returns of love ? | 
© What can{ thou render unto the Lord for all his be- 
neſits | beſtowed. upon thee? Nothing hut ſome poor 
thoughts and languid paſſions, which bear not the leaſt 
proportion to theſe immenſe. and innumerable bleſſings 
thou haſt and expecteſt from him. Tea, ſuppoſe- thy | 
love and devotion to àriſe to a ſeraphic flame, wouldit 
thou not {till be under an everlaſting im offibility of 
returning anſwerable love to him, or exprefling the fenſe 
of his infinite love to thee? What do the glorified fpirits 
mean by their © caſting down their Sande before the 
Lamb, and him that ſitteth on the throne? Rev. iv. 10. 
And what do the ſeraphims mean, by their covering 
their faces,” Ifa. vi. 2. before the reſplendent holineſs of 
God, but that they hold their all of free goodneſs, are 
under an eternal impotence of ever making ſuitable, re- 
turns, and are of | themſelves nothing; and that they 
are infinitely. and everlaltigly in debt to free and * 
grace 


Aud, faith the believer, hiv | 


not "aa decply 4 


neſt the many ſius and imperfections that attend my 

beſt fr ames, and beſt fervices? How dull is my heart, and 

how. could is my love? If it were not fo, how could there 
be ſuch en in duties? How could the world have 

bach 4 > ſhare! in a my alleftion? MY cond; not the all-ſuffi- | 
| FIN ebe 


5 


1 * a. Aa 4  Oa 


— 


rr 
* 2 " AAS Pines ͤͤ'Li A EE ES. 
it | ” : * — - * a 7 > 2 | RE . * 
— * N > \ = * 
£& 4 hy 4 . * * 


Dye Souls Progreſs to Heaven. of —- ð 
&, | ciency of God be enough to me, though bereaved of all! 
< Þ worldly comforts? O that it were otherwiſe with mel _ 
85 O to have a heart wholly transformed into love! And O | 
art that all my tears and.groans, and mirth and muſic, were 
ite turned into the melodious ſongs of love, joy and praiſe 
d, It is true, there may be a compoſed admiration of God, = 
is and of Chriſt, and his love, when there is but little com- 
25 motion amongſt the ſenſitive powers : But who can think 4 
that the moſt calm and diſpaſſionate, if a gracious ſoul, 3 
Nis will not find his heart and ſoul joining with theſe expreſ- © | 
ſions: I will love thee,, O Lord, my i Tbe 1 
ut Lord is my rock, and my fortreſs, and my Redeemer, . 
le my God, my ſtrength, in whom I will truſt, my bucks : 
a ler, and the horn of my ſalvation, and my high tower. Wo 
J will call upon the Lord, who is worthy to be SE -. 
Pal. xviii. 1, 2. Thou art my God, and I will praiſe = 
' thee: Thou art my God, and 1 will exalt thee,” Pal. 7 2 
cxviii. 28. Thou art my God, and exceeding great 2 
joy, Pſal. xliii. 4. Thy ſtatutes are better to me than 
thouſands of ſilver and gold, Pfal. cxix, 22. © And 9 
ſweeter than honey from the honey- comb, Pal. ix. 10. 
Thou haſt brought me into thy banqueting-houle, and 
thy banner ever me was love. Stay me with flaggons, 
comfort me with apples; for I am ſick of love, Cant. 
Ii. 4, 5. Until the day break, and the ſhadows fiy away, f 
Make baſte, my beloved, and be thou like a young hart AJ 
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upon the mountains of Bether, Cant. i. 17. 
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It is true alfo, there may be a warm fervour among 


the paſſions, when there is not the leaſt motion of the 
ſoul heaven-wards; as when either the imapination is 
gratified with falſe notions of ſpiritual things, or if true 
notions, yet they are notions of them only, as amiable 
truths, but nut as ſuitable, far leſs as up-making good 
things. But the ſpiritual ſenſations, and ſpiritual emo- 


Fs 


tions already deſeribed, as they are 3 „ fo they lie 
deep in the foul, and are formative of its ſtate and tem- 
er: they caſt the ſoul into a divine mould, and impreſs 
it with the divine image, and put all the powers of the. 
Gul into-a ſpiritual "tune, and fuitable frame. "Where-_ 
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AI. e 5 pravims foul is 6 "fs plegſels with ”Y 


9 "han raviſhed with. the prom ſes. of God" 


= 17 ib 0 babe joy in 8893 480 his ways? Then, OY 
© the foul that feels it, I wil} not count any, duty. burden- 


of Chrift® 8 yoke grievo) : He commands we who hath 


ment is, that my joy 
reach of: men and: devils; therefore let him command what 
he Will, thouph the moſt ſelf denying, and fleſh- curbing 
Auges, 1 aug fain, through bis grace, obey him: And 
let fu impoſe what he will, * whether pain, or ſickneſs, 


/ through his grace, Tubmit to bim, None of his com- 
mands are grievous to me, I John v. 3. not ſelf-denial ; 


only ir him. O how pleafant to be no more in a conflict 
between two ends, God arid ielF, but to find them both « one, 
the beſt ſelf-intereſt being ſecured in the fayour of God. 
Nor is the ſour-like grace of repentance an unpleaſant 
exerciſe. I find ſecret ſati: faction, when I am o kindly 
affected towards God, as to hate what he hates, and love 
What he loves. It does me good at the heart, to find my 
. - foul melting 1 in ſorrow, . and diſſolving in tears, for the 
offence [ have done to ſuch a great and-uch a-good God. 
Nor do I count. humble relig 1gnation to the divine will, 
an unpleaſant ſtate of ſoul; but contraryways, as it is a 
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mind; where there is 0 more any « diſputin with ( 
| who ſhall have his will; put this matter is 0 
God's will | ſhall ſtand, and I ſhall reſt, in it, as being a ay 
holy, juſt, and good. And O! I never. find my , heart 
"right placed, or where it ſhould be, but when conquiel+ 
8 ; u thy. will, O rightful Lord Redeemer | | = 
n 


an of heart and lite? I never found peace gt con- 
t in heart, While any one fin was will lingly hi 


nc all l the trouble fad diſorder that ever 1 found i in . 


Freaturely and kind grace, ny it brin much eaſe to my 


ttled, that | 


how del: btkef, faith, the gracious ſoul, is univer- | 


ſome nor the exerciſe ot/any grace hard, nor any, part 


| loved me; and whoſe I am, and whom love. He 
\ eStamands me, the nature and end of whoſe command- 
y ſhould be full; and alſo out of the 
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— poverty, or diſgrace, or loſs of friends, I would fain, 


9 | or 1 delight to ſee myſelf to be. nothing, and to be all any | 


„ 4a woe of Sn. 
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* ſoul, is from ſiuful in. All the Ways of ö 
5 of plraſautneſs, and all his paths, paths of peace, „ 
ü. 17. How great and ihexpreſſihle is my lat action, 5 2 
\ | when I find that I behave dutifullytoGod; Juitly ET 
and decently: to mme bn ul! Othow 4 ed 8 Chriſt's | 
yoke, and how I! GAL lis burden,” Matth. xi. 28. W hich | 
is eaſicit, to ſerve an infinite nuniber of forrowful idols, 5 
Pſal. xvi. 4. or, to have the matter fettled beyond al MN 
further q. foute; that we ſhall ſerve the d ord ant] iis 3 
: vojce will we obey? Wnich is“ the: pleaſanteſt, wo be J 
toiling on in the drudgeyy of. ſin, when” all: the war es 3 
that can be ex pected from nuch a maſter is only het and 
death ; Rom. Vi. 7. or, for! a foul, in the exerciſe df 
c bolineſs, and continuance ih well deing, to be ſeeking 
for - honour, ; plory, immortality, and eternal "life 
Ram. ii. J. Have not I, ſays tlie gracious ſoul,” a dex 
= ligntful Work of it,” in compariſon of ' Satan's flave.” c 8 
| | ſin's \drudge?. Thy law is very holy, O Ford, 1 ed 1 ; 
Is thy ſervant” loveth it,? Pfal. cxix 140. 0 that T were. \ 1 
i confarm to thy image: andetf that my ways were directed W 
to keep thy: ſtatutes,“ PR} cxix 5. O chat I could lerde | 
the Lord, and do bis will with more, ſtrength and vigour, - 43 
joy, ahd alacrity of ſpirit} „It 1s good tor me to N 
near to God. Thy ſtatutes ſhall bem! «counſetors ä 
my comforters in the houſęe of my pi rimage.“ „ 
though the fleſh count the way to heaven a high aſcent; 5 
yet, if the joy of the Lerd be my ſtrength; ©. I "with I 
mount in hope. as on eaples wings: I wilt walk and not x - 
faint; "rut and not be one 1s: "x15 105 e 
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. now, | Ciith the vitae: het capacity of 1 my FE KD 2 
e and its powers is ſo enlar ed, and its aſſections 
are ſo raiſed and clevate, that from this time and fer ward, 
through the grace of God, throy 1 the blood of Chriſt, 
throßg h che aß of the promiſes ; tiraugh the; virtue 
of faith, and the power of love, I will go on in ens xei- 
ling every & ace, performing every. duty, and reſi 
1 . ſin. 


will be conſcientious in having reſpect to afl ; $2 N 
5 N2 . 28 _ God's > 
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100 8 oe. 
God's commandments, in ſeeking the kingdom of heaven, 
and its righteouſueſs, in the firſt place, Matth. iv. 33. in ö 
loving mercy, doing juſtly, and walking humbly with 
my God,” Micah vi. 8. in denying all ungodlineſs, ang 
worldly luſts, and living ſoberly, righteouſly, and godly 
in 2 preſent evil world, Tit. ü. 12. and in following 
- © whatſoever things are true, whatſeever things are juſt, 
_ Whatloever things are honeſt, whatſoever things are vir- 
tuous and amiable,* Philip. iv. 8. I will © give all diligence 
to add to my faith, virtue; to virtue, knowledge; to 
knowledge, temperance; to temperance, 'patience, to 
Patience, godlineſs; to godlineſs, brotherly-kindneſs, and 
charity, 2 Pet. i. 5, 6, 7. I will count it my very meat 
and drink to do the will of my heavenly Father, John 
1 iv. 34. I will ſerve him not negligently, but with the 
beſt bent of my heart, and the utmoſt extent of my 
power, doing all that. I can for the purity and power of 
godlineſs in myſelf and others, and for the glory of God, _ 
and the honour of Chriſt's kingdom and intereſt in the 
world. I will run the whole compaſs ef duty belonging 
to me as a man and as a Chriſtian, and look not only to 
de matter of my duties, but to the quality of them. 1 
will aim, faith the entarged foul, at the very higheſt 
ſtrains of grace, even that of being rich in ſpirituals, and 
aa in ſpirit; that of being lifted up with joy, and yet 
low iti humility; that of having nothing, and yet as poſ- 
ſeſſing all things; that of truſting in a hiding or frowning 
God, and againſt hope rejoicing in hope; that of brooking 
willingly to be deſpiſed for Chriſt's fake, and preferring 
_ Inward humility and fincerity before all the applauſes of 
men; and that ef bearing affronts, contempts, and pitich- 
neceſſities, with a calm compoſed mind; and that 


5 . of ſelf denial, . and taking up the croſs, and 33 | 
W  _ Chriſt, through honour ard diſhonour, through good 


. report and bad report, through the hotteſt ſervices and 
W Hardeſt ſufferings. I will even labour for. the utmoſt 
perfection in grace. I am far from having yet attained, 
2s if I werealready perfect, but Ifdllow after, that I may 
8 that bor which alſo I am apprebended- of 
riſt Jeſus: 1 count not myſelf to have apprehended, | 
dut this one thing I do, forgetting theſe things that ay 


-” 
#4 
4 


* 
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| LIV. The boiever proceeding Ks Keb fes Ape, 


behind, and; reaching forth unto thoſe: things, that are 5 


before, I preficteneards the mark, for the prize of the high ic 
calling ot God in Chriſt jeſus,” Philip. Hi. . 1 lo 
the Lord, becauſe he hath heard my voice and my ſup- | 


plications. _ Becauſe he hath inclined his ear unto me, 
therefore will 1 call dpon bim as long as I live. The 


ſorrows of death compaſſed me, and: tlie gains of hell 
got hold upon me, 1 found trouble and ſorro-w. Then 
called I upon the name of the Lord: O Lord, I beſeech 
thee, deliver my ſoul. Gracious is the Lord, and righte- 
ous, yea, our God is merciful. The Lord preſerveth 
the ſimple, I was brought low, and He helped me. 
Return unto thy reſt, O my ſoul, for the Lord hath dealt 


bountifully with thee: | For Thou haſt delivered my pull 


from de eath, mine eyes tram tears, and my feet from 
falling. I will walk before the Lord in the land of the 
living. I believed, e have I ſpoken, I was greatly 


aſflicked. I laid, When I was in my baſte, All men are 


bars. What ſhall f render unto hs Lord for all his 
benefits towards me?. I will take the cup of ſalvation, 
and call upon the name of. the Lord. I will pay my 
rows unto, the Lord, no in the preſence of all th 
people. Precious in the ſight of the Lord 35 the death 
of his ſaints. Oh Lord, truly Jam thy ſervant, I —4 
thy ſervant, and the ſon of thy eee | "thou | 9 
Jooled my bande, Paal. cxvi. pi grey 5 


e! 7 . 
7 Fi 4 


| aſcending by ſich ſure und apt gradations to heaven, 
his heart heaves- 75. and is wholely. turned to the 


wann, prai iſes of God and his grace.” ” 


Can the heavenly ſoul clapether: hold in his CES 
ſenſe of theſe things ? Can ke ſmother ſuch hears-reviving. 


and heart-oyereoming meditations 1. O] No, no. His 


thoughts begin to riſe within him, and to {well to fach I 
. and height, as he cannot contan. 

ave I the certain proſpect of beholding the 1 of 
God, of ſtanding about his. throne, and uf. being .eter-'- 


rally basel vag his 1 * N e . 
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0 wonderful! And have I che pure a eng joy | 


that. ſpring from the lively” and certain hope *5f heaven's 
happineſs ;- and all this beſides” the refined pfeaſures, 
which; being interwoven with every grace 1 every 


duty, leave fuch a delightful reliſh in my foul ? -O.1 Hug 


my ſoul in its Happy conditian! © The lines are fallen te 
me amidit pleaſantieks, and I have a goodly heritage, 


Pal. xvi. * And whence is all this to me? Whence ? 


but from tne *.mercy And kindnels of the Lord, N which 
have been of old,” Phat. xXxv. 6. and his erutli Which 


endureth for ever, Plal. evi. 2 0 bur che Lord 


is gracious, and full-of. compaſſion, Pal. cxkvi. 3 © flow 
to anger, and of great mercy," Pial. ein. 8 Who is 


. ſtrong God Hk unto thec; and thy faithfulneſs round 


about thee ?? Plato IX Axix. 8. Thy miercy, O Lord, 


is in the heavens; and- thy” faithfulneſs: reacheth veto 


the clouds Pala xxi. 5. Bleſs the Lord, O n ny foul, 
and all that is within eg ob bleſs” his holy '\name.- Bleſs 
the Lord, O my foul,” and forget not all his benefits: 
Who forgzvetli all thine iniquities: Who redcemeth 
thy le from deſirudtion, and fitisfieth thee with good 


things,” Plat. cih 1. 2, 3, 4, 5. O that all che ſorrows, 
and all the griofs which throb my heart, and all the 
mirth and joy which enlarge the fame. were turned 
into ane metodious inceſſant ſong of free grace, redeem- 


ing prace! Let my ſoul magnify "the Lord, and my 


- ſpirit rejoice in God my Saviour, Luke i. 46 47 And 
O that I coud mention the loving Kkindteſs of the 


Lord, and the praiſes of the Lord, according to his great 
goodneſs, and according to the e of his 1 
8 Ia. ii. 7. 1 808 


ras of 2 
4 * ; 1 2 


LV: The n born and K dondacis + ſoils is now 
on theentxt ſtep to. heaven, but before he can reach it, 


' the dark we 8 de; 17 death 1 7 be paſſed. 


EOS... 
bands "7 © 


44 e ce elonds are like to dels the Pry 


hich way ſoever view death, ſays the theughtful man, 


5 tene is ſometbing caſts up very unconth and very ſtart- 


Hing. Ever fince 1 had a being, I have been accuſtomed. 
to my RY; but pal death AD I ſhall 


+ drop | 


© nk PY = Wy «= 4 w_—_ GY 


of drap! this body, and 8 Ja hes ay and What-⸗ 
| prateful-. or dilagreeable, 


7's | ever objects Ltake in, wieth 
8, they ihall be. received without che. mittiſtry of an organi- 
ry 22d body , 3 and without the inlet ot the ſenſes: Aud fares 
18 well taen all coi po; eal. euſjo y ments... But what makes 


8 death yet more awful, it is an entrance into the invifiblle 

* world, - where the face of Ged's throne is turned pon WW” 

2 the out, F and hell is no more under a covering, Jod „ 

ch xXVvi.. 6, 9. Lea, it is the goor to eternity, where „ 
4 it is all night, or all. day, an eternal day, or aw eternlt 2 
44 night: And ſo death is the gate whereby every ſoul en? 
* ters, either into an eternity in heaven, or an eternity in < 1 
38 heil: While the body tir à4 time lies eov ered with dark- 3 
4 neſs in the grave, and is ſhivered jato;dult, - MEE — 
1. Vet, if faith be in a lively and vigorous excerciſe; it | 

6 can ſoon ſcatter, theſe milts, and diſpel theſe cloud x 

| I drop this body, lays the believer: but What of chi? 
Fa | It is only the body which is the ſhell and tabernagle of PS), 
; the foul, that is diſſotved : For the ſoul remains antouch- = oY 
5 ed and incorrupt, and takes its flight unto heaven and . 
q glory. What loſs.can L be-at in ſlipping out froma. body N 3 


A 


coc corruption? In breaking the fekters herewith: „ 
ſoul. has been many a time entangled ? Or, in laying. We 
down. a weight, which did clog- and depreſs my Je 3» 
when it ſhould have been mounting towards heaven? 2 
II is true, that by this I remove from all corporedl. | 9 
| enjoyments: But, what of all this ?- Were there dadeed * 
he no othex or no better comforts than theſe, death indeed © 
. would look grim, and have à terrible aſpęct: But be 
: can; believe this, that believes he. has: a ſoul, or à ſuab-k- 4 
ſtance. within him more perfect than his body? JF) there 1 
be a reaſonable ſpirit in a man, hy are not its nobleſt 
pleaſures fetched from the acts of reaſon, and not from 
the impreſſions of ſenſe? Shall the moſt perfect ſubſtanoe We 
fetch its beſt pleaſures from that which-is.more maperiedt, 2 
 orſhall. the noble and immortal ſpirit ſo far degenerate 
and forget itſelf, as to bow den and ſer xe the: Nad Fo 
the pleaſures it er ee r l 
WMell then, ſays the e ful; know Hove n 
1 do, and What I wand faineſt be at in Ali the 
rid, AT Sd up my leich nd b 
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rational, 8 and W delights, which my l 


death. And What be thele? 


pode Ll p< Nein 
„ or, N 
. i 8 


can carry alongſt with it wherever it goes, whether in 
the body, or out of the body, and which can fubſiſt after 
They are the amiable 
views, and delightful” contemplations of the glorious 
excellencies of God, and the bleſſed eſus: They are 
the pleaſures of faith, lore, hope, con Lurmhity to God, 
and acquieſcence in Him! '. 7 

So that I have already ſome experiment Rate of the 
way of living ha appily i in the other world: I have been 
accuſtoming myſelf to divine meditation, which can 


fetch from far and near all the amiable perfections of the 


Deity, all the allurimg perfections of Chriſt, and all the 


glories of heaven, to ruminate upon, ard fill me with 
al ſo to live by that 


ſweet ſolace: I have been eſſay ing 
faith, that apprehends all the fulneſs of God, and of the 


Mediator, 'and applies them for uſe to anſwer” all 75 
infinite occaſions. I think F ken ſomething of hiving in 

love to God and the bleſſed Redeemer, and ſweetly ac- 
quieſcing in him as e amiable and fatisfying. 
And ſo far as ſef-denial takes place im me, I find nothing 


more ſweet and pleaſing to my mind; than to go out of 
_ myſelf to give room to Chriſt, that he may be all in all, | 


to m 
lea lant poſture of ſpirit, being the ſoul's ſettling on that 


all-ſafficiency that is enouph for all the angels in heaven. 


ſoul. I find alfo that dependence on the Lord is a 


And in a free and voluntary ſubjection to God, I find 
all the delights of reſignation to the divine will. And 
now, being to go out of this world witli ſuch di 


principles in: wrought 3 in me, I know how to live, and live 


p_ in the next. It is in the other world, my faith, 
re be any place for it, ſhall make bright” diſcoveries 


we Rout the darkneſs and heſitation there is in unbelief. 
My meditation ſhall then be no longer diſtracted with the 
innumerable diverting and ſeducing objects of this life, 


but 1 ſhall contemplate the divine excellencies endlleſily 
in themſelves, and in "their communications; Where 1 


ok fure I ſhall fee enough to affect me with Wonder an 
Love ſhall then be no 851 


tranſport, and j joy for ever. 
in à c6ntention or demur about different interferin 


8 20 


cha] 3 objects: for. there it finds' its e e 
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even IE who is only; lovely, and altogether 1 Tr © 
is then that ſelf-denial, ĩhat pleaſant grace, will be in 


ts perfection: The proud ficth, which Was the main a | 


thing that did compete, being laid in the grave. And 
dependence ſhall there have nothing to do, but to live 
"ag ſubſiſt immediately on the divine fulneſs : But-the 
divine fulneſs, ſaid Il what can be better? what lo good? 
Lea, what-elſe can ſerve the turn ? And it is: pry that 


* will count it my meat and drink to ſerve the Lord in Ml 


a perfect manner: For there the competitors. with the 
wilt of God are no more : corruption is extirpatẽ the 
fel is laid by; the world is not; and. the devils can 
» never again reach me. How pleaſant is the view chat a 
| andtified. foul: may have through death and n 
Doth death undreſs and unclothe me with reſpect to 
this body? Then it is certain, ſays the thinking foul, 1 
ſhall be happy or miſerable in the other world, accord 
to that ſtate of ſoul, and temper of mind; wherewith 
20 out of this. If: my: delights. and atisfaRions were 
confined to things ſenſible and worldly, that are altoge- 
ther foreign to the nature of my ſoul, and noways adapt- 
ed to its exigencies, that would be fad indeed:; fer, what 
then would beècome of me, when a naked ſoul, and when 
removed from all corporgal enjoyments? But, on the 
other hand, ſays the gracious and heavenly ſoul ſince my 
affections are terminated in God, and ſince I ſettle my 
- Gab and place its happineſs only in him, here there is a 


\ MW - fuitableneſs, and here there is a ſufficiency for my foul; 3 


enough to entertain, to pleaſe, and to raviſn it; 
death, the bereaver of earthly comforts, cannot deprive 
me of. Loet deſires then ſtretch themſel ves to the _— 
there is ſtill more in God, more in Chriſt, more in heaven, - 
| chan I can find deſires far... And let love, deli ight,..and - 
Joy ſwell in height, in length, in breadtii, throught all 
eternity, there is enough in God te fatiate wenn wakhout | 
being glutted, and, as ſittle diſapponted. 1 8 | 
Again it is true, faith the ſdul, death enters: me nth 
4 the inviſible and unknown world: But why was I plant- 
ed in this world, but in order to be tranſported into the 
next! And ſhould not the world Igo to have more of 
my heart, than the world I leave ? I know not diſtinctly 
5 e IR . the Lond APA. is 1 into 
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*N —__.. true i, Git the believer, find which: le mbit 
598 a, amazimg, death enters my ſoul into eternity: And this is 
Hy | IG — can never fathom: 4 length I'can never reach, 
£74 and a depth I can never dive. O eternity l. eternit) 
hat mall L compare thee unto? Eternity i is a Sende 
without any beginning, middle, or end: Or a beg 
always beginning, never neaper the middle, or 1 
end. ne ! apprehenſion is daxled, and/in\ 
* aſtoniſhed,” When I would ſearch into eternity } But, © 
amazing, Hwallowing up eternity, though F cannot com- 
1 yet may I never forget thee? + O chat thou 
wert written in a book, and gra ven with a pen of irom in 
tze rock for ever! And O that my heart were the book, 
p and my meditation were the iron pen: Eſpecially, when 
n fanneth or the ſleſſi rebelleth, or the ſpirit Failerh | } 
But is ſo Jong: an eternity before me; and death ſo 
Des tam; und ſo near me? Then why, O my ſoul, wouldft 
thou ſet up thy reſt on this ide of Jordan? What is a 
minute to eternity? What is thy 6 Heap nRilio of time 
- to an endleſs duration? Ant NG are: all he ſhort plea- 
; fſures of time to eternal joys? Is death an „ers into 
aan eternity: What is thy proper work, O my ſoul, and 
5 thy main buſineſs, but by the exerciſe of prayer. medita- 
| 2. tien, reperitance, Faith; love, heavenly- mindedneſs, &c. 
| ts be trimming; preparing, and e up rer for a 
6 e and happy eternity? $5 þ 
Why lookeſt thou but nee to eternity! 2 obs 
_ +: - behaveſt thou as if it were an unfriendly land, or as if 
© thou wert way! ward from it? Nay, rather haſte and 
Fi make ready, and God ſend ee e ee e 
| =Leternity4- 
Wo 8 Ree Lthe delightful proſper of entering (by death 
AAdntc an eternity of joy? Oh! 1 greatly complain, there 
1 | is ſo little longing: Gf heaven! I do ow Sn a right to hea- 
ven, ald the poſſeſſion of its glory, and all that 9 
daudfeſss that is neceſſary to inherit that everlaſtin 
2: deem, Mattb vi. 43. But alas how dully, hea vo _ 
it =. - hearttally ! For, if oroſſed in worldly affairs, or ſur priſed 


Wich nnn to be told of heaven 5 CY hdw mall 
1 


mindful of heaven, and more ficted for its glory, [ n 


edly and willingly, but alſo: chearfully and joytully, ag 


comes off victorious in the iſſue.” Many 5 move fr | 
| may ca 2 


va 1 K 


The —_ Progreſs bs cb 19 2 ) 107 9 3 
Js hs comfort it affords? A fad natbre tavouring ite, _ 


loving the world, abnorring death, and, in me A : I 
jure loath ro. enter even. quto; a Happ eternity. G mo 
that it were otherwiſe with mel O at I were erg 


I had a greater Teliſh of its joy! I put. ug m petites 
unto thee, O Gad: 18 make my moan. and ſup lic { 5 . 3 3 
uuta thee, 0 Lords O make me know, im myſelf, What th i 
heaven is. Give me ſuch an experimental ſenſe of it} - A 
as may be in me be gun · glory 75 That notwithſtanding — —_— 
reſpects to the body, and love to a; natural life, Lmay * 
entertain the ſummons: of pale death, not only contents OY 


being but a dark paſſage to the land of Jight, Revexxb-38 
and a troubieſome for pa to the land of reſt, Heb. iy. 9. 1 


Which paſſage and Which ford, the bleſſed Redeemer * 3 


hath gore; and paſled- before me, who. by, death bath . 
deſtroyed death, and, him that had the power ot ut that 
is the devil, Heb. ii. 14. and having by death _— 
death its deadly wounds, hath / yanguiſhed- hel ls. and 
opened the: gates of heaven Th herefare, lays. Sher Be- > 
liever,” © Though I Walk thro! 7 the. valley of —_ 
ſhadow. of each, I will fear np>evil,” Kal. „ 
Why ? Becauſe be. is with me, wg is the © firſt. and $ 
the faſt, and that hveth and Was &, and-behold He - 2 
is alive for EVErmore, Amen; and Toh the. Keys — 
bell and ofs Heath, N, 1. 1 5 15. 18.4 e h TTY 8 "IF 


uo, arte be , 8 valley * 9 


death, ad petting 19 uk "_ A conflict; 


Jy 
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Now this believes. bote the liſts With bis laſt enemy, 
death; and feels à hard conflict With the fame, but 


1 1 up in his mind; yet. if faith lively; 0 
difpet | the t melancholy clouds That death Weis G | | 
over the ſoul, abel 2 — find kim in ſuch ewerefſeß nd > 2 
ſometimes i in ſuch a conflict of 7 tee: ses 983 
Death, I ſee, is coming hard; d what fatal deſtroy i th 
work will it make! Bur, O my foul, fach the Belie ver, it 
ond: 8 immortal or which” * E Tov 
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' 168, Zion Traveller; or, ROM 
the Almighty, nor is it the work of grace implanted by 
'-, _ _ the Spirit of Gad, that is deſtroyed by dedth; it is only 

f the work of ſin, and the work of Satan in the ſoul. As 

for the body, it hath no life of its own, and it is only 

taken down to rear it up a more refined glorious body. 

Death hath already prevãiled upon the oui works of my 
* . . conſtitdtion and frame: The legs tremble, the arms 

ſhake, the nerves ſhrink with paralytic motions. O my 

= foul, be content of this, and let it be with thy own-con- 
ſent to depart from the body; for it is better to be abſent 

from the body, than to be abſent from the Lord, and the 

| | | believer, 'while: © abſent from the hody, is preſent with 

the Lord,” 2 Cor. v. 1. 18. Thou knowelt the Lord ſhall 

be thy ſtrength and thy ſal vation for ever; Pal. xxxvii. 1. 

My head is already hanging down, and falling aſide. 
„Well, O my foul, how: thy head willingly, and give up 
thy ghoſt into the hands of thy Redeemer, and then thou 

ſhelt again lift up thy head With joy in the poſſeſſion of 

the glory that is to be revealed, and lift up thy face to 

SGod without ſpot, and without r r . 

Ah my ſins and tranſgreſſions! there is nothing diſ- 

quiets me ſô much as theſe. But, O my ſoul, is it not 

the blood of Chriſt that cleanſeth from all ſins, 1 Jobn 

ji. 7. The Lord hath dealt graciouſly with thee to hum - 

ble thee, and renew thee, and draw thee to a hearty ac- 
ceptation of Chriſt as a Saviour, and a ſincere; reſigna tion 

to him as thy Prince and Lord; and, by“ a fiducial ap- 

prehenſion of Chriſt's merit, thou art wrapt in his righte- 

. ouſneſs, and art ſenſible the power of fin is broken, and 

the pollution thereof is purged away: * Why art thou 

then caſt down, O my; foul, or diſquieted within me ? 

Hope thou in the Lord, for thou, ſhalt yet praiſe bim, 

WVTho is the health of thy countenance and thy God, 
Pal. xlii. 5, For who ſhall lay any thing t6 the charge 
of G as ele&? ſince God hatb juſtified, and Chriſt hath 

died, and hath riſen from the dead, ' and maketh inter- 
ͤõ 330266 oo 4 os fc, 


5 £ 
1 


My natural ſpirits are funk and gone, and fit heayily 


by — 


on my ſoul. Why, O my ſoel, the organ of the body 
muſt loſe its and tone before the immortal ſoul can 


withdraw from it: Bat there are promiſes, ſufficient cor- 


rr 1 8 r ; N _ * 
v * * 5 » „ N r . hens 
” : — mo” * 


8 18785 ö The Subs a to Heaven, 
by BY. dials for. fouls, babs wg. be Wil give, pov 


4 15 $E $246 


ply the faint, and. to hun“ 5 * bach Bo ng ſe” 
As ſtrength,” Ila. xt 29. e 
aly Tam depart: ug out ol the. #7299 of the hem OY 


not, O my ſoul, it is but a dying life, or a Pang death 
thou goeſt from and it is ad immortal bappy, life thou. 
goeit .untogy, Where "they, live to God, and live'in his -_ 
"preſence, and where. they mall "Boe. e Mor Ml 
Luke xx. 38. Rev. xxi. / 
l am to ſtand imniediately defore the axfeatighta 
_ tribunal of God, Who 18 of purer eyes than to behol, 5 
iquity. . Well, O my foul, Chritt who hath loved: thee, 
and waſhed thee 3 in Bis blood, will preleat thee there, 
not having ſpot or wrinkle, or any fuch- thing, but 
holy and without blemyſb,” Rev. i. 5. Eph. v, 217. 
I am now, turning pale and gbaſtly to look on. But, 1 
O my ſoul, it is only the body that is fo, and it ſhall be 
railed to an eterital vigorons vivacity: As for thyſelf, -— 2 
thou ſhalt appear in the perfect beauties of holinels rn 
the womb of the 2 ben chou comeſt f for th from 8 


p- Vobe * God's countenance and the 5 ry of his Face 
te- compariſon of wlueh, the ſun of the firmament is as 

nd nels: What need have they of the light of the br or 
ou moon, when the glory of God doth lighten all in 2 9 


e? « and the Lamb is the light thereof,” Rev. xXxi. 23. „ 
mz If the Lord enter into judgment "tt me, Fcannot. is _ 
d, juſtiid. True, O my foul, thou canſt not be juſtified 'at 

ge the tribunal of 3 juſtice; but is there not a throne of grace 


th UW erected 8 Chriſt tor tho free Juſtification of a returning . — 
r- fingers? my ſoul, haſt thou not fled to the throne of - 
35 . 7K and believed in Chrilt for the 7 on „ 728 
ly Haſt thou not, (though, alas, thy man and im 1 
fectiuns) lived bebte f in the . of God, in mee 2A 4 
an M mira tion of grace, and m conformity to the divine will? 

r- And this could never have been wins X's in wry 0 4 


1 2 yl 115 2980 * Zing 5 Traveller or, 
id * foul, without « vital union with Chriſt, . a «ay: of his- 
| power. And are there any in hell fo affected to Criſt. 
and related ts him? Wil that ſoul be leut to the pit, 
whence, there is no redemption, that bath fled under the 
Wings of the "Mediator, : atid-hath turned unto God with 
all his heart - purity and life purity; yea, the neateft con- 
forpiity to God, his nature, image, and will, and Would 
"Fain lead its lite,” and ſpend its time and eternity in the 
prefence of the Lord ? No: the judge of all the earth will 
certainly do right, do according to His own. conſtitution. 
. ok gracs in the all-ſufficient Immanuel. . 
. = My heart akes and groans. Why, 0 wy: Gul, her - 
_ = preſeht in the body and abſent from the Lord, thou muſt 
groan, 2 Cor. v. 2. Come forth, my ſoul, come forth 
= out of thy body, and then thou art in Immandel“s land} 
+ BW Where there is no ſinning, and to Gere pan be no OE 
| „„ roaning for ever. 

1. — is a ſolitary path, det 2 man walks alone in 
T3 the dark. Say not ſo; O my ſonl; thou art not left. 
alone; for when thon walkeſt in the valley of the ſhadow 
ok death, Chriſt is with thee,” Pal. xxm. 4. Death is 

| > monks "theſe dark, dry, ſolitary places, where only the 
_—__ -  diſqaFhaunt: It is 2 path beaten by all before thee: 
The beft that ever live "have entered and pafſed 1 . | 
that i be yea, the Son of God hath pafſed it. 4 
that when dying, thou art but in the path which the 
Prince of life hath troden, who bath ks through this. 
- dead fe,” a0 prepared a way” through this 1 8 into 
the 9 70 SIPS, 1 8 I 5 5 iy 0 
ver, m tongue aulters an to 2 
its 1 9 aA Oy foul, when brought rs the 
Ox Fs le, every one there {peaks of his glory, Eſal. xxix. 9: 
Azgag biefſed are they that dwelf in that upper-houſe, for 5 
99588 they ever praile the Lord, Pfal Jxxxiv. 4. 
O what trouble and ain do T find in every ſtep of the 
ſoul's efforts to depart from its body. But, O my ſoul, 
| . endure all the fea gle With patience, courage, and a 
"IS heavenly magnanimity of ſpirit. Why ſhould not an 
heiy of heaven be Willing to take poſſeſſion of his country 
1 And 2 Atirch. ae i ml. « the rigs and difficulties i in 
_ the Nay? SUD ot 40 A 
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3 The e's Fans 70 | | * 4 ö 1 

1 cold ſweat, isfrerzing d my | blood and ſpirj with, bot, 0 1 
my foul, mind thy 8 Who While in the open ir, 
and on the col. round, and when it Was far. in ty 9 r, 1 5 A 
+ did ſweat,” bearing, our: fans, (great e 1 — 


2 Falling ib: the ground, Luke xxit- 44. 
Death is ſtinging my heart. Say u of fp 91 my foil i 
fay that death pains thy. heart; 3. but 1 was Chriſt ch BE | 


Saviour that did bear its ſting. He who is the Fa — 4 
life encountered death, when, armed With, 1 1 Hanns 5 1 | 
ſword of juſtice when: ſharpened. w with a deadly ſting, and a 
pointed With the dreadful curſes of the Jaw. Andinow, 7} 
| death having wrecked its ſpite, and left its ſting i in Chriſt, 4 


as furety for his people, What 1s; the-real E of it? Ac j | 


only as a bitter potion, a medicinal. pain, ſharp. indeed, bu 5 5 2 


for the eternal health and bappiness of the foul; Aton | 
mayſt fay, 6 0 death, where is thy {ting ?? S CO 5 £ 3 4 
am gaing out of the world. What world, O 1 


0 foul. art thou leaving? Is it not a world of vanitjes 24 : 
D vexations;| 4 world of ſerious ſorrows and vain ce mfarts ; 
a world of cares, burdens, aud tronbles; 3 World f | 
5 empty hopes, and. 3 A. World f much 0 | 


labour in running, {| bg bting, and kriviag for , the. crown; | 
iſtreſs in finding we are not ſo. fuc- 
ceſsful as we oe ? And what is the great odds between 5 
ſtanding 50 or g00 year gazing on the theatre of this 
world, when all that is gotten by. it, is but ſeeing the 
ſame things: ſo much the . be for providence Walks 
much in the ſame eircle, and nature has much tlie be "MW 
face through all ages. What loſs art thou: that then in - 
being tranſlated to a better world, where they are now - -©/ -/ 
_triumphing, While thou art Gehwug ; now finging,. while | 
thou art ſighing; and where they have no need of the 
ſun, moon, or ſtars; the light of God's countena nes, 
which is the bright aud ſanny- ſide of providenee,. ing 
turned upon them for ever? by > £ 
I find myſelf unable. to 3 up Ke deatii * — 
— or to ſtand under its ſhocks. But, O my foul, thou- 
canſt cry, Lord Jeſus, be preſent with me dying; Lord 3 
Jeſus, ee me agon zing; Lord Jeſus, comfort-me | 


„ 


' fighing;/Lord Jeſus. receive me expiring. Thou canſf ſlay » 
Welke on Chrilt, 855 light aud e aud the itrebgrh PLES 
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of thy heart and life, Pſal.-xxvji. 1. Thou haſt been 1 


going up through this wilderneſs, Cant. vii. 5. leaning 


on thy beloved; lean and reſt upon him ſtill e the 


1 vhugh, dark, and dangerous valley of death. 


Time · en jayments now cenſe. Not all the enjoyments 
O my ſoul, thou met with in time will or can ceaſe. /, 
is in time thou haſt enjoyed | ſweet communion with 
Jehovah and the Lamb: It is in time thou haſt had many 


à ſweet hour in drawing near to thy God, and thy bleſſed 


Redeemer, - wherein there hatlybeen ſtrong and pleaſant 


Jutgoings of thy heart towards him; and à ſweet ſatis- 


faction in ſtaying thyſelf upon bim. Nothing of this 


death can bereave thee of; for who can ſeparate us from 
the love of God, neither death, nor life, nor angels, 


nor principalities, nor powers; nor things preſent, nor 


| _ things to come, nor height, nor depth, nor any other 


creature; ſhall be able to ſeparate us from the love of 
Gad which is in Chriſt Jeſus our LEofd, Rom. viti. 33, 
34. So that, O my foul, all. thy ſpiritual enjoy. ments 
thou: takeſt with thee to the other world are there 
perfected for ever. It is only thetf, the enjoy ments that 
were to ſerve but for a time that dow: ceaſe, when time 
occalion 
for them. LIE 5 

O hard elt RY Ste ple F Pe O my Gal 
doſt thou ſuffer any aponies and pains like thoſe of Jeſus 
Chriſt, when he grapled with the wrath of God, and 


che powers of darkneſs, and the ſorrows of hell compaſ- 
Dek him about, and who, notwithſtanding: of his baving 


the fulneſs of the Deity to ſupport him, the miniſtry. of 
an angel to ſtrengthen him, and the aſſurance of victory 
70 e him, was amazed and ſorrowful even unto 


death? Matth. xxvi. 38. and all this, be ſuffered for 
"thee; it was all to deſtroy the power of death,” and to 
make ſt tolerable, yea profitable, and that thou WR 


lay, © That to die is gain,“ Philip. j. 217. 

My breathing is' making great ſtops and pauſes, i it is 
near ceaſing. But, O my foul, it is not the air thy body 
draws in, but the vital breath of the Father of ſpirits 


That is th & life, and thy air, and thy element. - If the 
n 


N 1 rift, which * is the 2 of _ Ge. in 2 


4 


it not been the 


to the ſoul, when it 


1 e eee weg 
ee e wad Men the air of glory : And wich- 
out this, a ſoul, were it even in the midit of heaven, 


un 


would pant and\gaſp in the throws of eternal death.” .- 
1 am to make my appearance among the glorious . 


| angels, archangels, cherubims, ſeraphim 
I to be ſeen among ſuch a fair, glorious, and majeſtic 
company! But, O my ſoul, thou art-cloathed with the 


s: How unfit am 


righteouſneſs of Chriſt the Son of God, and therefore, 


thou art clear as the ſun, and fair as the moon, Cant. 
litt up thy face among the 2 
ining ſeraphims without anos e 


vi. 10. and ma 

cherubims and i 
My / heart is now Ralin 

not 6 Lord ſaid, he wil 


ever?” Pfal. Ixxii. 26. 


me. 


But, O my foul, 


never leave thee, 


T 3 


thee, Heb. xiii. 5.; and that * when heart and ſtrength 
faileth, God is the Rrength of thy _— and . we | 


I am loſing my body, an eſſential part of me, yea, as 
another ſelf. But, O my foul, haſt thou much reaſon 


to regrete the parting 


with tbat 


which hath ſo much 
incumbered thee, yea, defiled thee? Is it not the body, 


and its appetites, that bath ſo much mouted the wings 
of the "ſoul, when it ſhould have been ſoaring upwards 
and beavenwards on the wings of faith and love! f Hath 


intereſt ef the fleſh that bath com 
many a time with the more valuable intereſts « 


ted 
the 


ſpirit? Hath it not been as a very imperious handmaiĩd 


ſhould: have. been cmmanded by it? 


Hath it not cauſed often a ſinful diviſian of the heart be- 
tween God and the world ? And beſides, thou doſt not 
loſe it, but parteſt with it only for a ſeaſon; as a perſon 
lays by an inſtrument he hath no uſe for at preſent, or 


puts off a ſhoe that pinches him: And thou ſhalt 
with it again a glorious body, and more fitted to be a 
companion to an immortal ſpirit. 

The moment of diſſolution. is at band, A my 
ſteps out of time into eternity: This. is a thavghtful 
change. True it is, O my foul ; but mind that the 


meet 


fot 


word of God calls it by the agreeable and ſweet term of 


Awakening, 


oY \ 


When I awake,” ſaith the Pſalmiſt, Pal, . 
Xyii. 15. I ſhall be Gtisfied with thy likeneG.* The 
life here in this world is a dream, where all is acted by 

P. mages 
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images in the fancy ; but let the ſoul depart, it is awaken- 
ed out f this dream, and hath no ccaſion for the images - 
of objects painted in the imagination, fince it is nw, And 
never till now, thoronghly awake to ſee way v as 
it is, and God as he is, Exek — %; 
Jam preſently a naked+ foul.” Say not fo, Q my foul, 
if thou haſt-put on the Lord Jeſus, Rom. 'xili./1 4. If 
cloatbed with immortality, 2 Cor. v. 4. if covered with 
our houſe which is in heaven, 2 Cor. v. 2. if beautified 
with the graces of the Spirit of Ged, if made all gloxi- 
ous within, and- — into the chamber of the King's 
preſence, in raiment of needle- Work, Pſal. xlv. 13, 14. 
Say not thou art naked, when ſo well adorned. with all 
the embroideries of deuven Fog! 
Ho ſhall I find myſelf, when a pare ſpike! ? How baſt 
thou before how Found thyſelf, O my ſoul, in theſt 
golden hours, When retiring from the world to be in- 
ward with God, and being 9 from earth, and ele 
vate in thy ſpirit above earthly and carnal: things? ? Thou 
_ couldſt not expreſs what inward ſatisfaction thou hadſt 
in a high complacency in God, fervent love to him, and 
2 worſhipping poſture at his throne; and when thou 
couldſt not by words make another underſtand what 
pleaſure and delectation thou felt in the profound vene- 
ration of eternal wiſdom, eterral power, eternal | 
__ and eternal holineſs ; and what heaven · like joy "thou 
E rung in deep bumitity „ ſelf⸗Aenial, abſträcton of 
d from. the world, living above corporeal ſenſations, 
and a Thankful. raiſeful frame towards God. Think on 
| theſe, and conſider them as perfected in a ſepirate' gra- 
cious ſoul, cad thou mayeſt ken NE: gt rn 
End itſelf,” PEN 
Mu foul is now going out of my band. 2 What! ? y 
| ful, ſpeak not ſo; for if thou meaneſt it was maintained 
and upheld by thee, it was never in thine own hands, 
nor hadſt thou ever any ſupport but the immediate hand 
of God. One body may bear up another, but a ſpirit 
can have no ſtay but God; nor can any thing ſupply it, 
KY whether it be without or within a body, but the fulneſs 
—_ _ of God, "the Fither of ſpirits. An baſt thou-not'before 
_ — ROE thy — Ts 


. thine eyes to ouſh with tears“? And. 128 it not been a 


And hath it not. been but a dropping cottage at belt; 
one defluxion coming down after another from the weak | 
diſtempered head? And now thou layeſt it down, and 
with it all principles of corruption, mor@lity, aud. diſ- 
ä order, and ſniall take jt up again at the reſurrection, 


own in diſhonour, it 


my foul, 


„ Souls B. een, 8 _ 
the need of this, even while thy foul. lodged; in thy 0 
and, didſt chou not fay, , Bleſled Redeemer, I commit; 


that relates to me, in time and through 2 122 
thy hands, and I am perſuaded, theu wilt een the 
1 commit thee ? * 2 Tim. i. 13. 


My body is left iu deaths 9 a Say rather, Sn my 


"foul, "tha "by body remains in deaths ie at 
only in ſuch territories. thereof as belon 


8 
ſpecial empire and kingdom, who is the #74 ſt and the BR, 
and was dead and is alive, and behold he liveth for ever 


death, Rey. i. 17, 18. And fo the day will come 


all. that are in the grave ſhall hear his Yojueey, and the! 3 


that hear: ſhall. live, John . * 
My body will now turn oathſome to look at, and 


diſſolve into the duſt. But, O my ſoul, hath not the 


earthly houſe of thy body been but a ſmoaky one; L How 
often have the fumes of indwellin  concup)ſcence-made 


ſtrait and narrow lodging to the ſoul, cauſy 
time great preſſures and oppreſſions upon thy 


— 


ſpiritual and incorruptible; and receiving an uninterrupted 
influence of life, health, and vigorous immortality from 
Chriſt the great head and Lord: Fe or, though ſown in 

corruption, it ſhall: be- raiſed in inc i though, 
ſown i in weakneſs, it ſhall; be raiſe 1 poue though 
dall be raiſed ip Ty; zough 


ſown à natural body, it 


* 


O the ſharp n 0 the extreme moment! But, © 


if this. be a- gents it is the laſt n with the 
laſt enemy, death, and it is but a. mament, and then thou 


— 


halt be beyond all conflicts he ever; for chers ſhall be 
| „ 5 1 no 


x 
* 


22 5 . 12 


| hall be failed, a. piritual, dody,” 
Lor 92 425 43, 44. and though laid down a. vile body, 
it Mall be raiſed and made conform to the c glorigus 
body of Orrilt, Philip. ini. 8 Aude what t loſs 4s ye | 


in all this ? F 


more, and hath the keys ot. the inviſible world, and of 5 


ug 


1 
: 
. 

;L 

: 


1 16 ws 
no more death, Rev. xxi. 4. Didſt not thou, O my 
foul, many a time, when proaning under the body of fin 
and death, own before the Lord, that if a ſharp rod be 

neceſſary Rs promoting the work of mortification, thou 
wWouldſt be ſatisſied that the Lord ſhould lay this on thee, 
For the killing of fin, the purifying of thy ſpirit, and the 
fitting thee 5 to the ſerving of God here, and the en- 
_ Joyment of him hereafter, rather than be fo oppreſſed 
with the power and importunity of thy Sep And 
"now art thou not willing to > endure this ſhort, thougi, 
ſharp conflict, when ſo near the crown, and where there 
ſhalt be no more fin, and where © his ſervants ſhall ſerve 
bim, Rev. xxii. 3. in the moſt Perfect manner, and have 
communion with him as they would? Doth it not com- 
fort thee that this is the laſt combat, and the crown is at 
band, the laſt tempeſtuous wave, and the delectable 
baven is near, the Tat painful ſtrugg le, and now there is 
_ © entering into the joy of dur Lord, Matth. xxv. 23. 

I am taking farewel of all friends.” Say not ſo, O'my 
Tout: Thou art going to the beſt company, and to thy 
beſt friends, even to God thy father, to Chriſt thy eider 
brother, the beſt friends that ever poor ſouls had; thou 
art 'going where there are angels and archangels, theſe 
benign beings that have ſo often miniſtered to thee here; 
| where are prophets and apoſtles, on "whoſe doctrine all 
thy hopes are built ; where are martyrs, confeſſors, and 
all holy men that have died; and where there are no ſe- 
parate intereſts or unhallowed diſputes to cool their love; 
and where are all thy natural relations that have died in 
the Lord. Thou doſt not then, O my ſoul, loſe thy 
Friends, but goeſt to the place appointed 4 little before 
them, where thou art gathered, not to the: once, hy nga 

of the dead but of the living. 
My heart breaks, fails, dies. It will bs fo, 0 my ſoul, 
- when thou retireſt from the body. The ſoul cannot live 
any longer in a body, or in the heart of a body, 'when it 
* * ne from it. It i is the ſoul that lives in the heart, and 
dul can have no perception, or conſciouſneſs,” or mo- 
13 in a heart when it has retired from the ſame. It 


unk carry its thoughts, perceptions, * and 2 
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unto him, Eceleſ. xii. 7. Philip. 


charge concerning thee 


with it unto the t throne * God, when it retu 
1 ST © 254 

1. am now ſtepping over the threſhold into hs cn ible 
4 be with thee, O my ſoul; the Lord 
ySCpirit: The Lord Jeſus give hi angels * « 

e, that thou mayſt be carried into 
Abraham's bolom. Ito thy hand I commit my bn, 
thou haſt redeemed me, O Lord God of truth,” Plal. 
-Xxxi4 5. Lord Jeſus, receive my ſpirit, Acts vi 89. 
41 . in whom I have believed, aud I am perſuaded 
that he is able to keep that which I bave committed to 
him againſt that day. 2,Cor. i. 12. 1 have not with 
Paul been caught up into the third heavens, and ſeen the 
ineffable glory, 2 Cor. xii. 4. I have not with Daniel 


nlongſt 


ſeen the Ancient of days./iitting' with thouſands, thon- 


ſands miniſtring unto him, and ten thouſand times ten 
thouſaad ſtanding before him,” Dan. vii. 9, 10. 1 have 
not {een that fair and glorious company that ſtand about 
the throne, with the Lamb in the midſt of them, and 
are linging | the ſong of Moſes and the, Lamb, Rev. vii. 9. 
and xv. g. But I take his word for it, who 1 is the Amen, 
the faithful and true witneſs, that the regions of glory 


are good and delectable lands, and I reſt in the accont- 


pliſhœent of his promiſes; and here I depoſite my life, my 
ſoul, my all -inhis hands; for the body alſo I leave as a 
pan, pledge, and truſt in my Redeemer's hand, to take 
it up again another day with N ee for I knew the 
faithfulneſs, and I knew the all-ſufficiency of t the greats 
"WORE; never -cnwging AB Bhs ITN 6 


LI. Lo of death þ rhe ſth, the foul fue 


4 5 in eter 


The 0 now catinban 1 a * W it is 


not incloſed in 2 ſurrounding glory, without any active 


 princple from within to correſpond to that happy place, 
| but it hath vital ſelf - moving principles in it, that elevate 
and adapt it to its high enjoy ments. If the ſeparate ſoul 
were a dead and ſenſeleſt thing, it could not take in any 
of the heavenly. Joys. There is God in all bis glory: 

But if the foul had no 2 „ ſelf, it _ 


# 


_— 


find nd. moee tears. in ahe eee af + Gad, than a ſtone 
can find in the brightneſs of the fun. In heaven there is 
Chriſt and all his fulneſs: But if there is no internal vital 
principle, there is no ſenſe of wants, and lo no taking in 
of the Mediator's fulneſs. In heaven there. are rivers of 
_ Pleaſures: But if there is no active conſcious power in 
the ſoul, there could be no opening of the beart to re- 
ceive them. The proper notion of life is ſelf- activity, 
and feeling of the ſame, with perception of objects and 
enjoyments ſuitable. And the difference between the 
natural and ſpiritual life in a man, lies in this, rhat i in 
the one there is no principle of activity but a man's own 
ſoul ; whereas in the other, the Spirit of Chriſt is the 
. auimating and actuating principle, John iii 36. 
Hence the great active and vital power in all Serie 
fonts, making up their eternal life, is the eternal happy 
Spirit of Chriſt ecerna/ly dwelling ; in them W hat ouls 
are to bodies, that is Chriſt to all the bleſſed ſouls, the 
very. ſoul and life of them. It is as true in heaven as on 
earth, that it is nat fo. much the believer. that lweth, as 
„Obriſt that liveth in him, and more fully ſo. It is as true 
in heaven as in earth, that without Chriſt. we can do 
nothing, and our life is hid with Chriſt i in God, and that 
Chriſt is all in all. As Chriſt is in us the hope of glory, 
o it is Chriſt in us that will be the perfection of glory. 
It is not for nought that Chriſt is himſelf called eternal 
| life; 1 John v. 20. and that he is 11 eſented as the 
| © tree of life in the midſt of the rae of God,” Rev. 
-Xxii, 2. Men and angels too, being as ſo many branches, 
receiving life from bim; aànd it cannot have leſs than this 
great meaning, when he prays that believers may at 
length, when tbey behold bis and his Father's glory, 
* be all one in the Father and the Son, as the Father and 
the Son are one, John xvii. 21. It is IMMANUEL that 
fills all in heaven with immortal vvacity. He is the 
1 and life of that higher houſe, and his ſweet and 
lively influences, communicate there to the full, raiſe all 
the; heavenly inbabitaats to the full power and Ereagth | 
of immortality and eternal _ | 
And, O what a flow of delights and; joy will come into 
| the | s mind 5 ſuch 4 perception. r 
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"The Souls Fogr 
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that is the active principle of all their vitality, Yea, Lad | 


ſelf moving principle in them! 
And here we may ſuppoſe the bleſſed Spirit to 2 | 
ſuch joyful reviews of this, As theſe: Doth the Spirit of 5 
Chriſt, as the Spirit of glory, reſt upon me? Doth the 


eteraal Spirit of the Son of God dwell in ſuch-a foul as 


mine hath once been? O wonderful! This 1 is the ſout ; | 
where once Satan's feat was, where once the prince OFC 


darkneſs had luis throne. This is the ſoul, where luſts, 


innumerable luſts, where. idols, a multitude of idols, where 


Zim and Ochim, where devils and dragons, and ſatyrs 


once had their dwelling. - And now, is ſuch a ſpirit cleanſ- 
ed, purged, and made ready to be an Kn habitation 


for the Spirit of Chriſt! O amazing grace! While fin and 
Satan had me in poſſeſſion, and did lord over me, my ſoul 


then was covered in darknels, and lay. buried in death, 


and gloomy horrors were its dwelling: But now bath 


it not only entered into the ſeat of light, life, and joy, but 


the very Spirit of lgbt, life, and joy, hath entered into 


it, to keep poſſeſſion of it, and this for ever. O; eternity 
itſelf is not ade for the eee and adoration 
of ſo much grace 


' Another ſweet thought, we may e de i 
faint to have upon this. Doth the Spirit of Immanuel 
not only inhabit me, but animate me as another ſoul, or 


another ſelf in me, then tbe principle of this happy fe | 


muſt be of vaſt comprehenſion and activity; then the 


fountain of it is perennial; then the head of vital 


ſtreams of the celeſtial life can never run dry: There is 


no hazard now from the mutability of a created will, or 


the defectability of created grace; ſince it: is not our 
ſpirit but a better ſpirit within us, that ĩs the principle of 
our bleſſed immortality and eternal life. O grace, 
eternally immutable! G love, eternally inexpreſſible! 


Another ſweet and delectable thought of a glorified 
ſpirit, upon this view of its ſtate, may be this. Doth the 
living and vivifying Spirit of the Son of God unite bimſelf 
ſo cloſely and intimately to me, as that neither ſin, nor 


3 nor the world, nor death, nor ſelf. nor any other 


ung, can intervene between me and Chriſt, the very foul 
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The SouPs e A 
| objects, and acting in the enjoyment of them with vigour, 


Joy, and tranſport. 

And O what a ſource of Joys and deli ights will tho 
glorified foul find upon- eyery ehought of this!! 
i | Her@is a ſoul that was low, creeping, and grov ling 
of ll in the duſt, and had more of the paſlive_t 


5 lively vigorous joy of this! This is che ſoul that was many 


'to 2 time not only dull through the heavy organs it was. 


is uſed with, but even once quite dead, through-carnality 


he and worldlineſs, that ſunk it in the "Ref and buried.1 it 


ta under clogs of earth; and is that ſoul now all ſpirit and 


ng Hfe ? This is life indeed, it is pure life without any death. 


of The ſoul that was fo weak and feeble as to be e | 
ſe, every now and then a ceſſation from action and Pe 
ily is it how come to that, as that vigorous eternal acting j 
nd the moſt ſublime affairs is now its very cleweut, Teſt, and 
re- | delight ! O the ſtrength of immortalit „ and the incor- 

15 ruptible and never-fading 3 Joys therec | The ſpirit xt that 
ed was either ſo numb in its powers, r ſo c logged. with 
[is external incumbrances, 'as that it a0 do very little 15 
hn receive impreſſions from things external; is it now free 
aa not only from all intanglements from without, but alſo 
by from all laſſitude, wearinels, or weakneſs from w itching 


n, and from TL cauſe of them: : What $. to, 255 — 


ge up * points. out 52 12 5 1 d the g loriged f pirit os - 
ly ving bis underſtandin erfely en ;ghtened, cherry 
an there i 12 1 his heaven 418 2appineſs, not only an abjeftive | 


nd but a fubjeRive glory; not only à ligbt ſhining upon hi 
ed 8 the J ight of the glory of 604 in 5 85 of Jel * 
riſt; * there is 880 opening of bis eyes, and. 1688. 


{s, ving this light, and the bending.of Phis mind to rhe con 5 : 


at  plation and admiration of . the ſame. And if a beam. 
he light of 5od's ; countenance, even here ; away, 2 


ne diffuſe | uch ne and joy th rough all the faculties 2 our 
ts, fouls, what will it be to ſee the glory * God ſhin- 
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te power in it, "that | is now wholely. life and action. 0 the 
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LE on uw? 0 what joyful ache will this cauſe i in the 
- bleſſed fpirit above! | 
It is certain alſo, that the ſaints i in 3 attain ſuch 
a perfect diſpoſition of their wills, as that there is not tho 
leaſt remains or degree left in them of any repugnancy 
to the image and will of God But there is in them ſuch 
a divine inclination, as makes them eternally to ſhut. 
| themlelves into their chief good, and cauſes a ſtrong and 
uninterrupted outgoing of ſpirit to all poſſible commu- 
nion with God. And this muſt be another ſpring of 
eternal joyful activity in their iculs. It cannot miſs this 
to keep up their heart dilated, enlarged, and vi iporouſly 
lively for ever; being now in their element, when acting 
in a way of the neareſt intercourſe with. Jebovab and 
the Lamb. A477" US 
It is no leſs certain, that their love bs God and the | 
bleſſed Jeſus is now perfected. There is no ' more an 
ignorance of God, no averſion to him, nbr coldneſs of 
love; and this muſt cauſe an eternal active adherence to 
God, and an eternal vigorous activity in all matters that 
concern his glory, and in all cee relating to their 
own happineſs. FRAN | 
It is ealy now to ſee (as perhaps a gracious foul begins 
already to taſte) what a ſpring of joys will run through 
all the faculties and affections of the glorified ſpirit, upon 
every thought, upon every one of theſe particulars. _ _ 
id here we may ſuppbſe the olarified ſpirit'exulting 
in his own happy, life and condition by ſuch ſweet reflec- 
tions upon it.. While, and as long as indwelling corrup= 
tion remained in me, I ſat in darkneſs and in the ſhadows - 
of death many a time; and while ſo my heart was ſo 
dull and ſpiritleſs, that 1 could do little for God, and 
| little becoming an immortal fpirit. But now, that it is 
given me to underſtand perfectly the things freely given 
me of God: O what excellency do I ſee in them, 
even enough to wrap, up my ſoul in the admiration of 
God, and make me eternally active for his glory! | White 
the bad; ef fin and death did bang: about me, a cloud of 
carnal fumes and earthly miſts did intercept my ſight of 
IXANUEL” country; but now 1 lee it, 1 lee it to be — 
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Type SouPs Propreſs io Heaven. 


fo tranſeends trail mortality but now I can look upon 


it directly, and with ſuch a full eye and bros 4 look, as 
actua tes all the powers of my ſoul for ever, in the active 
and <ciernal früition of God. O this is life indeed, 'a 


— - 


happy life indeed, it is eternally fo! '  _ 


| Here is a foul, that, while iti the days of my fleſh, 


was ſqmetimes entirged towards God, and ſometimes 


not; ſometimes was preſſing hard after God, and ſome- 


times not. But now it ſtands perfectly and indeclnably . 
bent towards God, and the neareſt conformity to him, 
and intercourſe, with him. O this3s joy indeed! My heart 
now ſhall not reproach me; while 1 live, in any of its 


actings and enjoyments, but it congratuiates itſelf in its 


on bleſſed exerciſes, aud needs not put a check to its joy 
in them. Here i: a foul that was once wandering in the 
purſzits of its heart, from one vanity to another, becauſe 
it could find no reſt white at a diſtance from God; but 
10! now it hath found out its reſtful object, found out a 
reſt in God, and can hug itſelt in its own happy choice, 
and fay, This is my reſt, here will Ldwell for ever.” O 
all joy !O joy. above all joy! Here is a foul that was once © 
diſtracted and torn hither and thither by innumerable © 
objects, any of which, or all together, could neither ſuit 


nor fill its capacity; but lo, now it hath attained the one 


tion of All- ſufficiency elf and now it is made happy 
| as it would, happy according to its mind, yea, happy 


above all that before now it could conceive or think on. 


Again, may the'glorified- ſpirit ſay, as long as I had to 
conflict with the contrary principle of corruption, my 
affection to God was many a time dull and languiſbing ; 


but now it makes out to him with immortal vigour and 


ſtrength. It then required great paint with my heart 
to get it brought up to any pitch of divine love,” but now 


I am as the ſeraphim ſhining with light and burning with 


love to our glorious God and amiable Redeemer. There 
was then much of the creature in my affection; after all 


2 n 


. 


* 
1 


"fe and joy, © be wholely and purely life and jay for. © .* 
*evermore. Such was the. infirmity of my, fleſh, that 1! 
could not; bear a full out- letting of the glory of God, it 
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* Sus Traveller e rr, 
the work upon my heart o keep it with Chriſt, it wa 
not ſo e wotted to him, but Eo it was often NE 
itſelf to temporal things: But now al the rivalling ob- 
jects are gone; I ſee nothing now in God, or out of God, 
to ſeduce my heart from him; and 3 now can | 
binder my love to him, who is only lovely and altogether 
lovely. O happy day, when perfect affection ſhall act 
| 2 on the moſt perfect e and. ſatiate itſelf 
with the ſame for ever and ever! O what overflowing 
Tides of joy and admiration for ger will attend every 
thought of ſuch a happy change! P 
O O happy eternal lite! where there is an eternal uain- 
_terrupted action of the ſoul upon God, Chriſt, and all 
the fülnelz of the Godhead dwelling in him; and where 
there is an eternal vigorous activity to bear the ſoul out 
in luch an eternal divine employment and action: And 
where there is the eternal Spirit of Chriſt, ſufficient enough 
to hold it up in an eternal vigorous activity both in doing 
and receiving of good. There is no ſin there to ſeparate 
the ſoul from Chriſt, and his continued vivifying influen - 
ces; and therefore nothing ta cauſe fainting or failing of 
Spirit for ever and ever. No heavy fleſh there to clog the 
foul, nor weakneſs of arimal ſpirits to impair its vigour, 
being now it is abſent from the animal body and preſent 
with the Lord: No worldly objects there to diſtract their 
minds, but their affections to things divine, being united, 
are ſtrong and eternally vigarous. Should grace, becauſe 
à created thing, begin to fail, it cannot, becauſe the eter- 
nal ſpring of its ſupply is the all ſufficient, eternal, and 
wonderful IMMANUEL. O what would not the gracious 
ſoul give to attain this here! It may be he is raiſed to 
life, vigour, and activity in the ſervice of God; but then, 
either the urgency or importunity of ſin runs away with 
his ſoul again, or the affairs of the world ſlacken his 
attention to the things of God, or the dulneſs of his body 
nes the vivacity of his ſpirit. But there is nothing 


. 


— 4 


- 


of all this in heaven: There is nothing there but true, | 
"Pure, and perfect life for ever.apd.cyer. 
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LVIII. The heul, in eternal life. 
OO, eternally Hdllelmah.' 
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The ul having now entered [within the vail, where 
there is the land of dear* light, pute love, and perfect 
lite and joy : Where there is an innumerable compgny of 
angels, the ſpirits of juſt men made perfect, the general 
aſlembly of the firſt born, and all the great multituge'in 
heaven, who ſay and ſing. Hallelujah: This ſoul, 1 fay, - 
no ſooner is on the other ſide of death; and in poſſeſſion _. 
ot eternal life, but inſtantly joins in the heavenly conſort, 
with all the fair company in heaven, laying and ſinging 
with lofty notes and rapturous ſtrains, © Glory to the 
Lamb, and to him that ſits on the throne, Hallelujah: 
Salvation, and glory, and honour,” and power unto the 
Lord our God. Amen. Hallelujah,” Rev. xix. 1. 
And, O my foul, .doeſt not thou think, that thou ' 
already heareſt the Hallelujahs of the glorified ? He hath, 
faith the glorified faint, pardoned all mine iniquities, the 
leaſt of which would have been enough to condemn me 
eternally. He bath forgiven my treſpaſſes, blotting out 
the hand-writing that was againſt me, Col. ii. T4. He 
hath pardoned! fully, ' pardoned freely, and pardoned 
finally., O who is a God like unto thee, that pardeneth 
iniquity, 'trapſpreſſion, and fin, and retaineſt not-thine 
anger for ever, (becauſe thou deligliteſt in mercy,” 
Mic. vii. 18 © Worthy is the Lamb to receive power, 
and bonour, and wiſdom, and dominion, | and glory: 
Amen, Hallen, Bevin rr 8 
And he hath called me, faith. the triumphant ſpirit, 
with a holy calling, not” according to our works,” but 
according to his purpoſe, which was given us in Chriſt, 
| before the world bepan, 2 Tim. i. 9. His Spirit has 
ſecretly winded himſelf into my ſpirit,” and by hidden 
pallages communicated à vital favour to my ſoul. His 
_ "Heavenly light hath beam'd into my ſoul, letting me ſee | 
that of the evil of fin, and that of the Beauty of bolineſs, 5 
and that of the preciouſneſs of Chriſt, 'which I never faw 
before: A light Which did not lightly glance the brain, 
but pierced into the very heart of my foul. And whence 
| - | | is 
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+ js. this, that. thou ſt manifeite thyſelf to me, and net 
to the world?” John xiv. 22. 
And his vivitying ee hath made a dead FAY live, 
and live eternally. O, I haye been fearfully ghd won- 
dierfully made, and yet more · fearfully and wonderfully 
renewed, Plal. cxxxix. 14. © Bleſſed be the Father of 
our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, who hath given unto us the Sririt 
.of wiſdom and rout , and made us know what is the 
hope of his calling, and what is the "riches ef the glory 
of his inheritance, and what is the exceeding greatneſs 

of his power to us that believe,” Fph. . 17, 18, 19. 

& | Amen, Hallelujah. e 

And he hath changed my vile nature, Faith the glori: 

fied faint, and made it a partaker of the divine nature, 
2 Pet. i. 4. He hath cleanſed my ſoul from the filthineſ; 
aud pollution of fin, and made me oly, and meet for 
the inheritance of the: Kints in light, Col. J. 12. He 
hath drawn the lineaments / of Chfiit upon my ſoul, and 
transformed me into his likeneſs: So that I have been 
changed from glory to glory, even as by the ſpirit of 
the Lord,” 2 Cor. iii. 18., Unto him that Math loved 
us, and waſhed us from our fins in his own blood, and 
made us kings and prieſts unto God, to him be glory 

and dominion for ever and ever. Amen,” Rev. i. 5, 6. 

Hallelujah. / 

And to whom hath the 1 vouchſafed fo great kind- 
meſs and favour? To me, faith one ſaint, that before was 
fo groſely ignorant and ſenſeleſs, that tho I was in hell's 

road, yea, in the confines of death and deſtruction, yet I 
knew it not, but was ſecure and jolly, dancing about the 
ſides of the pit, until a new light did ſpring into my 
mind: A light © which bath ſhewed nie the paths of 
life, and that in God's preſence and- favour there is ful- 

neſs of Ys Pal. xvi. 11. And at his right hand are 

rivers of pleaſure for evermore.. God, who commanded 
the light to ſhine out of darkneſs, hath ſhined in our 
hearts, to give the light of the knowledge of the glory 
of God in the face of Jeſus Chriſt, 2 Cor. iv. 6 G 
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- and merry, and did bear up my ſoul with the good hopes 


pride, reigning earthlineſs, and habitual ſenſuality did | 


but even my very life. and ſubſiſtence before. He hath 


the wonderful works of our God.“ FHallelujan. 


8 nnn 
E 0p pg SE 3 
who, before his grace 


is nothing too hard for the Almighty! Has Grace 
abounded to the chief of ſinners? Rom. v. 20. Ha; e 
he pardoned mine iniquities, betauſe they were great? 
Pal. xxv. 11. O becauſe © he hath forgiven much, T 3 
have the more cauſe to love much, Luke vii. 47. and 
praiſe much ! And O! I will greatly praile the Lord, 
Plal. cix. 30. and my ſoul ſhall inceſſantly beJoyful in 
God! Sing, ye heavens, ſſiout ye faints. Hallelujah: . 
And his grace has reached me, ſays a third faint, "who, 
becauſe I was kept from prols ſins, therefore I was jolly 


* 


of heaven's happineſs : Thotph,. at the fame time, groſs 
ignorance of the purity and fpiritualty of God's law, 
rooted infidelity as to goſpel truths, a ſecret diſaffection 
and maliguity of heart to ſerious bolineſs, predominant - 


prevail in my ſoul. Yet, by his powerful and efficacious. 
grace, he hath made me believe the things I had not 
ſeen, and hope for things I did not fully know,” Heb. xi. 
1. He hath made me ſenſible of the purity and ſpirituas. 
lity of God's law, removed the eftrangement and W 5 
of my heart to God, and cauſed me part with theſe 

fins, which I counted, not oaly my pleaſare and ornament, 


cauſed me to bewail my miſplaced confidence, and ena - 
bled me to take Chriſt for my Prince and Saviour, and 
God for my portion, and heaven for my home. And 
hath he done all this for me? O arm of the Lord, thou 
art our ſtrength,” IIa. li. 9. aud our ſong, and art 
become our ſalvation, Iſa. xi. 2. O how excellent 
is thy lovindneſs! Men and angels, celebrate and praiſe , 
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_ oy My ain 14 p AN unte, fays' the triumphant 
=: foul, by all theſe operations of grace in time? And where | 
1 do I now find mylelf? Why, Lund my ſelf in glory, in 
the chamber of God's prgſence, and in the very place 
where his honour and balineſs dwells; in the proper place 
and regions of all true joy. Where am 1 now come? T 

| am come to mount Zion, the city of the living God, 

..* _ the heavenly Jeruſalem, and unto an innumerable com> 

wo pany of angels; to the general aſſembly of the firſt- born, 

_ = and to- God the judge of all, and to the ſpirits of juſt 

men made perfect, and to Jeſus the Mediator of the 
New Teſtament,“ Heb. xi. 12. 235 24. And O it is 
£ood to be here! ] prayed. to be bere, I did run to be 
here, and fought to be here; I longed, groaned, ſighed, 
 . breathed, panted, and laboùred to be here, and lo! I am 
here at Jength! ſays the glorified. ſpirit ; where no guilt 
' ſhalleyer again overcaſt my ſcul, and no pollution ſhall 
> ' henceforth eftrange me from God, or unfit me for his 
ſervice :\ And where no hatred of men or devils ſhall any 
more reach me: And where death hath loſt its-ſting, and 
| hell © is calt into the lake that burneth for ever and ever: 
„And where everlaſting joy mall, be upon my head, and 
pborro and ſi ing ſhall flee away, Iſa. xxxv. 10, 0 all 
1 Joy and ſholſting! O praiſe, * ** to the Lord. 
allelu 
| 45 faith the clorified bh, bem! art dw, as 1 

y as thou canſt wiſh, as ha 12 itſelf ean make 

thee If the all- ſufficiency of God and fulneſs of Chriſt 
immediately communicated- can make Ne happy , thou 

art now happy. If an univerſality of all perfectione, and 
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1 immediate emanation from infinite goodnels. can, make 
1 thee happy, thou ant naw happy, and ſhal! be for ever 
q: 1 - Happy. If goodneſs itſelf, grace in an abundant, tran- 
it Tm | ſcendent, ſupereminent manner; if all that is in God, 
1 and all that is in Chriſt, and all that is in heaven can 


W make thee happy, tou art new happy, and ſhall be 
N | eternally happy. O inutterable joy! O fweet and loud 
141 ſounding praiſe! O heaven of heavens, ring with the 
Zh acclamations of grace, grace, grace And Jet my ſoul 
fy, and ſay _ eternally 5 rn 

* And 
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Be The Sous „ Progroſe to | Heaven. 


Ai bow, faith the glorified faiat, aud by" hut Foy | 
_thods of his deep and wiſe providence, did the Lord fit ; 


with heavenly 


be glad and rejoice in him.” 
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and rain me up for this glory? ö 
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' Sometimes he brake in upon my howſe-and Gurnlty, and 


bereaved nie of ſome dear relation: And thus L was lad 


at his own door for comfort; and lo! I have found him 


alone ſufficient, and ten thouſand times better than ten 


relations. Hallelujah. 


And ſometimes he cut me ſhort. in earthly enjormntie, | 
that I might live on, his promiſes, and receive my com- 
forts immediately from himſelf. And Ol there is no | 


comfort ſo pure, ſo refiged, ſo intimately ſatisfying, as 


thoſe that are fetched immediately from God, and * 15 
Cbriſt! And thanks be to God for any method he ever 
took, how ſevere ſoever it may appear to the fleſh, to 
cauſe me reſt only on himſelf, as my all, and my exceed- i 
ning great joy. Amen, Hallelujah. N 
And ſometimes be brake in upon health. He laid bis 
hand upon me, and chaſtened me with fore pains upon 

my bed, that I might be crucified unto the world, and 
mortify the fleih, and might taſte and be raviſned with) 
ve; and be revived and refreſhed 
O but this was well done, and 
kindly done to a poor ſoul, ſays the triumphant faint, - 


the delights of divine ö 
pleaſures. 


that when I © was lying among the pots, I might become 


as a dove with wings of filver, and feathers of gold; 
And in Salmon become white as ſnow,”-Pſal. lxviii. 13 „14 
I not only admire thy wiſdom, but alſo adore thy 


goodneſs, in all the methods thou haſt taken to fave us 


O *© this is the Lord, and we have waited on him; this 
We will eternally | 


is our God, and * bath fav ed us. 
Hallelujah. 
But who can utter the mighty acts of the Lord? 


Boundleſs eternity, be thou filled - with the praiſes of the ; 
Lamb, and him that fits on the throne. O ſing en, ye 


inhabitants of glory; ſing on, ye ſpirits of juſt men made 


perfect. chant forth the praiſes of eur God and the glo- 

rious Redeemer. Let there be high-ſounding Hallelu: 

Jabs. We are but 1 in this * * We | 
Wo « 4 ; 


_ make 


| huſbands, ten children, or ten thouſand times ten of all ; fk I 
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make but 2 jar in the heavenly muſic.. "When we would 
praiſe and celebrate, we do but leſſen and difparage tbe 


- glorious, excellencies of God. What do we but *© darken - 


eounſe l by words without underſtanding?” Ah! bow 
poorly do we talk of the great things of God, and the 
bright things of glory! O may we obtain the ſame grace 
with you, and join with you, and make one confort with - | 
you, in the triumphant expreſſions of love, joy, adora- 


tion, and praiſe through endick eternity ! © Bleſs the Lord 
'ye his wigels, that excel in ſtrength: Bleſs the Lord, 


all ye glorious boſts of bis: Bleſs the Lord, ye miniſters * 
that do his pleaſure: Bleſs the Lord, all his works in 
all places of his dominion : Bleſs the Lord, O my fowl ” “ 
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